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was anxious to have that railway, and
Parliament had no desire to prevent the
line being constructed at the earliest
possible moment, and we should do noth-
ing that would prevent the work being
carried out. There was no necessity for
the first portion of the clause dealing with
the 130 teet, and if we accopted the other
we would have to get the consent of the
Federal Parliament before we ¢onld zo
into that area to operate as miners.
There was ample safety, and especially
at this stare, in granting them 130 feet,
and when Parliamen{ met next session,
if it was necessary, and {hev were pre-
paved lo [all into line, the State might
give the IFederal Goyernment the sole
right to say whether mining operations
should he carried on or not.

My, U'nderwood : s there any pos-
sibilify of mining on that line!

Mr. TAYLOR : There might be, and
if the area we had to grant these people
ran parallel with the line of reefs on the
Golden Mile, where would we he? Thewe
was no reason why we should forego our
rights below the 1a0ft. marl.

" Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment ngreed to.

No. 2.—Tnsert the following proviso:—
“Provided no mining operaiions shall be
carridl on under itha land so granied
without the approval of {he Executive
Government of the Commonwealth:”

The PREMIER moved —
That the amendmeni ba agreed to.

Question put and a division taken wilh
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .21
Noes - . N
Majority for .. P b
AYES.
Mr., Apngwin Mr, McDowall
Mr. Bath Ir, Mullany
Mr. Colller 31r. Munsie
Mr. Fnley Mr. Price
Mr. Gardlper Mr, Seaddan
Mr. GiH Mr. B. T. Stubbs
Mr. Johnson «Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander Afr. Walker
Mr. Lewls Mr, Hettmenn

Mr. McDonald (Teller).

[COUNCIL.]

NoEes.
Mr. Allen Mr. A, E. Piesse
Mr, Harper Mr. Taylor
Mr, [efroy | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Male

Mr. Monger . (Teller).

Amendment Lhus passed.

Resolutions reported, the report adopi-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned to
the Legislative Council.,

House adjourned at 12.17 a.m.

Legislative Council,
Friday, 22nd December, 1011,
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The PRESIDENT {ook the Chair at
11 a.m.. and vead prayers.

QUESTION — FREEZIXG
WYNDHAM.

Hon. M. T. MOS8 (for Hon. R. W.
Tennefather) asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: Whether the Government inlend to

WORKS,
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erect freezing and ecanning works at
Wyndham, and, if so, what steps have
been taken in that direction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY ve-
plied: The difficulties in connection with
this matter are in regard to obtaining suit-
able foundations and an adequate supply
of good water. It is expected that the
former difficulty will be overcome without
trouble, and steps will be taken to see
if it is not possible to obtain artesian
water wlere necessary. The Government
hope to be able to submit a definite pro-
posal next session.

QUESTION—SAVINGS BANK AND
COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENTS.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (without nolice)
asked the Colonial Secretary: Is ihe
Minister in a position to make availahle
ibe information in regard fo the Savings
Bank which I asked for some weeks ago?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
not in a position to answer (he guestion
at the present time.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCITLIATION
AND ARBITRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Legislative Asgembly with amendments.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Thew) in moving the seeond reading
said: I do not think it is necessary to
make 2 second reading speech in connee-
tion with the introduction of this measure.
It is on precisely the same lines, without
any alteration, as the measure which
makes ils appeavance here each year; so
I think hon. members will not require any
information. 1 beg to move—

That the Rill be now read ¢ second
time,

Hon. E. M. Clarke: T take it that it is
simply a ve-enactment of the old Aect.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: BEx-
actly.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee, etcetera.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Grant of land tax and income
tax:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Was it in-
tended to continue levying both income
tax and land tax under this measure? A
great many people had been charged both
taxes on the same property, and that was
never the intentien of IParliament. He
also understood ihat anyone who cared to
go to the Taxation Department and pay a
fee of 1s. could see any taxpayer's return
and take a eopy of it. That was going
further than was ever intended under this
alveady inquisitorial tox.

Hen. T, H. WILDING : People who de-
rived their income from the land had been
led to suppose that they were to pay the
greater of the two (axes, but at the pre-

_sent time the Governwment were eollecting

both taxes; that had been his own experi-
ence, and he had been informed by the de-
partment that they knew what the inteu-
tton of Parliament was, but there were
conditions which obliged them to collect
both taxes. Other people had been threat-
ened by the Crown Law Department with
prosecution if they did not pay the two
taxes.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
statements of the hon. members were sur-
prising. In lis own case he had paid both
taxes but had been allowed a rebate. If
My, Wilding would furnish him with par-
ticulars he would promise to go into the
matter.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Was it tine
that people eould go lo Lhe Taxation
Oftice and get particulars as fo the pro-
perly a man held, his valuation, (he as-
sessment, and the taxation paid? 1In
another House during the week an hon,
member produced a list of the proportics
belonging to ancther member, and guoted
from them. This list was gol from ihe
Taxation Deparvtment. It was a inost
seandalous state of affairs,

Hon. M. L. Moess: You eannot gel in-
come tax relurns.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Tt is a mistale in
the Aect, and should be amended.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was a surprise to him when he learned
that it was possible io approaeh the Uom-
missioner of Taxalion and see ihe vaines
fixed on land, hui it was provided for in
the Aet,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There should be a
rernladion to stop it

The Colonial Secretary: We eannot get
over the Aet.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Then the Aet should
be amended, hut care would bave to be
exercised, because these values were very
useful in certain cases, particularly to
execulors of deceused persons’ estates.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : It was under-
stood the provision (o secure copies of
these values was to apply only to the own-
ers, and he had been glad to get copies of
bis own figures. No one realised when
the Aet was passed that anyone could get
another person’s fignres. The Act should
be amended in this respect.

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed Lo,

Bili reported without amendment; and
ihe report adopied.

Read a third lime and passed.

RILIL—VETERINARY.
Assembly's Amendments.

Schedule of six amendmenis made by
the Legislative Assembly now considered.

In Commitlee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Coloninl Secrefary in chavge of the Bill.

Nos. 1 to +—agreed to.

No. 5—Clause 25, Seclion 2, line 28,
aflter the word “eastration” (o add ihe
word “speving:”

ThB COLONIATJ
moved—

That the amendment e agreed to.

Hon. V. HAMERBLEY : Tt was under-
stood “speying” was covered by “castra-
tion.”

The Colonial Seeretary: T do not think
it is.

Question passed; the Assembly’s amend-
ment agreed fo.

SECRETARY

[COUNCIL.)

No. 6.—Insert a vew elause to stand as
Clause 22 (ceriifieate of registration):

The COLONTAL SECRETARY
moved-—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, J. ¥. CULLEN: The words “certi-
ficate of competency” were used, It was
not the proper lerm (e employ. How-
ever, he would not oppose the motion.

Question passed; the Assembly’s amend-
ment agreed (o.

Resolutions reported, the report adop-
ted; and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Assembly.

BILL — NORSEMAN-ESPERANCE
RAILWAY.

Postponement.

Order of the Day for the second read-
ing read,

Hon, M, 1., MOSS (West): I want to
usk the Colonial Seerelary if he will con-
sent to this Order of the Day going down
ihe list till after Order No. 122

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: Then I move—

That the Order of the Day be post-

poned until after Order No. 12.

T asked this morning for the report of
the Railway Advisory Board, and also for
the report made by Mr. Paterson, and T
received them only five minutes ago, No
member lias had an opportunity of read-
ing these repovts. I think T am correct
in saying that every wmewmher veceived
{hese reports for the frst time to-day,
when they shonld have heen on the Table
of the House during the whole of this
gession,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They have heen
pihlished in the papers,

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: T lhave had some-
thing else fo do (han read all the reports
in the newspapers in the last two months,
The work has proceeded at such a pace
in this Chamber (hat T eandidly admit it
was impossible for me to deal with the
amendments made by the Legislalive As-
sembly in Ihe Veterinary Bill just dealt
with. bevanse T had starvted to vead the
repariz an this proposed railway which
i @aing to run the Stafe into an expen-



[22 Decemerr, 1911.]

diture of three-quarters of a million of
money. Surely there should be reason-
able opportunity to read these reports,
and make some notes for the speeches to
be made on this question. I sincevely de-
sire that a fair vote shall be taken in this
Clamber on the matter, but there is no
need to rush it in this way. If members
will look at yvesterday’s Notice Paper they
will see that this Order was one of the
last measures on the list, and now to-day
it is praectieally the first econtentions mat-
ter on the list,

Hon. T. F. O. Brimage: Is it conten-
tious?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes, Lighly eon-
tentious, and involving a huge expendi-
ture. As a makter of fact, with the House
meeting at 11 o’clock a number of mem-
bers are not in their places, because they
have to give some consideration to their
businesses,

Hon, C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
Y second the motion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew): I hope the House
will protect me in connection with
this matter. Tt seems a deliberate

and studied attempt to take the busi-
ness of the House out of my hands.
Surely I can be trusted with such a small
matter, to frame the Notice Paper. 1
hope members will not support the mo-
tion. With regard to the Advisory
Board’s reports, I was under the impres-
sion they had been distributed. I saw
the Minister for Works last week and he
informed me that they wonld he sent to
the Legislative Conneil, but through some
oversight they have not heen distributed
until this morning. There has never been
any request for a copy of these reports
and now an attempt is heing made to in-
tevfere with the Notice Paper. When I
took office as leader of the House there
were many professions of assiztance from
hon. members, but I cannot say, from the
manner whieh has heen adopted in regard
to questions which have been asked, and
from the atfitnde of some hon, members,
that those hon. members have lived up to
those professions.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan) :
T think the leader of the House is taking
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the motiatr which has been moved by Mr.
Moss in rather a wrong spirit. I do not
think there is any attempt to take the con-
duet of the affairs of the Hounse out of the
hands of the Colenial Seeretary. In eon-
nection with the consideration of a mea-
sure of this sort I think it is very im-
portant that the Chamber should have as
full an atfendance of members as pos-
sible. Looking at the matter from an-
other point of view, I shonld say that the
artistic symmetry of the Notice Paper
was peculiar. This Bill occupies a posi-
tion as a railway Bill entirely by itself;
it is sepregated from Ihe rest of the rail-
way Bills, The other railway Bills start
at No, 10 and run down to No. 13 on the
Notice Paper, while (his one oecupies the
position of No. 3. It would certainly look
better on the Notice Paper if it were
plaeed af the head of the other Railway
Bills.

Hon. M. T. Moss: Compare to-day’s
with vesterday’s Notice Paper.

The Colonial Seeretary: Such a thing
has never been done in the past.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: I can remem-
ber instances when this kind of thing
happened to me when I was leader of the
House, and I did not offer a protest if it
suited the convenience of hon. members
to make an alteration in the Notice Paper.
I shall support the motion moved by Mr.
Moss. I do so honestly and without the
least desire to take the conduet of the
business out of the hands of the leader
of the House.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) : Surely
the House will have some regard for that
ordinary eourtesy which should be ex-
tended to the leader of the House. I
think that it is a most extraordinary posi-
tion for any House of Parliament to take
up that the leader of the Fouse should
not be in a position to arrange the busi-
ness in the way he considers it would suit
him best.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Were vou consulted
about the matter?

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: I was not. I
sincerely hope this House will show that
those professions with which it started
the session will be continued to the end.
So far as this Bill is coneerned, I Imaw
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of no measure which has been so long
before the conntry. I know of no other
Railway Bill which has attracted so much
attention in the State, or a Bill which has
been so much disenssed as this. The re-
ports conneeled with it have also heen dis-
cussed in the papers, and letters and lead-
ing articles have been written, and I sin-
cerely hope that the motion will not be
agreed to.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: I would suggest that
the Minister agree tv let this be the first
of the Railway Bills.

Hon. M. L. Moss: The Minister might
make his second reading speech and then
adjourn the further eonsideration of the
measure until after luncheon.

Hon. E. McLARTY (Souih-West):
1i is not a matter of who is pre-
sent and who is absent, but there
is the fact staring us m the face
that these reports have only just been
placed before members. I am approach-
ing the malter with a perfeetly open mind
and T desire to get all the information T
possibly ean before T record my vote. I
want time to look thvougl these reports,
and I think the leader of the House is
wrong in his idea that there is a desire
o lake the business out of his hands. I
hape a little more time will be afforded
hon. memhers {o look into the question.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): I am prepared to accept
the snggestion made that the second read-
ine should be moved and that the debate
shonld then be adjourned lo later in the
day.

Hon. M. I.. MOSS: Very well. By
leava of the Houge I wilthdraw my motion.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Will such a pro-
posal he in conformity with the Standing
Orders?

The PRESTDENT: Yes. Standing
Order 63 savs that Ministers mav arrange
the order of their Notices of Molions and
Orders of the Day as they think fit.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East):
That would have heen all right if Mr.
Moss had persisted in his motion. T
thought if a debate siaried it would have
to be adiowrned to the following dav.

The PRESIDENT: Standing Orders
have heen suspended fo enrty any Rill

[COUNCIL.]

through all stages on one day, and I
think that the suggestion made by Mr.
Moss can be included,

Motion by leave withdrawn.

wecond Reading.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second read-
ing said: It gives me much pleasure to
move the second reading of the Bill {o
authorise the Government 1o consirnet a
railway from Norseman (o Lsperauve.
This measure will supply a reguirement
which has heen (he subject of discussion
and of agitation for 13 years past. The
Norseman vailway, whieh runs out from
Coolgardie was authorised in 1906 and
forms purt of the line which has been
agilated for for wany vears. ‘When ihe
line was passed, aod subsequenily eon-
strucied, it removed (he agitation so fav
as the necessity for assisting the mining
industry was concerned. To-day the Es-
perance railway must be regardsd as au
agricalfural proposilion, The length of
the proposed line is about 125 miles, the
gauze and (he weight of rails will be simi-
lar to all ageicultural railways, namely,
A1, Gine and 231b. vails. The zrade will
be one in sixty and the sharpest curve 20
chinins radius.  The estimated rost is as
follows : — Construction £191,500. rails and
fasteninas 81,250, water supply £40,000;
folal estimated cost €312,750, or £2,502
rer mite.  There nre no engineering diffi-
culties in connection with the conslruetion
of the line. 'The agitation of lare has been
for an agricultnral railway, and compara-
tively recently our predecessors appoinied
an advisory board to go over lhke roule
and report upon i from an agriealtural
standpeint.  This hoard cousisted of com-
pelent deparimental officers, and report-
ing on the H0th June, 1910, they =aid that
from 30 miles north of Esperance lo 75
miles, therea was a coniinmous hell of
imallee country of which 1,245.000 aeres
were suiiable for wheat. Jusl contem-
plate, 1.248,000 acres suitable £or wheat!

Hon, W. Wingsamill:  Whao said that?

The COLONLAL SECRETARY: The
Advisory Boad,
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Hon. M. L. Moss: That is not in their
report which I have before we.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is dated the 30th June, 1910. This quan-
tity of land they pointed out would have
to be served by spur lines in order to
-develop the whole of the area. The board
also went fully into the guestion of rain-
fall, and from information obiained found
that at Esperanee it was nearly 25%
inches, at the 30-mmile 1714 inches, at TLake
View 1114 inches, and at Norseman 19
inches. These figures represent the an-
nual average, but they would be of litile
use and wounld not carry much weight un-
less there were some information as to the
different months over which the rainfall
period covered. T can supply that infor-
mation as well. We find by investigation
that at Esperance the average rainfall
from April to November, which includes
the dry months, was 2214 inches. 1t must
be admitted that that is an extvemely
heavy rainfall. At the 30-mile it is 1474
inches for the same period; at Dake View
9 inches, and Novseman 8 inches. These
records are for the period covered from
April to November., Hon. members will
recognise, therefore, that there can be no
donbt the rainfall is sufficieat to justify
the many reports that have been received,
that this is undoubtedly & very valuable
area of wheat-growing country.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackeif: Does thak
mean in April and in November?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No,
it means frora April to November, After
Investigations the majoriiv of the hoard
recommended that 60 miles of railway
should be consivueted from Esperance in
towards Norseman, and in this majorily
report they say—

We may state that this large extent

of wheat growing couniry, some mil-

lion and a quarter acres, is the greatest

area of wheal land in the State at pre-
gent in possession of the Crown, with
s0 good a rainfall.
Now, Mr. Paterson in his report states—
We would lhen settie one of the

lavgest virgin fracts of land that I

know of, easily aecessible by railway

and still in the hands of the Crown.
[49]
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Hon. M. T., Moss: Is that all of Mr.
Paterson’s report you propose to put he-
fore the House?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: I do
not propose to read oui the whole of these
reports, Messrs. Hewby and May in their
report say this—

We did not go to the eastward of
Fraser’s Range voad, and the mallee
may extend for a considerable distance
in this direction; but from Fraser’s
Range road westward it comprises ap-
proximately nearly 3,000 square miles,
of which 1,350 square wmiles would be
served by the present surveyed line from
Esperance to Norseman, taking 15 miles
on either side as the limit at which pay-
able wheat farming eould be carried on.

Surveyor Walkins, who surveyed the coun-
try and who it is thought gave it closer
attention than any other officer who has
investigated it, said—

It is a large avea of splendid eountry
of uniform qunlity with good loam and
clay suhsoil, and is eminently suited for
cereals. Tt has a reliable rainfall and
exceplionally favourable climate, is in
close proximity to the surveyed line of
railway, within ensy distanee of n good
harhour with shipping facilities, and
capable of supporting a large and pros-
perous community and establishing a
profitable and large export trade.

I have quoted from the reports submitied
by different expert officers who inspected
the land, and who in all cases were in-
structed lo make investigations by our pre-
decessors.  Finally the majority of the
board recommended that 60 miles of the
railway he eonsirueted. Mr. Paterson dis-
sented and ureed that farther experiments
he made to test {he land. T aw desirous
of withholding nothing. I wish to place
both sides of the case before the House.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Why do you not
carry out the recommendafions of the
hoard?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government cannot understand why it
should ever have been recommended that
this country should be submitted to an ex-
perimental test. There have been num-
bers of different railway propositions in
otber districls, but never before has such
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experiment been called for. If we have
the wheat-growing land and the rainfali
sufficienily heavy for wheat-growing, why
should there be any necessity for experi-
ment? We have never had the point raised
before. There are other districts in which
experiments shonld have been made be-
fore selectors were induced to go ont
there. With regard to land setilement, I
have some further information here which
I asked for from the Lands Department
as to the lands taken up in the Esperance
distriet. Conditional purchase leases, in-
cluding homestead farms, at present held
represent 173,791 acres.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen:
pied?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
cannot say, but they are still held. The
pastoral leases represent 953,825 acres. I
could nof say whether all the land in the
hon. member’s provinee is oceupied.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But to say “held”
may be unwittingly to mislend,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
majority of the board reecommended that
the line should be construeted from Es-
perance to a point 60 miles inland. This
recommendation did not commend itself to
the Government, The present market for
the products of the distriet would he the
Fastern Goldfields, and the farmer wonld
be prevented from availing himself of
that market if the line were not earried
right through. Therefore I fail to see
what argument or evidence counld have ben
adduced hy the board to limit the proposi-
tion to 60 miles. Either the line was justi-
fied as a proposition to go right through
or it was not justified at all.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Will any altera-
tion be necessary to the port of Esper-
ance?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
there is such development as would war-
rant an export trade it is considered that
improvements would be necessary to the
shinping facilities at Esperance,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T should think so.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : From
the information suhmiited to me T do
not think the expenditure will be verv
high.

Are these occu-

[COUNCIL]

Houn. W. Kingsmill: About a million..

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,.
only something like £500,000.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Not one-tenth
of that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
mean, of course, to make it very safe. The-
only doubtf there seems to be in the minds
of those who reported on the land is in
regard to water conservation. It is in-
teresting to note that an effort has been
made to test the country in that respect,
Dams have been constrncted and found
to be water-tight. They are full to-day
and the water is perfectly fresh.

Hon. 'W. Kingsmill: Whereabouts are
these dams?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
the Esperance country, along the route of
the line.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Dams were con-
structed in the mallee part by the late
ftovernment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: From
information supplied to me I fnd the
dams ave in the best portion of the agri-
cultural area. There are not very many
of them, but quite sufficient to test the
country. The dams arve of a capacity
of 700,000 gals. With regard to the land
selection, on which T touched a few min-
utes ago, I have here some further in-
formation. The land selected in the year
1900 totalled 13,749 acres, while in 1910
the figures reached 97,000 acres, or a
total of 760,000 acres held at the present
time, ineluding pastoval leases, The aver-
age size of each holding is 900 acres.
So hon. members will see that on this
oceasion we are dealing with a purely
agricultural proposition. I hope hon.
members will deal with this matter in a
broad-minded spiri{ and recognise that
the arguments whieh applied 10 years
and 15 years agzo should not apply to-
day. 1 have repeatedly said that this is
an agrientfural proposition. Hon, mem-
bers have always lent their advoeacy to
the encouragement of land settlement,
and here is a splendid opportunity. Irom
iime to time we spend huge sums in the
re-purchase of estaies. TIn my own dis-
triet, the vear hefore last, £160,000 was
speat in (s direction for a total of
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60,000 or 70,000 acres; whereas here we
have over a millien acres comprising some
-of the best wheat-growing land in the
State, and the whole of that cean be
supplied by the ¢onstruction of this rail-
way and by the subsequent throwing cut
«of spur lines. It seems to me it would be
unwise to offer any opposition to the
passage of the Bill; in fact, I cannot
understand on what grounds opposition
-could be shown, sceing that the railway
will be the means of supplying such a
large area of country. No matier what
may be said. there is no doubt there will
be considerable difficulty in a few vears
time in sceuring exeellent land in YWes-
tern Australin for setilement without
having to expend a large amount of
money in constructing railways in order
to develop the country. Here, however
we have but a eomparatively small ex-
penditure fo meet to open up this vast
avea, with no necessity to go prospecting
tor good land, for investigations have
shown thal we have over a million acres
of first class land lying idle, waiting for
the ratlway. It is unnecessary for me to
say any more at this stage. There are
members herve better acquainted with the
-question than I am. Al T have attemp-
ted to submit to the House is the in-
formation at the disposal of the Govern-
ment. I beg to move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon, J. W, Kirwan de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUP-
PL.Y ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew) in moving the second read-
ing said : The object of this measure is
to place on the statnfes in a businesslike
way a scheme for the reticulation of the
agrienltural land served by the Goldfields
‘Water Supply Depavtment. There is to-
day a 30-inch main running through agri-
culfural land from Mundaring to Burra-
coppin, from Spencer’s Brook to York
and Beverley, and Toodyay is also served.
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In all these districis a guaranleed water
supply is given within a reasonable dis-
tance of the main, Extcnsions from this
30-inch main have been provided for
various purposes, and since the present
Government assumed office 13 connee-
tions have been made, the length varying
from three to 30 miles, and totalling 110
miles, Other extensions are contem-
plated and urgenfly required, but we
have been only able to secure sufficient
pipes to run the 110 miles so far. It
is proposed to start rating the new mains
from 1st Janvary next, and in regard to
the extenstons nnder ihe guarantee sys-
tem rating will commence at six months’
notice, so that rating will be in full
swing from 1st July next in respect to
the old and new mains. Under the Bill
it is proposed to charge annunally a fixed
sum of £5 for every connection, and for
general vating a maximum of 5d. has
been fixed. with speecial provision for the
Minister (o eharge more than this if
necessary, in ovder to cover ecapital ex-
penditure. The farmers are safegnarded
in that a majority must petition for con-
nection beforehand. It is anticipated that
a general rate of 4d. will be found suffi-
cient in most cases, but a maximum of
5d. {for ordinavy cases and power to in-
crense that sum is neeessary, otherwise
many who wonld be willing to pay more
wonld be denied the advantage of con-
nection. It is proposed that the system
shall only apply in regard to lands with-
in 12 miles of the mains. In addition
to the rating, farmers might be ecailed
upon to provide storage tanks, but this
would only be put into operation in ex-
ceptional cases. The proposed rating
is exactly similar to that in foree in
South Australia, and compares very
favourably with that in the other States,
At 8s. per 1,000 gallons, a general rate
of 4d. per acre and a domestic charge
of £5 per annum, sufficient water will be
provided the farmers for all requirements
Suppose he pays £13 per annum in rates,
he will be able to cut cnt that amount
on the basis of 8s. per thousand gallnns.
The area to be served is about 116,000
acres and the capital cost of the exten-
sions is £24,000, but it is not reasonable
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to contend that anything which is essen-
tial to the goldfields water seheme should
be charged up against these exten-
sions. The water for farmers has, gener-
ally speaking, cost 10s. per thousand gal-
lons, so that a rate of 8s. per thousand
gallons will do no injustice.  Omitting
administrative eosts, Lhe annual expense
will be £2,700. The rate of 4d. and £5
conpecting charge will return £2,600, so
that we will get within £100, exclnding
administrative costs, of the ecapital ex-
penditure. This is over a lhree miles
strip; later on it will pay the lot. In re-
gard to further extensions, these would
serve another 103,000 acres at a eapital
cost of £26,000. Asvieulturists, as well
as experts, have been consulted. The
farmers know exactly what they will
be required to pay, and right through
the farmers have voiced the opinion that
a 5d. rate is a fair one. and one they can
meet. The passage of this Bill will do
much to assist the agrieulturists, par-
tieularly in the areas where water is
nrgenily needed. Water supplies will
not be forced on the farmers, but if they
are willing to foot the bill water districis
will be declared. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Hon. W. MARWICK (East): I deo
not intend to oppose the Bill, but I would
like to point out the effect it will have on
some people who have already provided
an ample water supply on their holdings,
T agree that
they should be taxed, but I think there
should be some special eonsideration given
to the man who has been energetic enongh
to provide himself with water, and often
his neighbour as well. We have had a
peculiar experience in regard to the water
supply in the York and Beverley districts.
The water from the goldfields main is
carried a distance of 17 miles, and any
land holder en route can tap the main at
any point and only pay for the water he
uses; he pays no tax. Bt immediately
it wets within the town honndary of York
every fown hlock has to pay a water rate
of £1 whether the water is nsed or nof,
and then when it passes throngh the town
again into the conntry beyond, ihe pipe

[COUNGIL.]

can pass through 10,000 acres of a man's.
property and he is charged nothing at all.
He can use the water if he likes, but he
only pays for what he uses. I only men-
tion this because I think it wonld assist
the Government if they were to bring
about a better systemn of charging for
water supplies. We have to pay a very
high rate, and there have been several de-
putations to the Minister asking that York
should be put on an equal footing with
other towns, Something the same is, I
am afraid, going to happen in connection
with the scheme contained in this Bill,.
and I am of opinion that the vate of 44.
per aere is much too heavy.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
hope the Government will not insist on
making this a paying concern, beeause the
settlers are entitled to some consideration.
There is a shortage every year on the
supply of water to the goldfields. and we-
in the farming areas do not mind that
at all. Why shonld not the same view be
taken in regard to water supplied to the
agrieultural areas? These men have heen
mmduced to go ont on this land and settle:
there, and they are entitled to some con-
sideration. The proposed rate of 4d. is
far too heavy.

The Coleonial Secretary: Even on that
rate the Government will lose.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The Government
should be prepared to lose under a scheme
of this soxt. When T was speaking on the
Address-n-Reply in reference to this pro-
posal I expressed the hope that the re-
medy wonld not be worse than the disease.
T am afraid that the farmers are going to
be worse off than they were before, and
fhis 4d. tax is likely to drive many people
oft their farms,

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE (North-Fast) :
As a goldfields member T am glad this
scheme is to be nsed by the farmers, and
I have no intenlien of opposing the Bill,
but T want to draw attention to the most
extraordinary statement made by ihe Min-
inster for Works when speaking to a de-
putalion in Kalgoorlie recently, that the
capacity of the mnains in connection with
the coldfields water scheme had decreased
50 per cent., and that althongh the pipes
were constructed to convey five million
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gallons a day they were now able to pump
only balf of that amount. The Minister
said that during the eoming summer
months it might be necessary to limit the
amount of water to be used by the mines
for sluicing purposes. This scheme was
essentially a poldfields scheme, devised in
the interest of the mining indusiry and
the people en the goldfields, and whilst T
do not desire to take any dog in the man-
ger attitude, I would like to ask the leader
of the House if these pipes are {o be ex-
tended right and left through all the agri-
cultnral distriets, what is going to hecome
of the goldfields? We will have so many
pipes put down that we will not be able
to pump any water into them, or else we
on the goldfields will be obliged to be
withowt a supply. T do neot oppose
the Bill, because it is a splendid
thing to take this water through
the farmers’ holdings, but I do not think
that the farmers should object to paying a
rate such as is proposed. In these cir-
cumstaneces T think it is necessary to strike
arate. T only rose to point out the state-
ment of the Minister for Works, and to
draw the attention of members to the fact
that the carrying capacity of the pipes
has decreased eonsiderably during the last
few wvears.

Hon. T. H, WILDING (Fast) : To my
mind this rate on the land is going to be
too heavy on the new selector. Af the
present time, when they are suffering
from shortage of water, they feel inclined
to aceept the water at the price offered,
but the time is coming when they will se-
senre waler supplies for themselves, and
this is oing to hear heavily on them. This
is a national seheme, and if the Govern-
ment do lose for the time being in faking
this water ont to the farmers needing it,
it will not hurt them very much.

The Colonial Seeretary: It will mean
inereased {axation.

Hon. T. H. WILDING: I want to show
what it means to the people on the land.
The people along the pipe line to York,
where it passes through the Avon valley,
are paying nothing, and rightly so. The
owners of the land do not require the
water. and they have given the deparl
ment leave to take the pipes throueh their
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land, wbich the department
have done without paying the owners-
compensalion. The land holders along._
the pipe line do not want the water and..
why should they pay taxes for it? It

was for the benefit of York and Beverley, .
and other townships, the pipe was taken

through. I know that in the eastern por--
tion of the disirict there are many men-
who reqnire the water, and mains will be-
taken out at different points on the East-

ern railway through the lands of many

who have gone to a good deal of expense-
in improving their holdings and procur-

ing water supplies. Many men bold from

10,000 to 12.000 acres, some first-class,

some second-class, and some third-class,.
and some grazing land. They. have fenced

in these properfies and got water: and’
now, if the pipe passes through their pro-

perty, may be for a length of three miles,.
they will be asked to pay this rate of 4d..
or 5d. an acre, simply for the benefit of
those beyond them. Of course, they will

be out-voted, because the people on the

different aveas require the water. There

are one or two people who have been

opening up country and stocking it, who

will have to pay this excessive rate on

sandplain. T think something should be

puf in the Bill to protect those who have

already gone to great expense, and who

have had to berrow money and pay in-

terest on it to develop their land, and

who now will have to pay this heavy tax

for the benefit of the people beyond them.

This raie is going to hear too heavily on

them, and I hope something will be put

in the measure te protect them.

Hon. F. Al. CLARKE (Scualth-West) :
T am not goingz {o take up any lime over
this, but we have to admit that from a -
direct finaneial standpoint the Goldfields-
Water Scheme has been a failure. though
indirectly, owing to the iuevensed produoe-
tion from the goldfields, we may eall it a
suceess. It Lus cost the Sinte an immense
amount of money. and it has never been
a paving proposifion diveclly. inasmuch
as the peonle of (he poldfields have had
the benefit of the water at a verv consider-
able rost to the Siate. the scheme nof hav-
ing paid interest, working expenses, ov
anyihing of all.

could not
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Hon. R. D. McIKenzie: Oh, yes, it has.
It is paying working expenses and in-
terest, and a certain amount towards sink-
ing fund at the present time.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: I ean make the
hon. member a present of that and say
thal such is the case, but it opens up
.another very serious question. Will the
sinking fund the hon. member claims is
there be suflicient to replace the pipes in
the very near future? Because it is ad-
mitted all vound that the pipes are going
to pieces every week and that their carry-
ing eapacity is decreasing. Tn fact, they
are geiting out of date, and the sooner
the Governmenl (ake into consideralion
the question of relayving that pipe line
with wooden pipes the belter it will be for
the State at large. I advize the Govern-
ment o o into that matter and not keep
linkering with ir, pufting in a litile patch
here and a hitlle paieh there. T venture to
repeat what I have said, that when we
come fo pan the thing out in a Few vears,
the scheme will cost the State an enorm-
ous amount, and it will not have paid
interest and sinking fund. I want to
have the same privilege exfended to those
people who want water for agriculiural
purposes as is extended to the people on
the goldfields. I look upon the scheme as
a losing game direcily, but indireetly I
think it may be made to pay. That is te
say, I want to give fo these people the
same chances as they bave on the gold-
fields, and to ehavge them as low as we
possibly ean. T venture to say the time
will never rome when wunder ilie present
system it will be made a paying propesi-
tion until it i= lakl down with wooden
pipes which will last for many years
without any deterioration. I have much
pleasure in  supporting the Bill, but I
earnestly advise the Ministry to see that
they do not penalise ene section of the
community, that is, the farmers along the
line, any moie than the goldfields. T
think a fair thing io all pariies is honnie
play.

Ton. V. TIAMERSLEY (Fasi): I
quiie asree with other hon. members that
this measure has very litile to recommend
it. T sincerely hope that the Government
will rot think thal owr opposition from

[COUNCIL.]

agricultureal cenfres to’ thizs measnre is
aimed directly at them becanse they are
now ocenpying the Government benches.

The Colonial Secrefary: How are we
going to be paid for supplying ihe water?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I do not
know, except that those to whom: the water
is supplied should pay for it, Ii must
he remembered that in many instances
this water has been running along the
main pipe lines for ithe service of the
Railway Depariment and 1he community
generally.

The Colonial Seerelarv: Do you not
understand the demands that have been
made to put down these mains?

Hou. V. TTAMERSLEY : I understand
these demands have come from new set-
tlers who have done absolutely nothing
towards seeuring a supply for themselves,
as has been done in the past by most of
throse who have established homes in this
country; and so long as the Government
run out these pipes they will not attempt
to do it.

Hon. W. Marwiek: T'he old settlers have
paid for the water when they =ot it, and
for the pipes also.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It seems to
me a shame that the people past whose
doors these pipes run should have to bear
the expense of about £16 a mile and ¢on-
iribute towards pipes they absolutely do
not require and for which they have no
use. It will be absolutely a misfortune if
& pipe is run past their homes. They cer-
tainly will be penalised to supply water
to some individuals five miles further on,
and I do not see how they should be
direetly penalised to this exfent of £16
a mile, when another man just outside
the 114-mile radius from the pipe, is ex-
empt. Tt seems Lo me a person )just over
ihe border of the 11%4-mile radins ought
to do his share wiih the general com-
munity towards finding waler for the new
cettlers or for the settlers in the dry areas.
This {akes ns haek to a molion which I
moved in the Chamber aboui {wo years
azo. I poinfed oul the danger of set-
tling o many people on the land wilhout
any atlempl whatever, np to that {ime,
ot providing waler supplies, and T ear-
nestly appealed to the then Government
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to put down some trial bores on a cheap
process, similar to what mosi of the set-
tlers in the eastern distriets and in the
north have heen employing; but, unfortu-
nately, the Wilson Government, althongh
warned thai there might be a year with-
out a rainfall, adopted the system of
tanks. It is true they spent a great deal
of money in putting down tanks, but
unfortunately the rainfall bas not filled
them. We find the present Government—
and they are to be congratulated on the
very earnest efforts they have made in
this direction, which are certainly on the
right lines—have put down these trial
bores all over the country, and ¥ am per-
fecily satisfied, from the successes that
have been achieved up to the present, that
they have adopted the vight comrse. T
hope, as the resnlts have been so encour-
aging. they will continue to pnt down
these hores in various localities and fol-
low them up with wells and windmills.
I am satisfied that they will obtain good
results and get plenty of water where now
they are mnning oul pipe lines. T think
it is 2 mistake to charge the cost of these
pipe lines to the individual who owns the
property through which the line runs,
while that individual may net be making
use of the water. Tt is an unfaiv burden
to put this rate of 4d. an acre on these
individuals. Why should net the man
five miles away pay the tax equally with
the man within the radius of 1% miles?
Why not the man 20 miles away? Why
should he not help to bear the burden
of the expenze? These people do not
want the water and do not use it, and yet
we charge them £16 a mile. 1 think this
is essentinlly a bilrden for the whole eom-
munity to bhear; the weneral revenue of
the State should beav this burden rather
than these individuals who have had fthe
misfortune to have a pipe line {laken
through their properiy. And in several
instances these people bave no railway
communication. There are inslances I ean
refer ta where the pipe line is deviated
right away from the main trunk line. The
water supplies for Toodyay and Northam
deviate from (he main line and run
through properties whose owners conserve
all s water they require, being on the

river, or through permanent supplies they
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have put down, so the water supply pipe-
line is not made use of by them, as they-

do not require to use it.
have to be carried right across to Irish-

The water will.

town, and the people a mile and a balf"
from the pipes will be penalised at the-

rate of 4d. per acre, because the people at
Northam and Toodyay want the water,
and some farmers want it extended to
them. They also will have the pipes ex-

tended to Ctoomalling to supply the town--

ship.
whose property that pipe line traverses,

It will be a misfortune to those-

becanse they will be singled ont for this.

tervific rate. T think the Government ave
unwise in bringing down the measnre, and
therefore T move an amendment—

That the Bill be read @ second time
this day stz months.
The PRESIDENT:

onder,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew): We have lislened to a
most extraordinary speech coming from a
representative of the agrieultural com-

There is no sec-

munity, and from one representing the -

people selfled in this parficular distriet.
1 should have expected the hon. member,
instead of adopting the course he has
adopted, to have congratulated the Gov-
ernment upon the course taken, for com-
ing to ithe help of theze people almost
perishing for water, and supplying them
with water, and at zreat expense laying
down 110 miles of pipes.

Hon, V. Iamersley: T did eongratu-
late them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member complains that these people
should not be taxed. T suppose he wanls
the water supply free. As a malter of
fact T do net suppose lhe tax of 4d. an
acre will be sufficient to enable the Glov-
ernment to cover the loss. Even leaving
out the cost of administration allogether,
there will be a loss each vear.

Houn. J. W. KIRWAN (South): I
would not have intruded on this debate
but for the remarks of Mr. Clarke ve-
gavding the finaneial position of the water
scheme. Mrv, Clarke wounld not have made
use of ihose remarks if he had studied the

last annual rveport which has been issued .
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by the Goldfields Water Supply Adminis-
tration. The hon. member scarcely re-
alises that the position of the scheme is
very much betler than he thought it was.
The so-called deficit is a defieit on the
amount of the sinking fund, and it has
been decreasing, In 1909-10 it was
£42.847, bl during last vear it was re-
dneed (o £23,613. That was a very con-
siderable reduction, and in considering
this deficit lion, members, when critieising
{lhe finances of the seheme shonld remem-
ber the position which was made plain
by Sir John Forrest sometime ago. Sir
John Forvesi pointed out {hat, were it not
for ihe water scheme, the cost of running
the railways wounld he greaier ihan it is
at ihe present iime. If il were not for
the waler scheme ihe cost of running the
railways would be eonsiderably more than
£25,000, which is the amount of the so-
called deficit on the water seheme, and
we would have that amount less from the
annual prefils of the Railway Department.
There is another point ihe hon. riember
does nol seein lo be aware of. or ¢lse he
migzhi lhave referved to it in fairness to
the waler scheme, and it is that the pro-
vision for the redemption of that seheme
at present amonnts fo nearfy one million
pounds, ihat is. the proporiion of Siate
sinking fand atiributable lo Goldfields
Water Supply loans is £882,769 the sink-
ing fund raised in respect of the deben-
ture capital and applied in redeeming de-
bentures is £49,653; so that the fotal pro-
vision for redemaption comes to £302,452
whieh is a very ennsiderable proportion
of the total amonnt, Presuming thatl {he
water seliemie continues as at present, the
antual report stales thal provision for
redemption af {he present rate should en-
able (he loans for fthe orviginal works to
be paid off in a little over 15 vears. With
the schemes for slill furlher extensions of
the project. sud for meore economical man-
agement which might be effected, there
will be a still farther reduction of ihe
defieit, and 1t will shorten the period Jur-
ing which the total amaunt may he paid
off. With veference (o the life of the
pipes, there are seme inleresling remarks
in this annaal vepoert. 1F the Lon. mem-
ber had read them, he would have seen

[COUNCTL]

that they justify the belief 1hat the life of
the pipes will be moch lonwer than that
wenernlly believed. At ihe present lime
the Chief Fngineer, acting on the advice
of experts, is experimenting with the view
of prolonging the life of the pipes, and
these remarks are to be found in that
officer’s report—

The carryving out of (he authorised
works for (he prevenlion of internal
corvosion has heen considerably retarded
in consequence of the senrcity of drafis-
men. the ironmonlders’ slrike, and the
necessily of oblaining a large amount
of the material from abroad.
he main body of the report dealing with
that point slated—

Beneficial results have been attained
from the temporvarvy process of lime
trentment. This encourages a Lopeful
expectaiion as o further resulls when
the process recommended by the Eng-
lish experts and adopted by the Gov-
ernment on the advice of a depart-
mental board, is more completely in
operation,

What I have said will perhaps mnle Mr.
Clarke alter his mind somewhat concern-
ing the financial position of this seheme,
and as to what it has eost the ecoumniry. Tt
is a very satisfactory condition of affairs
taking into account the benefits to the
country and the great saving effected on
the working of the railways. T think we
can claim that the waier scheme has not
heen a hurden on the country, as has been
so frequently represented by members.

Hon. F. M. Clarke: T did not say that,

Fon. J. W, KIRWAN: The hon. mem-
her did nei put it in that way,

Flon. F. M. Clarke: I said indivectly
it had paid but diveetly it had not.

Hon. J, W, KIRWAN: 1t will be
found that directly it is not a less; on the
contesiry I {hinlk we ean elaim {hat the
savings on the railways, even thongh they
do not appear in {he raddway figures or
the water scheme figures, are due to the
scheme. As a goldfields member T
am pleased to be able {o support the
Pall, and if it dees mean a small Joss to
the agricutiuri=t [ think we should e pre-
taredd to pay il T was rathier «urpwised
indred 1o hear ihe veinarks made by M

T
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Hamersley on tlhat poini. I (hink the
Government are worthy of cvery eredil
Tor having done so much in this direction.
Quesiion pul and passed,
Bili read a second time.

In Commiltee,

Hon, W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed io.

Clanse 3—PPower to rate couniry land:

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Would the
Coloninl Seeretary explain (he meaning of
the second proviso?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause mennt that there could be a higher
rate imposed if necessary under certain
eircumstances.

Hon. C. A. PIESSIE: A fuller ex-
planation should be given to hon. mem-
bers with regard fto this ¢lause. He took
it that it would be possible to collect a
tax all the way along the railway from

Spencer’s Brook. This proposed {ax
would ruin some of the Farmers.
The Colonial Secretary: They have

all agreed to it.

Hon. C. A. PTESSE: Tt seemed though
that it could be made to apply to existing
pipe lines.

Hon. R. D. MecKENZIE: It was ab-
soluiely necessary for the board to have
power to strike a rate. Tt the Goldfields
Water Scheme were conducted on the
same basis as that of the Bunbury har-
bour works, it would show that it was
making an actual profit. With big figures
to provide for it was absolutely necessary
that the board should have power to strike
the rate.

Hon, ©. M. CLARKE: In the near
future we wonld have fo face the fact
that the pipes wonld have to be renewed.
He would ufilise the water seheme to its
utmost extent and this was one of ihe
directions in whick it eould be used, He
had made his remarks previously, well

knowing what he was saying and
only with the wview that evervone
might know that the corrosion of

the pipes was ecaunsing grave anxiety.
The sooner we made the best use we
could of this scheme by distributing the
water to settlers alongz the route the
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better. It would be better, also, to adwmit
that these pipes were not a suceess. To
make them an unqgualified snceess with
long life we would renuive to replace them.,
with wooden pipes. He failed to see why
these settlers who proposed to use the
water should be in any way penalised.
The acreage theory did not meet with his
approval, hecause in equity we should
fake into consideration the value of ihe
land.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : Under the proposed
systein of rating, a man with, say, three
miles of country along the pipe line might
have to pay £100 per annnm, even thongh
his land did not extend any great distance
back from the pipe line, and although the
land might be of but little value.

The Colonial Secretary: The settler
within a mile and a half of the line
wonld be required to pay 4d. per acre,
while if within 10 chains of the line he
wonld have to pay 5d. per acre.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Would he be re-
quired to pay the same on grazing land?

The Colonial Seeretary: Yes.

Hon. C. Sommers: Does it apply to
leasehold also?

The Colonial Secrstary: Yes.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: If a man had a
big area omder conditional purchase lease,
and was in his early stages, when he
would be faced with considerable expenses
in all directions, this tax would just about
bankrupt him.

Hon. E.M. CLARKE: Attention should'
be ealled to the fact that the Government,
while selling the land on an annnal charge
of sixpence per acre for 20 years, pro-
posed under the Bill to charge the settler
4d. or 5d. per acre per annum for water.

The Colonial Secretary: It is costing
the Government 4144,

Hon. E. M, CLAREE: The Govern-
ment should not try to make the land re-
coup them for everything.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: It was possible,
under the Aet, to take out 5,000 acres of
sand-plain at 3s. 9d. per acre, and have
30 vears in which to pay for it. If the
holder of such an area were to be taxed
4d. per acre for the water, it would
amount to about 30 per cent.; and this
was propnsed notwithstanding the possi-
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bility of the settler baviog sufficient
water of his own. If the pipe line went
through a mile of a man’s country that
man would have to pay £30 per annum,
though he might never take a hucketful
of water, while, if the ling of pipe on
that man’s holding exceeded a mile in
length, and continued on for a distance
.of two miles, the settler would be required
to pay £60 per annam.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
fact thal & man bad & good water supply
Eimself was not taken into account in any
municipality, There all had to pay water
rates alike, whether or not they proposed
to use the common supply. In the course
of the diseussion, the most had been made
of the amount a man would have to pay,
but it was to be remembered that the
amount ineluded the cost of retienlation.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Only to the extent
that the pipe line would pass through the
holding,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: And
the owner could water a flock of sheep at
it. JMoreover, it was necessary that the
Bill should pass in order that the money
advanced by the (Government counld he
secured,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: Possibly it was
necessary that a Bill shonld be passed,
bhut nof this partienlar Bill. A man on a
small pastoral lease of 5,000 acres might
have to pav £30 or £100 per annum for
the passage of this pipe through his land.
What was he going to get out of 1t9 The
Minister had said that he would be able
tn water a flock of sheep at it; bhut it
would not pay fo water a flock of sheep at
8s. per thouwsand gallons. Again, what
was meant by the provision for the pav-
ment of a higher rate in special cases?

The COLONIAT: SECRETARY: The
higher rate need not be paid except at the
request of parties requiring a speecial ser-
vice, TIf the scheme proposed to the Gov-
ernment—~for in such a case the setilers
had to take the mitiative—was of a more
-extensive character than was contemplated
by the Aect, those settlers wonld be in-
formed of the rate which it wounld be
necessary to pay, and it would be left to
them to say whether ar not the scheme

[COUNCIL.]

should be carried out. In any case, those
people had to take the initiative.

Hon, J.F. CCLLEN : But the majority
of the settlers in a district eonld ecommit
the minority to this heavy charge. The
Government had said that they must have
the Bill. At any rate, the Committee
could enter a protest and throw the onus
of the Bill on the Government.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.30 p.m.

Hon. T, H. WILDING: Did this rat-
ing apply to the pipe lines already in ex-
istence?

The COLONIAILL SECRETARY: It
was not the Government’s intention to
make it apply to the existing pipe lines at
present, or for some time to come.
Eventually it might be applied.

Hon. T. H. WILDING: If the rating
were applied to existing pipe lines a great
injustice would be done. When the pipe
line was to be extended to York and Bev-
erley, he had acceded to the request of
the departmental officers that it should be
allowed to pass through his estate. The
officers pointed out that under the Gold-
fields Water Supply Aet they could not
resnme land, or take the pipe through
without permission, unless thev paid com-
pensation. Having allowed them to take
the pipe through this land, it seemed now
that if this measure were passed this
property wounld have to pay a rate of 5d.
per acre, That was a big injustiee, be-
cause the department eonld have been re-
fused permission to go throngh the land,
or big compensation could have been
elaimed. Then in regard to pastoral land,
men had gone to large expense in sinking
wells, making dams, and fencing, and
were now running sheep on this cheap
land, but under this measure the holders
eould not continne to nse the land and
pay the rate of 4d. per acre on aceount
of the water sopply; therefore the land
wonld cease to be utilised. They were
only pavine £1 per thousand aeres by
wav of rental tn the Government, and &
charge of 4d. an acre for water would he
exorbitant.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: There was no
time to alter this Bill and make it tho-
roughly satisfactory withont jeopardising
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«tlte other business on the Notice Paper,
There were two courses open to the Com-
miitee, one to wipe out the measure alto-
gether, which was not desirable, and the
other to allow it to pass in its present
form on the responsibility of the Govern-
meng, and limit its operation to 12
months, Drrving that 12 months the Gov-
ernment could undertake to recast the
measure and bring forward ancther Bill
next session. At the proper time he
would move a clause to limit the opera-
tiorr of the Bill to 12 months.

Houn. W, MARWICK: The Minister
had assured the Comwmittee that the people
coneerned in this retieulation had given
their consent, and if the Government
would adopt Mr. Cullen’s suggestion

The CHATRMAN : Hon. members must
confine themselves to the matter before
the Committee. The proper stage for
makinrg remarks such as had been made
by Myr. Cullen and Mr. Marwick was at
the second reading stage.

Hon. W. MARWICK : Whilst con-
gratulating the Government on what they
had done to help the settlers in the dry
areas, still, he thought the clause as it
stood would be a hardship on the people
referred to by Mr. Wilding. The clanse
was a dangerous one,

Hon. C, A. PIESSE: Would the Min-
ister give an assuranee thai this rating
would not apply to existing pipe lines?
If the provision was to be made retro-
spective in its application he would not
support it, becanse it was a very danger-
cus clause. He hoped the Government
would amend the clause to make it clear
that the rating would not be applicable
to the existing pipe line; in which event
he would support the measure.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was impossible to give a guarantee that
the measure would not extend to the ex-
icting pipe line in future, but there was
no intention to s¢ extend it at the pre-
sent time. and he did not think that a step
like that would be taken without giving
memhers of hoth Houses an opportunity
to discuss the matter. He understood it
was the intention of the Government to
bring down a Bill later on to meet exist-
ing circumstances. The people to whom
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this Bill applied had all been consulted,
and had eonsented to its provisions.

Houn. T. H. WILDING: This was a na-
tional work, and where the water was re-
guired the scelectors bad as much right to
be provided with it as the miners at Kal-
goorlie had. As there was not a proper
measure before the Committee he moved —

That progress be reported and leave
given to sit again at the next sitiing of
the House.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was hoped that the business of the segsion
would be completed to-night, and if the
motion to report progress were carried.
the Bill would be killed.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .- .- .- 5
Noes - .. .. 14

Majority against .. 9

AYES.
Hon, ¥. Hameraley Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. W. Marwick Hon. G. A. Piesse
Hon. T. H. Wilding {Teiler)

NoES.
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. 4. W. Kirwan
Han. J. D. Connolly Hon. C. dMMceKenzie
Hen. J. F. Cullen Hon. R. D. McKenzle
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. E. Mclarty
Hon. J. A. Dolaod EHon. M. L. Mose
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. F. O. Brimage
Hon. D. G. Gawler (Teller).
Hon. A. G. Jenkins

Motion thus negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 4, 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Rate for unexpired portion
of year when new pipe is laid:

Hon. T. H. WILDING: Would the
Minister give an assarance that this would
not be made to apply to pipe lines al-
ready in existence before another measure
was brought down?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: In
twelve months time the Minister for
Works intended to apply this Act to all
exisling lines.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 7, 8, 9—agreed to.

New Claunse:
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Hon. J. F. CCLLEN moved—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 10—"“This Act shall continue
in force until the 31st December, 1912,
and no longer.

If that clanse was not put in, there would
‘be no alternative for the House bui to re-
fuse to read the Bill a third time. Tf
would never do to give any Government
power at the present time to drive all
these people from their holdings. Afier
twelve months ihe Government would
have power to levy all over the place 5d.
an sere. As it was, the thing was mon-
strous. T'herve was no desire to throw out
the Bill because the Government wonld
say thal they tried to give the people
water, and the Legislative Council refused
it. The Legislative Council wanted these
1eople to have ywater, even though the
‘whole of the taxpayers had to pay. The
CGovernmeni could nol do much mischief
under {he RBill in the first twelve months
in the way of driving people, who did
nol want the water, off their holdings.
Before the end of that time the Govern-
men could hring down a proper Bill,

Ton. M. L. MOSS: The Committee
shonld support Mr. Cullen’s amendment.
He (Mr. Moss) wonld have heen more
pronounced in his opposition. but for the
faet that he did not want it asserted that
the Tegislative Council had done anything
to prevent ihe Government from supply-
ing water to those people who were in
need of it. We should have the onnor-
tuniiv of revising the whole position after
the period mentioned in M1, Cullen’s
amendment had expired. He would like
to know what taxalion proposals the Gov-
crnment intended to submit next vear.
Thev were bonnd to he pretty consider-
able.

‘the COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
amendment moved by Mr. Cnllen would
nol be aceepinble fo the Government.

Hon, J. . Cullen: Yon ean bring down
:another Bill then.

The COLONTAL STECRETARY: If
the amendmenis were agreed to all eal-
culatioms wonld he upset.

Honr. M. L. MOSS: Il would be betler
to see {he Government’s ealenlalions up-

[COUNOIL.]

set than to throw a heavy burden on the
people.
New clause put and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes .. .. ..o 12
Noes . .. .. 8

Majority for.. .. 4

AYES.

Hon. M. L. Mass

Hon. C. A, Piesse
Hon. T. H Wtlding

' Hon. SirE. H. Wittenoom

Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hen, J. F. Cullen
Hon. D. G. Gawler

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett

Hon. V. Hamersley 'Hcm. C. McKenzie
Hon. W. Marwick i (Teller).
Hon., E. McLarty |

Noks,
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. R. Laurie
Hon. 1. A. Doland Hon. R. I). McKenzle
Hon. J, M. Drew Hon, T, F. O. Brimage
Hon. A. G. Jenkins {Teller).
Hon. J. W. Kirran

New clanse thus passed.
Pirst schedule:

Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved an amend-

ment—
That in line 2 the word “five” be
struck oul and “{three” inserted in lieu.
The objeet was to vednce the rate from
5d. to 3d. per acre. As it was, it would
be necessary to pay £24 annunally in rent,
£20 in rates at 5d. an acre to whieh they
wounld be liable, and a sum not exceeding
£5 as provided in the schedule, which
would make a total of £49. Tt wonld be
impossible to bear this amount of taxa-
tion. :

The Colonial Seeretary: The hon. mem-
ber surely does not understand what he
proposes fo do.

Hon C. A, PIESSE : That went to
show ihe danger of rushing important
BRills like this at the last hour. We had
not had time {o consider the measure.

Hon, J. P. CULLEN : The Minisler
wus not quite enrect in his answer to Mr.
Piesse. The intention of ihe clause was
that if a pteee of lund was so close to
fhe line that its nearest boundary was
within 10 echains, it eonld be rated for a
mile and a half back.

Hon. E. MeLARTY : Now we had
restricted the operations of the Bill to
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12 months we might let it go and give it
sa trial. No doubt Lhe Government had
‘based their estimate on the 3d. rate.
Amendment put and negatived,
First Schedule agreed to.
Second Schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

the

s to Recommitial,

Hon. T. H. WILDING moved—

That the Bill be re-committed for the
purpose of further considering Cluuses

2 and 3.

Hon. J. F. COLLEN : The Committee
had thrown the responsibility of the Bill
+on ithe Government and during the next
twelve months it was hoped that a pro-
-per Bill would he passed.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : We had put
up onr protest against this measure and
“within the next twelve months there
would be such an outery that a better
measure would he hrovght before Parlia-
« ment.

Hon. 1. H. WILDING asked leave to
withdraw his motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

Report of Commiltee adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned to
-the Legislative Assembly with an amend-
- ment.

STATUTES COMPILATION—
CRTMINAL CODE.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
-J. M. Drew) : T beg to move, without
“notiee,—

That puvsuant to the Statuies Com-
pilation sct, 1905, thiz House hereby
directs the compilation, with its amend-
ments, of the Criminal Code ect, 1902.

A similar motton has heen passed in an-
other place. The Government requirve
~authority under the Compilation of Acts

of Parliameni Aet 1903 to compile the
¢ Criminal Code Act.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By ihe COLONTAL SECRETARY : 1,
Report of Water Supply, Sewerage and
SDratnage Depariment ; 2. Annual report
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Bunb-ur_\' Harbour Boaxd; 3, Annual Re-
port Registrar of Friendly Societies,

BILL—TRANSCONTINENTAL
WAY.
Message veceived from the Assembly
notifying that the Couneil’s amendiments
had been agreed ta.

RATL-

BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Assembly
nolifying that the Conneil’s amendment
had been agreed to,

BILL—NORSEMAN-ESPERANCE
RATLWAY.

Second Weading—Bill rejected.

Debate resumed from an earlier Liour
of the sitting.

The COLONIATL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) : T wish to make a personal
explanation before this debate iz re-
snmed. I'n rhe eourse of my introduetory
remarks there was an interjection as to
what the harbour would cost and T said
that it would cost £500,000 iv make a
perfect harbour. I wish it to be dis-
finctly understood that the informmation
which T gave then was gained from a
private eirenlar, I did not glean my infor-
wation from any offeial docuwment. I
find now that instead of £300,000. the
cost will be from £30,000 to £75,000.

Hon. M. 1. Moss : Is the £50,000 an
authorifative statement ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
could not say.

Hon. M. T.. Moss @ T wanl to know if
it is with authority, for we shall know
how to freat it then.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
conld not say.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) : There
is a greal deal of matier I would like to
deal with in supporting the second read-
ing of this Bill, but I recognise that at
this stage of the business of the session
it wonld not be fair to the Government,
or lo Lhis Honse, for me to inflict upon
it anything in the nature of a long speech.
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What T have to say will be very’ brief
and, ¥ trust, to the point. Probably I
shall have to leave ont a great deal of
matter that would help to make the case
stronger, but under the -circumstances
members mpst recognise that in the few re-
marks I shall make I cannot deal with the
matter in sueh a comprehensive way as to
do justice to the projeet. I am in this House
one of the members who represent the
province through which the proposed rail-
way would be constructed, and I have
been associated with the movement for its
construction for a considerable number of
years. It is a movement which personally
I have bad a strong belief in, believing
it will he a great advantage to the State
and add practically a2 new provinece to
Western Australia. I know of no railway
in any State in Australia—no State rail-
way—that has been so long before the
publie, or which has caused a greater
amount of discussion, both in Parliament
and outside, thal has caused a greater
amount cof controversy on the platform
and in the Press, thap this project. Al-
though the case for the railway has be-
come very much stronger in recenl yeors
than in ihe past, I find the arguments
used against it are just the same, and the
argmnenis are lhose wiich, foolishly to
my mind. asserl lhal this railway will
do an injury io the interests of n small
section of the people in Perth and Fre-
mantle. The opponents of this railway
ave the opponents of deceniralisation, and
ne matler if we advance the railway io
supply the goldfields wilh a port, or as
a railway for agrienliural purposes, which
is the main reason advanced for it in
recent years, the arguments against it are
exactly the same. In Lbe first instanece,
some 16 years ago, when the agitation for

that railway started, the desire was
that it should be wused as fthe
natural port of the goldfields, be-

eause it is so much nearer to the gola-
fields than the port of Fremantle, and in
consequence of that helief there was a
town built up al Esperance and the Cov-
ernment spent a considerable sum  of
money there in a jetty. cuslom house, and
other improvements of that kind. The

CGoverwment  expenditure has heen vaui-

[COUNCIL.]

ously estimated at from £50,000 to.
£70,000. There was a population there

of 2,000 people, but that population has .
dwindled down to something like 200.

The hopes that were vaised of the port

becoming great and popuolous, which it

was believed would be the case in those
days lave heen shattered. The refusal

of the railway has had the effect of driving

people away, and we see at Eisperance per-

haps the most striking example of the evils

of centralisation. A once prosperouns port

has been ruined and deserted as the result

of that poliey. The line we now have be-

fore us, the permanent survey for which:
was made some 10 years ago, I would just

like Lo remind members is not befure this

Chamber for the first time. Tt was be-

fore the Chamber in Pecemiber, 1902, and

anyene who likes to turn up Hensard for

that date will find sowe verv irnjevesiing

speeclies bearing on the quesiion. Ib waz .
bioughi forward on a motion by Alr. {Jon-

ncily, in the following terms: ~

T'hat in the opinion of this House,
tae immediate construction of a raii-
way connecting Esperance Bay with the -
Eastern Goldfields would he of great
benefit to the State.

That motion referred to (he imotnediate -
eonstruciion. 1t was amended” by Mr.
Jenkins, and put in ihis form, and ear-
ried—

That, in ihe opinion of this House,
it is desirable that a railway, conneet-
ing Esperance Bay with the goldfields,
should be eonslrucled as early as pos-
sible.

That was nine vears ago. The House, by
a substantial majority, then considered this-
railway should he eonstructed “as early
as possible,” and it is only now we have
a Bill for ils construction before the
Chamber., The molion was carried by 13
votes to 9, and I find that there are in the -
Chamber to-day several memhers who
voted in favomr of the motion, namely.
Mr. Brimage, Mr. Connolly, Sir Winthrop
Hackett, Mr. Jenkins, Mr, Sommers, and
Mr. Glowrey., Each of these gentlemen
spolke strongly in favour of the proposal. .
I would like to read extraets from the
various speeches delivered bv those hon.
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members, not in any sense io recall the
past, but simply 1o assist my argument.
1 would like to use one speech in partieu-
lar, to which I have previously referred
in the House, as it put the case for the
railway in an exceedingly favourable way,

.and that was the speech in which Sir

Winthrop Hackett referred to the need
for opening up the vaeant spaces in the
southern portion of our great State. He
took a statesmanlike view of the matter,

-and I am glad to find he is still in favour

. of Lthe eonstruction of this railway.

I can

- quite understand hon. members who in

- stronger for the railway.

1902 may have voted against the pro-
posal for the Esperance railway voting
for it to-day now the case is so much
A man might
adopt, in 1902, a policy of caution and of

- delay, and vole ngainst the railway, and
* I could understand sueh an hon. member

. anlieipate any such result.

. duced hy at least half.

now voting in favour of it, beecause so
many new facis have come to light, es-
pecially the great value of the land he-
tween Esperance and Norseman; bub it
would seem an extraordinary thing if any
member who then voted for the construc-
tion of the line “as early as possible”
would now vote against it. I do not
Bince that
motion was carried in the Council, the
case for the railway has become more
powerful, The line has since been constrie-
ted for half the distance, and that makes a
very different condition indeed, inasmuch
as the cost of the railway will he ve-
Another strong
point to which 1 shall vefer is the great
value that has been given to the land
between Norseman and Esperance by vir-
tue of inspeetions made concerning it, and
also by reason of reports, both offieial and
unofficial, and also by the large area of
laud that has already been taken up there.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Do the reports in-

- erease the valne?

»

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The reporls
have educaled Parlinment upon the value
of the land. ¥ormerly there was a general
idea (hat the land between Norseman and
Esperance was of some value, but the re-
ports have emphasised its value, and

. cansed (he public to bhelieve it is munch
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more valuable than it was considered to
be some years ago. I believe the feeling
in favour of the Esperance railway is
more proncunced to-day on the goldfields
than it has ever been before, and the real
reason for that is because of a very laud-
able desire that has spruny up among
the miners on the Easiern Goldfields to
settle on the land. A greal deal has heen
heard of recent yenrs about complaints
miners who have worked for any con-
siderable period underground suffer from.
There is much talk nowadays of fibrosis,
silicosis, and various other complaints the
men naturally regard with a considerable
amount of alarm, and they do not look for-
ward with pleasure to the prospect of
spendivg many long years working on
these mines, and perhaps contracting these
complaints. There is a strong feeling in
favour of settlement on the land. and the
idea has got into the minds of a creat
many miners on the goldfields that the
land between Bsperance and Novseman is
second to no land at present available in
Western Australia. 1 ecan tell the
House an incident that happened fo
me ftravelling down by train’ about
a fortnight ago. There was a man
travelling in the same sleeping ear.
We did not know each other. Ile told me
he had never before in his life travelled
first-class, and thalt he had taken pains
to see that his name was not published ns
travelling on the express, because he
thonght his mates would langh at him.
He told me the story of his life; how he
had battled as a wage-earning miner al-
ways striving to make a competence, and
how he had left a billet on the Greal
Boulder, where he had worked for ten
years, and had taken a (ribute which turn-
ed out very successful; how he and his
mates, by nine months work, secured what
they thought a competence and that his
share came to over £4,000; and he told me
he had already sent his wife and family
to South Australia where he bhad pur-
chased some farming land, and that he was
on his way to join them. I said, “Why
do vyou leave Western Australin? Tomy
mind there is no State in Aunstralia that
has so bright a future” He had been o
farmer in the Eastern 8tates, and he said
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there was onlr one part of Western Aus-
tralia e cared to settle in, and that was
between Esperance and Norseman. He
added that as a vesult of an inspection of
Western Australian lands he was going to
South Anstralia. I said, “Do not go; there
is a Government in power which is now
sywpatbetic to ihe Esperance railway. It
is a pity you purchased land in South
Australia or you would not go.” Ie said
he felt perfectly safisfied, that it was no
use remaining in Western Australia until
that railway was bunilt. He said, “The Gov-
ernment may say they will build ir, but
the cause of centralisation is too strong
in the Legislative Couucil, and ihe Leg-
islative Couneil will never agree to it.”
I then told him who I was.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: And lie said he
knew you all the iime.

Hon. 1. W. KIRWAN: He did not
know me. I had never seen him hefore,
nor had he seen me. | do not (hink he
had the taintest notion who L was. I
am not one of those who go aboul with
railway passes on wateh chains announe-
ing to all and sundry that they are mem-
bers of Parliament. Thai instance is only
oue of numbers I could meniion, As a
vesult of the feeling among miuers for
seltlement in the Esperance distriet, the
movement for the railway has grown
sironger and stronger.  On the 5th Aug-
ust, 1910, the largest and mast represenia-
tive deputation thal ever waited on a Pre-
mier in Western Anstralin waited upon
Sir Newton Moore and asked him for the
immediaie construction of the railway.
That deputation was so large that if it
had been a vequest for a public work in
any part of the Stale except this par-
ticular loeality it would have been im-
mediately granted. The deputation con-
sisted of 18 members of Parliament, and
the divect representatives of eighl muni-
eijalities, seven roads boards, and eizht
public bodies. TFach municipality and
public hody had previously diseussed the
maiter ai meelings. and discussed the
guezlion of sending delegates to the de-
putation, There was nol a single pub-
lie hady that had been asked on the gold-
lields that did noi send a represenialive
to that depulation. As a vesult of the
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deputation 8ir Newion loore arrauged

that the Advisory Board shonld visil the-

district and report upon the lands there,
His promise was made on the 5th Aug-
ust, 1910, but we did not pet the report
of the Advisory Board until the 17th
March last year.
report is quite sufficient 1o justify the
Government in bringing forward the Bill
and this Chamber in agreeing o the
consiruction of (his work. The minority
report has been described as unfavowr-
able. Mr. Moss asked the Colonial Sec-
vetary to read it. 1 shall read it, the
worst poini in all the official reporis,
the only report which in the slighiest de-
gree can be construed as unfavourable.

We have numbers of reports, and if time-

permitted [ would read them all, but

this is the worst of them concernig fhe-

railway, and it is written by Mr. Paler-

son, who speaks of the majority report,.

whiclh vecommends (hat ihe
should be constrieted for GO miles,
majority report savs, “Theve is 1% mil-
lion acres of the best wheal-growing land
at present in poszession of the Crown
with so good a rainfall” Mr. Patferson,
in commenting on ihat, does notl say il is
incorreet; he is not unfavourahle to the
constrmetion of the railway. but he savs
he i= not wholly in aecord with the ma-

railway

jority report, and he recommends cer—

tain experiments. Ile says “I am not
wholly in accord with the recommendation
for the construction of sixty miles in
length.” Then we come to the point re-
ferred to by 1. Moss; Mr. Paterson
SIyS—

The inspectors, Messrs. Hewhy and
May. who eclassified most eavefully
(under very arduous and trying con-
ditions) 3,000 squarve miles of this
mallee land on whieh there is no nal-
ural feed or wafer. were unable to re-
port a betier yvield in any one vear of
more than 2134 cwt, of hay per acre.

And then they went on to give reasons-
why that is so, and the reasons are that-

farming in thal particular loeality is not

carried on in the up-to-date. scientifie -

way in whiclt it is in ihe more favoured
distriets.  Mr, Paferson says, “This, no
doubt, is largely due to the fact that

That Advisory Board's-

The -
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farmers liave not heen praclising ihe
fallow svstem and wsing Ffertilizers.”
That is the explanaiion Lor the vield in
this particular districi,  Then bhe goes on
to vefer to the water in the following
terms:—

The inspectors have ue doubl ihat
the waier diffieuliv will he a very ser-
ious matier for farmers, and give as
their reason for this statement rhat
the land is very porons, the salt waler
leve! appears to bhe rvaiher close to the
sucface, and the fact that from lake
View to 16 miles north of sperance,
althouglh the iraffic is very small. the
teavelling public and {he seitlers ave
dependent on condensers for their sup-
ply  which certainly  confirms  their
opinion that fresh waier will not be ob-
tained by sinking and there are no gul-
lies ov water courses over Lhe whole
-of this large mallee belt, and what to
me iz mwore disconraging is that in
occasional  depressions locallv  desig-
nated lagoons or fresh water swamps
none appear to have had any water in
them for the past 10 or 12 vears.

I should say that is the stalement of a
man who has not been any very long
Peviod in the distriet. 1 bhave here re-
ports to he eontrary. T have travelled
over that eountry without seeing a de-
pression that was not full of waler: and
that is nof nearly fen years nwo. N
Dwyer. a seitler who has taken wnp land
down there and is working if, tells me
that the dams consiructed by the lale
Government in this loeality are as tieh
as a bottle and ave all holding water. and
that the dams he has constructed on his
private estate are holding waler.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Which
is that trom?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Mr, Michae!
Dwyer, one of the many settlers who have
gone down there and have faith in the
future of the conntry. They also be-
lieve this House and another place
are disposed to o  justice (o that
distriet by constructing  the railway,
and they are bravely facing all the
adverse circumstances of pioneer set-
tlement in an endeavour to wmake homes
for themselves and their families. T have

Dwyer
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no wish to say things I ought not to say
of Mr. Frank Wilson, but I must remind
hon. members that at the recent elections
Mr. Wilson spoke of this district as being
a waterless region. I have received letters
from people down there. and their ¢om-
plaint was that there was {oo much waler,
They wrole in a plaintive way, saying,
TE the Premier of the State ean do us
no good, will he not agree to do us no
harm; will he not retrain from defaming
aurr lands?’7 Tt seems to me it is high
treason in the State to say one word in
oppoasition o ihe value of the land in
any part of the State exeept thai belween
Espervanee and Norseman: but it you say

one word in  favour of ihe ksper-
anee lamds and railway you are de
nounced as disloval o the Stare.

The lovalty that applies to Western Aus-
tralia, it seems, ought not to be exieided
te this particular distriet. The Iand in
the Tsperance-Norseman district is mal-
lee land, and the reason why the miners
to whom I have referred are so keen to
settle on that land is becanse it has the
characieristies of land in the Siates
whenee they eame: and T an told by
those who know the mallee lands in the
Eastern States that this is the ounly part
of Wesiern Austroliz where the mallee
land is similar te the mallee lands xo
highly prized in the other States. In its
lands Pinnareo is identieal with the dis-
trict this railway will serve. Let us look
at what happened in the Pinnaroo dis-
triet under similar eireumstances. M.
T. C. Best, a sueeessful South Australian
farmer, writes as follows :

The Governinent was asked to eon-
siruef a railway through the arca. a
distance of 117 miles from Tailem
Bend. A the valne of the counlry
was not then sufficiently known, it was
stipulated that 100,000 aeres must he
first selected. This was done, and the
raibway consructed- at a eost of
£131,000. The result has heen a sur-
prise to most people, and the line, with
ihe exeeption of the suburban line from
the port to Adelaide has proved the
most profitable in South  Australia.
The rainfall is about 14in., and the
country of a sandy nature. The aver-
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aze yield has been from 12 to 14 bushels

per aerve, in fact wmany farmers are

zetting over 20 bushels.
The gentleman whoe was chairman of ihe
Parliamentary commission which reported
on that mallee land, AMr. J. W. White,
savs that the Esperance-Norseman land is
andounbtedly superior, in quality of the
soil and in respect to the yainfall, lo the
Phimaroo distriet. Mr. Sirawbridge, the
Surveyor General of South Australia,
writes of this same Pinnaroo land as fol-
lows:—

The suecess of the Pinnarco setile-
ment through the opening of the land
by a railway has been almost pheno-
menal. The whole area which but a
few years ago was considered hy most
persons as a worihless desert is now
one of the most prosperous favming dis-
tricts. The population is estimated at
2,700, several flourishing towns are
in  existenece. Tast year 825,000
bushels of wheat were reaped and
6,669 acres of erop weve cut for hay.
A very much larger area is now under
crop, and there are in the district about
3,000 horses and 1,000 cattle.

That applies to the mallee lands of South
Anstralia. Let me now mention the
mallee lands of Vietoria. The Weekly
Times, a Vietorian newspaper which
takes a great Interest in agrieultural
affairs has this lo say of the mallee—

One faet sltands onk plainly in the
pazt 20 vears’ history of the mallee.
As an invesiment, no section of Vie-
toria has given a better return on the
oatlay. The mallee has heen before
all things the eountry of the small
hecinner. At Hopetoun a shearer of 18
years ago to-day is worth between
£20.000 and £25,000. Af Rainbow is
a farm labourer of 13 years ago who
is now worth in the selling value of his
Jand between £30.000 oand £40.000.
Praperties worth between £10.000 and
£20,000 are common. The mallee is
now the ehief wheat growing asset
of ¥ietoria. During the past three
years an average of at least £€1,000,000
per annnm worth of wheat has been
taken out of this section. Tn 1909 a
larger area was selected than in the
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previous five years put together. The
population musl now be in the neigh-
borleod of 20,000. The cultivatable
mallee rainfall vavies from about 15
to about 11 inches,
That is evidence of what ean be done on
land of a similav characier to the mallee
land of Norsewan-Lsperance, In the re-
pout of the majority of the Advisory
Board, from which the leader of the
House quoted, ilere is one peint which
cannot be too strongly emphasised. 'This
is the pargraph to whieh I refer—

We may state that this large extent
of wheat-growing country—some 14
million acres—is the greatest area of
wheat land, as far as we know at pre
sent in the State in possession of the
Crown with so good a rainfall.

1 ask any hon. member, if a similar report
had been made regarding any locality ex-
cept this wonld the railway not have been
immediately coustructed. Withonl ques-
tion the delay has been wholly be-
cause a certpin  nnmber  of  people
stupidly believe that the conslruction of
this railway might injure the vested in-
terests of Perih and Fremantle. But for
this the line would have been ronstrueted
many vears aga. I have heve the repori of
Mr, Surveyor Watkins, who has lived
down there a good many years. Mr. Wat-
kins save—

The elay underlying the loam has
been tested fo a depth of from 9ff. to
15ft, and found to be retentive, good
holding ground for water conservation,
and free from salt in places.

That is an answer to the statement that
this is not good holding ground. He goes
on to say—
Water ecan rendily he covserved in
excavated tanks, the clav heing deen
and verv znitable for the purpose. Parvls
of I(his land ecan bhe cleared and
ploughed at from 20s. to 33s. per acve.
T understand that is cheap for cleaving
land in Western Australia, The repori
continues—
The whole eountry westerly from the
railway survey ecan he cleared and
plenghed at an average price of 23s.
per acre, Clearing and ploughing east-
erly from the railwax survey would
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prohably cost a hitile more per ncre as

more tall timber is met with.
He goes on to say—

It is a large area of splendid conntry

of uniform quality with good loam and

elay subsoil, is eminenily suited for
cereals. It has a reliable rainfall and
exceptionally favourable elimale, is in
close proximity to the surveyed line of
railway, within easy distance of a good
harbour with shipping faeilities and
eapable of supporting alarge and pros-

perous community and estabiizhing a

profitable and large export trade,

If any bhon. member would like further
information in regard to the distriet I
will gladly supply it. Over 175,000 acres
has already been taken up. When we con-
sider that the total enltivated area in the
whole State is only something like 700,000
acres, and that this report states that
there will be rendered available by the
construction of the railway an area of
ahnost twice that extent, one might well
ask what justification there can possibly
be for nof constructing the railway with-
out further delay. I ean anticipate some
of the arguments to be used by those who
will speak on the other side of the ques-
tion. More particularly will reference be
made to the cost of harbour constrietion
at Esperance, a bogey that has been raised
to frighten people.

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
million,

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The hon. mem-
ber does not know very mueh of what he
is talking about. I have here a report of
the Chamber of Mines, a body represent-
ing those who are anmually distributing
millions in wages in Western Anstralia.
This report. poblished some years ago,
was strongly in favour of the construe-
tion of the line, and dealing with the
guestion of the harbour at Esperanee this
1 what the veport said—

A careful study of the Admiralty
eharts furnished with tlis report, to-
gether with extracts from Supplement
to the Australian Directory, Vol. I,
corrected to 15th November, 1900, and
published by ovder of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, gives much
valuable information. Aeccording to.the

It is only half a
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above data there is good ingress and
egress to and from the port threugh
the Canseway Channel, and good an-
charage throughout the bay. The
south-west winds eause a heavy sround
swell during short periods of the year.
Your commiftee is of the opinion that
the harbour at Esperance is sufficiently
good for all purposes, the depth of
water heing ample (vide Admiraliy
charts) with a good and safe holding
around (vide sailing divections). A
short distance north of the present
jetty there is a depth of 40 feet of
water about 500 yards from the fore-
shore. The rates of marine insurance
at the present time from the Eastern
ports to Esperance, nnd the raies of
freight for the carriage of goods are
the same as those charged to Fremantle.
Taking everything into consideration,
the weight of evidence enables your
committee to report that the harbour
of Esperance is a safe and ecommodions
harbour.
They further go on to say—
The Government have already spent a
eongiderable sum of money in the eree-
tion of a jetty, enstoms sheds, storage
sheds, and publie buildings, all of which
ave of a permanent and substantial
character, and your committee is of
opinion that an expenditure of £75,000
would be ample to cover the cost of
additional jetty accommodation, light-
hounse, buovs, floating lights, eie.
That is the total amount to provide every-
thing that would be necessary in connec-
tion with the harbour, and yet we con-
stantly hear statements that it would cost
hundreds of thousands from those whuse
poliey ix to deery this partienlar portion
of the State in the interests ol those
wha believe that the railway would be
an injury to Perth and Fremantle. That
is a false iden. Esperance wounld never
be a great port; it wonld be merely a
port sufficient to export the pro-
ducts of the distriet. As the produetion
of the distriel increased, the export trade
of the port would grow proportionately,
but Fremantle is now and will always con-
tinue to be the leading gate-way to the
State, and that position will he still fur-



1472

ther strengthened when the Transcontin-

ental Railway is eonstructed. It does
seem a pity that a portion of the State
which would add greatly to the wealth of
the people, should be kept back in the
interests of a few individnals. I have
very little more to say, but I would ask
this House to agree to this Bill for many
reasons. Ouce is that the permanent sur-
vey of this line was completed as far back
as 1902, I would also remind members
that the railway would open up over 114
million acres of first-class couniry with a
satisfactory rainfall, and which would be
eagily available. The GQovernment pro-
mise immigrants  and others plenty
of land, and {hat land, whether it
is sold or let, will undoubtedly pay
for the ecost of the constiuclion of
this  railway.  Substantial prices are
now being paid by the Govern-
ment for resumed estates, and this line
would open up what is practically en-
tirely Government land, and no large
areas are in the hands of private holders;
besides, something like 170,000 acres has
already been selected, and portion of that
aren is in course of improvement, I
would also ask the Honse to pass the Bill
because the whole of the people on the
Eastern Goldfields have asked for it for
many years, The recent eleclions have

shown that whalever may  be the
attitude  of this  Chamber, the peo-
ple of Western Ausiralia have asked
for the consztruetion of this line.

The charge laid against the Labour party
was that if they were returned to power
they wonld build the Esperance railway.
That was said over and over again during
the eleetion ecampaign, and in spite of
that, the Labour party were returned to
power by a majority of more than two to
one. T.et ns look throvgh the eleetion
results for the whole State, and we will
see how this is effeeted. T venture to say
that there was not a single man who
wonld have had a ghost of a chance of
heing returned for any seat on the East-
ern Goldfields, either for another place or
for this House, who was not in favour of
1his railway. The whole of the members
for the Murchison, the memhber for Al-
hany. and (wo out of ihree of the members
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for Fremantle were returned to support
this railway.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: I have heen
reading the pewspapers regarding the
attitude of Fremantle, and have discussed
the matter with those members. I heard
Mr. Boltom, when speaking on this Bill in
another place, say that he was pledged to
support this railway, and although the
Esperance Railway was used against the
Fremantle members, yet two of them were
returned to support it. The farmers in
the Williams-Narrogin district refurned
Mr. E. B. Johnston, although he was a
pledged advoeate of this rvailway, and by

relnrming  him  in the  cirvenmslances
showed at any rare ihat  they had
no  fear of the line. This Tonse
may adopt a hostile attitude. bhut

that does mnolt alter the faet that the
whole of the people of this State are not
paroehial, and they have shown that they
wanted this line. By twenty-seven votes
to thirteen, the Legislative Assembly
passed this Bill, and that is a clear indi-
cation of the views of the people of
Western Australia. T wish. before I con-
elude, to offer on behalf of my constitu-
ents—and T believe this will be re-echoed
throughout the Eastern Goldfields—my
thanks to the present Government for the
stand that they have taken coneerning
this railway. Whatever may he the fate
of the Bill in this House, thev at any
rate, had done all they could in this
matter, and the onns of rejecting the Bill
and retarding the progress of the State,
by preventing the development of this
large area of wheat-growing country, will
rest entirely on the Legislative Couneil.
That i the light in which the people whe
want this railway will view it. The peo-
ple of Western Australia showed by the
vote in the Legislalive Assembly that they
at any rate arve in sympathy with the
zoldfields people, that they take a hroad-
minded view, and that they are not paro-
clialists,  The people on tle old-
fields will not forget that it is not the
people of the State generally who are
hlocking this Bill. The Tahour Govern-
ment in the Commonwealth have passed
the Transcontinental Railway Bill through



“both Houses of the’ Féderal Legislature,
in spite of great opposition. Now the
‘State Labenr Government have introduced
this Bill and carried it through the
Assembly., Both in (he Federal and Slate
.Parliaments they have proved that they
recognise that railway- construction is in
.accordance with the advancement of the
people.  The State Government have no
fear as to the fulure of this State. It
will remain for {he Legislative Council to
show that they are snpporters of cen-
tralisation and have no faith in Western
Australia, by blocking (he policy of rail-
wuay extension if they do not pass this
HIR

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (West): Mr. Kir-
‘wan in his remarks indicated the attitude
.that T will take over this Bill when he told
hon, members that I was an opponent of
.this line,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I do not think I
referred to you.

Hon. M, L. MOSS: The kon. member
frequently used my name in the course of
his speech, and he was quite right in what
he said. I am opposed to this railway.
If we are to judge this project by the
case put up by the Colonial Secretary in
introdueing the Bill, we wonld have no
Jesitation in throwing it out. He gave
us not a solitary figure as to the total cost
beyond saying that £2,500 per mile would
be about the cost. He did not say what
-the total cost would be; what the cost of
-equipment would be, or what was the
population of this area, and when one
looks at the notes of the Minister’s speech,
eonsidering that this is a projeet which
will entail an expenditure of £312.000 for

construction, and £112,000 to equip it -

‘with rolling stock, to say nothing of
harbour improvements at Bsperance, it
seams lo me that a project involving
nearly half a million of money so far as
the line is concerned. and aceording to
the  Colomial  Seeretary, another half
miihion for harbour extension and im-
provemenl——

The Colonial Seeretary: Tt is not fair
Ag make ilai slntement,

PTon, AL T.. MOSS: T shall not it the
Minister in a ladse light. T am going to
«quote bis own obzervaiions at the time
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when he was free and independent in this
matter. Probably this projeet. ineluding
harbour exiension, will mean, according
to the Alinister’s own words, auything be-
tween a million and one abd a half mil-
lion pounds, and there has never heen a
more [limsy case put up. I sympathise
with the Colonial Seeretary in this maiter,
because he does not believe in thiz pro-
ject for one moment.

The Colomal Secretary: [ certainly do
now,

Hon. M. L. AMOSS: The Minister says
that he ceriainly does believe in it now,
He has not conlested an election ginee
1946, and if lie helieves in it now. wo
hon. member has ever made a more siu-
peundous somersault than he has. 1 pro-
pose (0 quote from Hansard a speech
made by the hon. member on the 10th
December, 1906.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That was live
years ngo.
Hon. M. [ MOSS: Yes, but the hon.

member has nof been befovre his consti-
tuents since.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He has bheen be-
fore them as a Minister.

The Colonial Seeretary: 1 have advo-
cated it since fhese reports werve puhb-
lished.

Hon. M. L, MOSS: If the report is
what has (urned him there is nothing in
the report to jnstify his somersault.
These are his own words in 1906—

T know my Government support it-—
He is velevring io the former Labour Gov-
ernmeni—

but T do net suppori it, and 1 cectainly

will not be hound by anything my Gov-

ernment did, i will be found if this
sertion-——
This refers (o the Coolgardie-Norseman
line—
be underiaken and completed, an agita-
tion will be started on the fields for an
extension to Esperance; and that de-
mand we shall be unable to resist any
more than we ecan sweep out the ocean
with a broom. From every centve be-

Iween Southern Cross and Lawlers will

come a ery for the extension of the line;

and there is no doubt it will be ex-
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tended wiihin a short perviod. 1n what
position will this State then be placed?
These were the arguments of Mr. Drew in
1906, and they are wmine to-day.
The Colonial Secretary: The position
has changed.
Hon. M. L. MOSS: It bas nol changed.
The hon. mewber continued—
We shall have to compele directly
against South Australia, which Siate
will be placed in a far betier position
for competing against ourselves than it
occupies to-day. South Ausirvalin ecan
now land produce in Fremanile at vates
which shui out many of our loeal pro-
ducers; but the agricultwral products
of Western Austraha, or the great bulk
of them, will have absolutely no chanee
if the railway be extended to Esperance,

as I feel eonfident it will be, withil a -

few years, if we sanction this project.
In addition, the Perth and Fremantle
merchants are surely entitled to some
consideralion.  Arve we to provide a
raitway and eventually Lo provide a port
to compete with the port of Fremantle,
on which something iitke £1,350,000 has
been spent with the inientton of making
it the fiesi port in Western Australia?
This is the fieslt step fowards waking
another port te compete not ontv with
Fremantle but with Western Australia
as a whole.
A little lower down he said—
T am told, I have read, and T have every
reason io believe, that the port of Fs-
perance will péed an expenditure of not
less than a million of money to render
it suitable for shipping on a luarge
seale.
At first the hon, member said that {he cost
would be £300.000, and then there was a
wonderful  change, when thal £500,000
was cut down (o £50,000. In 1906 he said
it would requive a million.
we to helieve?
The Colonial Seeretary: I think I got
the information from you, at the time.
Hon. M, L. MOSS: The hon. memher
knows he is only romancing when he says
that. Just one further guotation from the
hon. member’s speech—

Seldom do any Government ask all Lhey
want in one breath. That is my experi-

Whieh arve’
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ence. Governmenis move gradually, but
move with certainty; and that will be
the result of this seheme, 1 am pledged
by the agricultural population io oppose
this line. Self-preservation is ihe first
law of naiure. They recognise it is but
right to do all they ean to protecl their
intevests. 1 have listened to the argu-
ments of ihose who advoeale this
schemwe, and {he arguments seem to me
to be nine points timber and one puiat
gold. We have heard much of limber,
and one wonld imagine there was an
immense goldfields demand for timber,
which demand could nol be supplied un-
less this line was construeted. I admire
the slrenuons advocaey of tlie support-
ers of the Bill; I admire their efforts
extending over many years, their great
enthusiasm, and the induostry with which
they have carried on their campaign.
For this they deserve every credit; but
their energy will not interfere with or
influence my judgment. T intend to op-
pose the second rveading.

That was the aitiiude of Mr. Drew in
1906, when he pledged his word as an hon.
member that in his belief it would cost
a million fo make a harbonr there, and
when he said he was pledged to his con-
stituents to oppose this line. It has heen
gaid by Mr. Kirwan that this was one of
the questions which was prominently be--
fore the eountry at the time of the elec-
tions. The question at election time was
the Lahour platform againsi the poliey of
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson definitely said
that antil he got further information
about this line, the country wonld not
be justified in embarking on huge expendi-
turve, which would be invelved in its con-
struction.  To suggest for one moiment
that the members who were returned for
Fremantle dealt with this as a prominent
question is not corveel. I altended as
many meetings which were held during the
last election campaign as Mr. Kirwan, and
I never heard the guestion of the Esper-
ance railway raised. I venlure to say that
if any person representing a Fremantle
constituency had gone on a platform and
advocated the eonstruclion of that line
that man wounld never have got a seat im
the Legislafive Assembly.
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Hon. J. W, Kirwan: They were pledged
“to ity arid they said so.

Hon, M. L. "MOSS:'T say ‘that on ne
platform- during that eampaign was the
queslion of fhis railway ever -discussed.

"Hon. J. W. Rirwan: Other members of
Parliament say it was.

Hon. M. L., MOSS: I am wware that
Mr. Bolton did make a statement in the
Legislative Assembly, the other evening,
to that effect, but it was an dbsolute stag-
gerer to me. Mr. Carpenter has cerlainly
not voted for it, and I presume that Mr.
Angwin is somewhat in the same hoat as
"My, Drew,

‘Hon, T. M. Clarke: Alv. Thémas was
returneéd pledgéd lo vote aguinst this rail-
‘way.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Under this system
of government it is impossible to get six
or seven men who can see eve to eye on
the same ruestion. AMen have to sink their
individaal opinions on many questions,
~and that is why T sympathise with M.
Drew in having to sink the pledges he
made to his constituents and support this
line. The hon. member referred to the
reports of Lhe Advisory Board. It is a
fael, and I hope Mr. Nodd will make a
note of what I say, because Mr. Drew I
notice iz absent from the Chamber, that
My, Gibb  JMaitland, the Government
Geologist, was sent to this locality to as-
certain whether there was an nndereronnd
-supply of water. Mr. Maitland returned
to Perth in Seplember. 1911, but has he
reported? 1 believe he must have done so,
and if zo, why has the report not been
put vpen the fable of the House? That
is a matter of considerahle moment, in
view of the two reports which have been
presented to us. The majority report
viewed the nuestion from this standpoint,
thal froem the 30-mile stage to 70 miles
north of Esperance they say that there is
g malles belt of eountry and that it com-
prises a million and a quarter acres of
‘land that is zood for wheat growing; they
sav further that all they recommend is the
construetion of this line a distance of 60
miles from the coast. at a cost of £1.700
per mile, or a total of £102,000, They
-therefore only justify the line as an agri-
cer'tural line, and thev say it ought not
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to be econstrueted further ihan 60 miles
north of Esperance. They draw atfen-
tion to the fact that this is a waterless
area, and when T eall for the report of
Mr. Gibb Maitland, in view of that
majority report that is trotted out to sup-
port the line, is it not a fair thing for
the House to ask when the majority re-
port declares this to be a waterless area,
that if the Government have additionai in-
formation from Mr. Gihb Maitland they
should furnish it to the House? The maj-
ority report savs—
The physieal formation of tbhe country
being zently undulaling, with very few
distinet waterconrses traversing it, the
soil 15 of a very porous nature, and ap-
parently ahsorbs the rain almost im-
mediately it falls.
Then the board recommend lhe consfrue-
tion of 60 miles of line north of Fsper-
ance, but T think the report that we have
a right to look to is that of Mr. Paterson,
if thig line is to be treated as an agricul-
Lural proposition. Mr. Paterson has taken
a very sensible view indeed of the posi-
tion. He points out the diffienlty of the
water supply. He says that settlers are
dependent on condensers, and when I look
at the map T find marked all over it
“Condenser,” “Condenser,” “Condenser.”
Appavently Mr. Kirwan is the only gentle-
man who has seen the waler supplies in
that part of the Stnte. Tt iz rather an
unfortunate thing, because Mr. Kirwan
epuld have given very valuable informa-
tion to past governments with regard fo
the localities of the water-supplies, and
thus prevented great expenditure in the
conslruetion of these condensers, which
are not at all warranted if the water is
there.  Mr. Paterson wrifes in his re-
port—

Instead of recommending the con-
strnelion of a rvailway any distanes
from the coast, T would urge the Gov-
ernment fo have ~demonsirated at the
enrliest possible moment the true pos-
sihilities of this great avea.

If it can be clearly demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Government by a man
like Mr. Paterson that there are a mil-
lion and a quarter acres of land eapable
of producing cereals, and that there was
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no doubt that it could be turned into a
valuable property for this Sraie. the con-
struetion of that line would have heen an
exceedingly good thing. 1 would held
myself perfectly free if a satistaciory
report cawe in to support the construe-
tion of the line, or at any rate to go back
to my conslituents and get a mandaie as
to the manner in which I should act in
the matter, This report of Mr. Pater-
son’s has been in the possession of the
Government sinee the 17th March. and
it was on that report that Mr. Wilson in-
dicated the attitude his Governmen{ were
prepared to assume if returned to power.
They undertook to ask Parliament to
grant the money fo carry out rhe recom-
mendation. There is no justification to
pledge the country up to a million and a
half in connection with the construction
of rthe railway and providing harbour
facilivies.  As soon as this Bill goes
thvongh, the couniry is pledged fo ex-
pend  three qnarters of a million of
money, and, in spite of the warning con-
tained in both reports—by the majority
report whiel eondemns this as a walerless
arvea, and by the veport of Mr. Paterson,
which says that before construeciing the
line the Government should ficst demon-
slrale. al the earliest possible moment,
the true possibilities of the eountry—in-
stead of doing thal. the Governmeni ask
us to go blindfold and vote the besi part
of a willion of money for ihe construc-
tion of this line and the provision of a
harbour. Mr. Kirwan has complained of
the trealment accorded to the goldlields.
The woldfields have no eanse for com-
plaine, I have, in my place in Parlia-
ment. repeatedly gven the goldfields that
eredit_they are enlilled to in conunection
with the progress the counlry has made
ginee 15893, and when it is remembered
that railways were constructed to the
goldfields, and many of which were con-
siructed to places which no longer exist,
and T may also puint out Lhat nearly three
millions have been expended in connee-
tion with ibe grear water schewme, that
has made the carrying on of gold mining
possible and thal country fit to live in—
when we know all that has been done to

make the econditions of life agreeable

[COUNCLL.]

there. it is unfair to make snch statements.
The position the Stale occupies to-day, is
largely due to the discovery of gold,
and I have never hesitated, and neither
have other hon. memwbers, to do what was
best in the interests of the goldfields dis-
triets. Mr. Kirwan has drawn attenlion
to what hon. members did in 1902, and
my afiitude to-day will be the same a= it
was then. The position has changed, but
it has changed very much for the worse.
From 1893 to 1903 or 1904 the gold-
mining industry on these fields was at its
very zenith, but unfortunately if we-
take the Statistical Abstract we find
that since 1903 the gold vield has de-
ereased from 2,000,000 ounces in that
vear to 1,600,000 ounces. It is a matter of
great regret that that shonld be so. The
fact vemains Lhat the conditions have
been altered, and the dividends ave not
now being paid, and if this downward
grade goes on much longer it is question-
able whether the same number of wmen
will be emploved.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Any day an-
other Golden Mile may come.

Hon. M. . MOSS: It is cerlain we
shall not get that other Golden Mile he-
tween Norsewan and Esperance. “The
hon. member says those who voted for
the Jine in 1902 cught to vote for it to-
day. The conditions have altered mater-
ially in divers ways. In 1902 the argu-
ments put forward in favour of the line
were these. That it would enable mining
machinery and goods to be brought to the
port of Fsperance and carried on to lhe
goldfields, and that it would enable foud
stuffs to be carried there at a cheaper
rate. In the settled parts of the Stuate
more wheat is grown to-day than is ne-
cessary for the requirements of the Staie.
All this while we have gone on opening
up the agricultural aveas with the idea of
improving the position as to the products
necessary for the food of the people, and
why should ibe country facilitate the
Stale of South Australia to the detriment
of the settled portions of this couniry
that have to bear all the burdens of the
indebiedness of this ecounlry. We had a
lovely picture presented by Mr. Kirwan
of that sleeping partver of his, who must
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‘bave been, (I think, .a somnambulist, be-
eause anyone who vead the leading ar-
1icles in lbhe Kdlgoorlie Miner must have
‘thonght that he had been walking in his
sleep. My friend, Mr. Kirwan, has been
drawing very much on that point in Kal-
-goorlie,

Flon. J. W. Kirwan: 1 will give you his
name and you can write to him,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I have no doubt the
hon, member knew who his sleeping part-
ner was, but I say the hon. member either

-dreamed what took place, or the
person was walking in his sleep. As to

the deputation to Sir Newton Moore, it is
never a diffiealt thing to get members of
pnblic hodies to support the construction
of public works when it means the ex-
penditure of public moneys in any dis-
irict.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: And te spend
publie money travelling to Perth.

Haon, M, L. MOSS: There is always a
zreat eousensus of opinion in a district
where maney is to be expended. Are
we to listen to that, or are we to listen to
the wards of eaulion, and Mr. Paierson
says it is not justifiable fo support the ex-
penditure of this money, unless we have
proof that the 11 million acres of land are
zood for agrienltural purposes. We have
had figures from the hon. gentleman with
regard to harbour eonstruetion, and also
from Mr, Drew, that it will cost wvar-
tously from £€30,000 to a million of money.
Mr. Kirwan says that the Chamber of
Mines al Kalgoorlie think it will cost
something like £75,000. T do not know
that the Chamber of 1lines at Kalgoorlie
are a partienlarly well qualified body to
express an opinion as ito harbour eon-
struction. T shonld like to refer members
to a speech which was delivered by the
Hon. Mr. Laurie in the House in Decem-
ber, 1902, Captain Laurie said—

But 1 will make this remark, and T
say it with a full sense of what T am
saying, that to make a harbour at Es-
perance fit to work any number of
ships wilh safety it will take £330,000.
"That 1s the amount mentioned by M.
Razan, and that iz a very low compnta-
‘Hion indeed. 1 know the late Fngineer-
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in-Chief, whose opinion on a matter of

this sort is entitled to respect, stated

that it would cost about £500,000 to

make a safe harbour at Esperance Bay.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Captain Laurie is
a very excelleni member for Fremantle.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I can bear testi-
mony to the aceuracy of that stalement.
I have been a colleague of Captain Laurie
for a number of years, and I know what
Capt-in Laurie is like, but notwithstand-
ing that statement he quotes from no less
an authority than the late Mr. C. Y.
O’Connor, and the official figures given
by the then Minister for Works., I my-
self drew attention on the 11th Decem-
ber, 1902, to this question, and it will
he found in Volume XXII. of Hansard,
page 2909. I then said—

In 1897 a wooden pier was in course
of eonstruction, and which was to be
carried out 2,715 feet into a depth of
18 feet at the outer end., Steawers of
12 to 16 feet dranght will he ahle to lie
alongside,

I know ihai T inflict my speeches on hon.
members i this House often enough
withoul asking them to listen fo extracts
of my own speeches from Hansard, hui
I trust hon. memhers will hear with me
wiille 1 vead them one parageaph. T
went on to say—-
Two thonand nine hundred and fifteen
feet is a little over half a mile, and
although there is a depth of 18 feet
of water at the end of the jetty, a
steamer drawing 12tt. to 16£t. of water
caunoi lie alongside ; only in fine
wenther,  Although there is 18fi. of
water at the end of ithe jetty in fine
weather only is it safe for n vessel
drawing 12ft. to 16ft. of watler to lie
alongside that Jeity. An inspercijon of
the chart dizcloses that in what is
known as the Causeway c¢hannel—that
is the chamiel which Commander
Coombe recommmends lo mariners—he-
tween Douglas Pateh and to ihe east
of it, althougl on ithe ehari there ap-
pears fo be 30fi. to 33fk. of water,
when the wind is from the east and
south-east it breaks to the extent of
8ft. to 10ft. where the water s 30ft.
in depth. Nautival men stare that
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where the water breaks to a depth of
8ft. to 10ft. when there is a depth of
30ft. of water 1t is a very unsafe place
indeed. The result is that any boat
Iving under the lee of Dempster Head
with the wind blowing in a southerly
direciion is fairly safe, but when the
wind is from any other direction it is
very unsafe. Members who are inter-
esled will be very glad to learn that
within a radius of 20 miles from the
jetty there are shoals, rocks, reefs, and
breaks, not named, 86 ; islands, 34 ;
rocks, 40 ; isle, 1 ; heavy breaks, 2 ;
sunken rocks, 2 ; veef, 1; total, 166.
Within a radius of 20 miles from the
jetty, where there ought to be no
obstacles there are 166 dangers. This
would prevent any mariner, except
one with great experience, and
then only with a ship of very little
draught, from going near this place.
Just another quotation to show the
safety of this havhour. The report
zays:—The anchorage is safe but un-
comfortable.  During the survey the
“Waterwiteh’  experieneed  several
moderate gales from the west and
S8.8.W.; but with two anchors down
the vesel vode out with safely. Dur-
me such gales a heavy swell from the
southward was experienced the follow-
ing dax. The *“Waterwiteh'” is a very
small boul, and will only ride with
safety with two anchors out, and the
commander of the boat said it was very
uncomfortable to be there. At Esper-
ance they have in a more pronownced
degree what we had in Fremantle with
the old sea jetly. Tt was very difficult
to land any heavy weight except on the
finest days. When people talk about
this place being safe for steamers of
considerable draught, T say they are
talking about that of which they know
nothing,
And T repeat all that T said on that oe-
casion, and I say theve is justification for
the statement made by Me. C. Y. O'Con-
nor, whose reputalion eannot be assailed
hy anyoue on either side of the House.
Half a million of money will he re-
quired to make it a safe place. It
is a corollary te a railway to have

[COUNCIL.1

a safe harbour and we shall have-
to spend £312,000 for the railway liie,
£100,000 for vrolling stoek, and half
a millionr of money will have to speni on
the harbour.  As a eorollary to the rail-
way there is the expenditure of half a
million of money on a harbour or, on the -
authority of 3r. Drew, one million
pounds., Are we justified in that cxpen-
diture?  Just let me look for a mo-

ment. We are talking about millions
of money in this eountry as if
they were picked up in 1le street. .

They cannot he picked up in the street;:
we cannot borrow, apparently, any money
at 3% per cent. now; we have to horrow
nt 4 per cent., and we cannot borrow any
money at all in the London market, We -
have to go cap in hand to the Eastern
States for a paltry balf a million. We-
are committed to a 4ft. SY%in. railway
gauge to Kalgoorlie, and to allow the
trains to travel at the rate of 50 miles an
hour—I may be aecused now of making
a wild statement—I think that it will cost
in the constructon of that line £4,000 a
mile, that is £1,600,000. The Government-
of which Mr. Connolly was a member,
left office with an authorisation for 630
miles of railway, 30 miles of which have
been built. Taking the cost of these lines
at £1,500 a mile, that is another £900,000.
We have here a proposal which, with the
harbour, will take a million of money.
There are two other railway lines down
on the Notice Paper to be construeted.
YWe have not the money to do it in the
first place, and T will draw the attention
of the House to this fact. The Premier
kas stated that the capacity of this coun-
try for railway construction is 200 miles
per annom; then we have 380 miles to
Kaligoorlie, 630 miles passed by the last
Parlinment, that is 1.010 miles, and then
there ave the two lines on the Notice
Paper, 200 wiles. Wea cannot get the
money, amd even if we eould it is not
justifiable to build fhe line, My sheet
anchor is this. Tn the old days the argn-
ments in favour of this line were to en-
able goods to be taken to the goldfields
cheaper, to cnable mining machinery to
he taken cheaper, to enahle the people to
be fed cheaper. These grounds have al-
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most disappeared. Then there was an-
-other argument in the old days. It was
said that there was a salt industry at
Esperance, but surely we should not con-
struct the line for that. The proposition
to-day is put forward by the Ministry,
~and supported in an eloquent speech by
Mr. Kirwan on bebalf of the constituency
he represents, as an agricultural line. The
agrienltural expert of the State, in whom
we pin our faith, says that we should not
build this railway. I urge the Govern-
ment to have it demonstrated at the ear-
liest possible moment whether it is pos-
gible to utilise this land for agricultural
purposes. That is the way a eircomspeet
Government would aet, and not ask us to
commit the eountry to the expenditure of
a million of money when the advice is
against them, With the advice of a gen-
tleman like Mr. Patevson, who has fear-
lessly made the statement that nntif some
efforts are made with the object of ascer-
taining whether what is indicated in the
majority report is going to bear fruit——

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The advocates of
centralisation would not build it,

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: 1 am not accns-
lomed in my position in Parliament to
commend public servants, but if there is
~any public servant in Western Australia
- deserving the commendation of the whole
of the community it is Mr. Paterson.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I referred to the
hon. member and his colleagues. T made
no reference to Mr. Paterson,

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: That was what
Mr. Kirwan was referving to, but I was
referring to a different thing.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: T said no matter
what reports were brought forward the
advocates of centralisation would not
build the line.

Hon, M. L. MOS88: The hon. member
has no right to say that. He is very fond
of the phrase “advocates of centralisa-
tion.” That does he mean by it?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon. member
knows very well wbat T mean,

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: These nicely turned
phrases of the Ealgoorlie Miner, ar West
Australian, ov any other paper do not
appeal to me when we come to the solid
fact of spending a million of money.
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What do we mean by ceniralisation?
What is it that the people on the gold-
fields claim is centralised in Perth ¢ I
am waiting now for an interjection from
Mr. Kirwan.

Hon. J. W. Kiriwan: The hon. member
knows very well what is meant by cen-

- tralisation.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: When I ask for an
interjection the hon. member bas nothing
to say of this bogey about centralisation.
It is very good to get on a public plat-
form and din it inte the ears of people
on the goldfields and imagine there is a
grievance against Lhe people down here,
but there has been a desive from the date
of the discovery of gold to expleit the
great industry to which we all owe so
much. The idea of members coming here
and talking about centralisation and they
do not know what it is!

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The hon. member
knows what it is, and ean advocate it very
well.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I can assure the
hon. member I do not. I gave the hon.
member the opportunity of explaining it.
I invited him to do so. These generalities
will not suit. We are asked to commit
the country to an expenditure of a mil-
lion of money, and we want facts. The
only fact on which we may place reliance
is Mr. Paterson’s report, and the Govern-
ment deserve to be severely condemned
for asking us to spend hundreds of thou-
sands withoni any attempt to ascertain
whether this land is capable of doing
what the majority report thinks is pos-
sible. And remember the majority report
does not recommend this line; it recom-
mends the eonstruetion of a line to tap
this portion of the country befween 30
miles and 75 miles. Bat we are asked fo
build it on the information supplied by
the Minister, and on the speech which has
the appenrance of special pleading by M.
Kirwan., He quoted phrase after phrase.
T would like to see the hon. member’s
notes. seeing how studied they were. 1In
fact T wonld like to have been in the room
when he was making them to see every
nicely turned phrase that preceded his
peroration, and arguments that we might
expect from a vailway league trying to
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et a railway constructed like this work,
which the conditions of the eountry do not
justify, just to see him turn out all these
beauatiful phrases in order to make a beau-
tiful sounding speech to get support in
this Honse and elsewhere. The hon, mem-
ber is addressing this assemblage, he is
not addressing the readers of the Kal-
-goeorlie Miner, and he must not come here
with mere generalities about this being a
paying propusition. I am not going to
delain the House at any great length. I
have a mandate from my electors to op-
pose this line; a mandate from a large
majerity of people in my district. 1f T
went (¢ them to-morrow it would be the
same as wlen T went to them on the last
aceasion, and on previcus oceasions. In
spite of being aecused as an advoeate of
centralization it is my duty, on [he evi-
dence hefore us, and particularly on Mr,
Paterson’s report, to oppose the second
reading of this Bill.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East) -
TWhen I was asked to join the Wilson Min-
istry towards the end of 1910 the first
guestion T put to the Premier was, whether
T could have a free hand with regard to
the Esperance railway guestion, and (he
Premier answered me in the aflirmative,
He =zaid T would have a.perfectly free
band to advoeate the railway and do the
best T eould for my constituents, and+he
went further and said that the members
of Cabiunet had an open mind on the
question. Xt is history fo-day that then
the whole question was being incuired inlo
by an expert board, and that when their
report came in the malter would receive
due consideration. Mr. Wilson assured me
that it would receive the same considera-
{ion as any other railway project which
wonld Le brought before Cabinel. It is,
perhaps, needless for me lo say I bave
risen to support the second rending of
this Bill. Hon. members have already
heen reminded of the fact that the Rill
has heen discussed in the Iouse hefore.
A zood many years ago it was, bul {here
are members of the House who were here
then, and T feel justified in thinking flev
will also  support the recond reading.
Mozt peonle know T have heen a rexideat
of the goldlields almost ever sinee T eame
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to the State, and ‘that I have been urging
the consiruciion of this railway for some-
ihing like 10 vears. During that period
I have ailended many deputations. T well
remember aliending a deputation to Sir
Johun Forrest, and I suppose I have at-
tended a deputation to every Premier of
Western Ausiralia since then, In addi-
tion to using whatever influence I had
willlk the various Ministers, I have had
sufficient interest in the matter to travel’
tlirough the goldfields at my own expense
and advocate the construetion of the line.
A good many years ago I visited Leonora
and Lawlers, and with the mavor of lis-
perance spoke at Bulong, Kanowna, and
other places. A great wrong has heen
done {o the gold-mining industry and the
people resident on the goldfields by the
fact that this line was not construeted
yvears ago. It should have been construne-
ted 10 years ago, and Ffor that reason T
say Parliament has done a grievous wrong
to the gold-mining industry and fo the
people on the goldfields, lo shnt out the
goldfields people from their natural port.
No doubt Esperance as a health resort for
the goldfields people is a great argument
which has been used in the Chamber {o-
day, and one T shall have something to
say on a liltle laler. T quite agree with
previous speakers ihat the only reason
why the line was ngt built years ago was
because i was going {¢ inlerfere with-
the vested intevests of people in Perth
and Fremantle. At that time most of the
farming produre and a tremendous lot of
the mining mavhinery was brought aronnd
Trom the Fastern States to Western Aus-
tralin, ils ullimale destination heing the
moldiields. Al this tremendous freight
was hrought round past Fsperanee and
Cape Tecuwin to Fremantle and railed
397 miles to Kalgoorlie, whereas if it had
Leen hroughl lo Esperance, and seni from
there to the goldfields it wonld have
reached Kalgoorlie in 240 miles. We have-
had an aequaintance with Esperance dur-
ing the whole time 1he goldfields have been
sellled.  Qeeasionally we gelb in Kalgoor-
lie the: Esperance “doctor” just the same
as the Perth people wet the Fremantle
“doctor,” hat hal, anforfunately, is the
only advantage we have had from Tsper-
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ance from a heallh point of view. T do
not wish to reiterate the argnmenis used
already. It has been mentioned that lhe
goldfields people were led to believe in
the early days that a line would be con-
strocted from Esperance lo Kalgoorlie or
Coolgardie, and to back this up there was
an enormouns amount of money spent in
Esperance by the Government in various
institutions and warehouses, and on a
jetty; in various ways a huge amonnt of
mbney was spent, all going to show that
the Government sooner or later were going
to construct a railway inland; and when
Mr. Leake was Prewmier he authovised aud
had carried into effect a permanent rail-
way survey, showing that he and his Gov-
ernmeni had some iotention of eonstroet-
ing the line. I think the enormous popu-
lation we have on the goldfields may well
make use of that old guolaiion. “Hope
deferred maketh the heart siek.”  No
doubf every indication was given (o lhe
people there that (he line was going to be
built. Unfortunately for us each suceeed-
ing Government has gone through its term
of offiece and left the line unconstrueterd.
Now the time has airvived when the Tiill
is actnally before this Chamber. and it is
necessary for those in sympathy with the
movement to make oul as good a ¢nse as
they possibly can for the building of the
line. I take it every member of the Cham-
her, if suclt a easze can be made ont, will
be broad-minded and liberal enough (o
give the goldfields and the people living
between the goldfields and Esperance their
just rvighle. The policy of the Sinte is
land seltlement nssisted by the building of
light agrienltural railways, and a system
of immigration. We ave going to open up
the land by huilding railways, and then
we are going lo import people into {he
State first of all to assist the farwers in
enltivating the land, and then we hope (hat
the majority of these people who eome
here as farm labourers will eventnaliy
take up land and become farmers in theiv
furn.  This Bill is an agrienliural pro-
position, as has been mentioned by Lhe
leader of the House. Tt has been realised
of recent years that helween Norseman
and Esperance there is a large amount of

good agricultural land. Some people have
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said Lhis railway will add a new province
to Western Australia. There is no ques-
tion in my mind, after reading the reports
to which I shall refer later on, that ihere
is good agrienltural land in that districl,
and I think it only wants a touweh of
imagination to make these acres which are
now overgrown with mallee scrub smiling
wheat fields, and no doubt in due course
we will liave prosperous towns all aloug -
the line of railway. Now the history of
the various reports in couneetion with
this railway area is as follows:—In July,
1919, there was a short veport presented
to the Government of fthe day by the then
Advisory Board, which in those days eon-
sisted of M. Paterson, Mr. Johnslon,
Professor Lowrie, and Mr. Muir, That
report was not favourable (o the line. The
members of the bourd were accompanied
on their journey to Esperance by the M-
ister for Lands, Mr. Mitchell. When ihe
report was published, my opinion of it
was published in the West Awsiralian, and
T shall just read it to hon. members, It
was as follows:—

Mr. R. D. MeKenzie, M.[.C.,, the
president of the Esperance Land and
Railway Leagne, mnde a lengthy official
reply to the board’s report to-day. He
potnts out that the board did not take
mto account the need of the goldfields
for access to their nalural port, neither
did it eonsider the urgeney of opening
up Isperance as a health resort for
wowen and children and other gold-
fields residents. On these grounds the
line had been urged for the past 16
vears, and the survey was completed
years ago. Mr. MeKenzie points out
that ihe board only spent thiee days in
the journey between Norseman and Es-
perance, and says that it would only
be repeating the history of the mallee
lands in every Sfate of Australia if the
Esperance lands were first viewed with
official disfavour and ultimately proved
of the highesl value for ceveal produe-
tion. He states that the report of the
board is not consistent with the reports
of the three Government officials who.
on separale oecasions and in separate
reports, spoke in exlremely Favourabhle
terms of the land. These men had, L.
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said, wade most careful investigations,
and had speni weeks in the distriet.
One of them, Mr. Watkins, a surveyor,
whose report was receéntly issued, said
that ihe land would yield 20 hushels to
the acre.  Mr. MeKenzie quotes al
length from the opinions of practieal
Earmers wlho had inspected the country,
among them being Mr. T. C, Henchman,
lntely Government land guide at Narro-
#in, all of whom, he declaves, reported
favourably. Besides that, every in-
tending settler who bhad inspected the
land had, he added, decided to settle on
it, and about 120,000 acres had been
applied for. A meeting of the league
will he called at once to make farther
arrangements for a deputalion to wait
on the Premier to ask for {he railway.
A large depuiation waited on the Premier
in August, and the reply of the Premier
of that day is well-known. It was pro-
mised then that he would send out two
competent classifiers throughont the coun-
try to make an inspection of and survey
the land. Sir Newton Moore zave mstrue-
tions for that to be done, with the result
that Messrs. Hewbv and May did ihe
work, and their report was forthecoming
in Jannary. Prior to that Mr. Watkins,
the Government swrvevor in the disirict,
was nstrueted to make an inspection and
report on the country. In his reply on
the 25th December, 1910, he said—

My inspeetion was from the 25-mile
from Egperance or approXimate sounth-
ern limit of mallee to the 65-mile at
Salmon Gums, and extended westerly
from railway survey for 15 miles and
easterly up to 25 miles. The limit of
mallee was not reached either easterly
or westerly, . . The limestene is prae-
tieally distributed over the whole area
and consists of finelv divided limestone,
small and large nodules, as bhoulders,
and oceasionally as a roek onterop
vound the edees of the Inke . . The elay
underlving the loam has been tested
to a depth of nine feet to 15 feet
and found to be retentive and good
holding pround for water econserva-
tion and free from salt in the plares
testedd. . . . .. Whater an readily he
conserved in excavated tanks, the clay
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being deep and very suitable for the
purpose.
Cominy (o the question of the guality of
the land ihe report concluded with the
following slatement :—

This large area of splendid agricul-
tural eountry of uniform qualily, with
soud lvam and clay subsoil, is emin-
ently suited for cereals. If has a re-
liable rainfali, an exceptionally favour-
able climate, is in c¢lose proximity to
the surveyed line of the railway, within
easy distance from a good harbour with
shipping facilifies, and capable of sup-
porting a large and prosperous com-
munify and establishing a profitable and
large export trade.

That was the report of Mr. Watkins, the
Government smrveyor. Then, with regard
to Messvs Hewby and May’s report: these
xentlemen went throngh to elassify the
Yand pwier to the advizorvy board going
down to make thelr inspection, Messrs,
Hewhy and May divided the country into
three sections, the first to a point 30 miles
from Esperance, the second to a point
75 miles from Fsperanee, and the third
up to Narseman. In reference to the first
section they say—

The rainfall varies from 25 inches at
Esperance fo 18 inches at the 30-mile.
After leaving the enast hills, which are
goad grazine. extending from ahount
two to four miles inland. (he eouniry
is on the whole poor sand plain, with
occasiona]l swamps fowards the sonth,
and patehes of fair light =oil which
might repay  development.

Then about the second divicion—

This we have loeated approximaiely
as shown. We did not go eastward of
the Fracer Eange road, ard {he mallee
may extend a considerable distance in
this direction; but from the Fraser
Rangze road westward it ecomprises, ap-
proximately, an area of 43 miles north
ana =outh by (3 miles east and west,
ar nearly 3.000 square miles, of which
1,350 equare miles wounld he ==rved by
the present smveved railwax line from
Fsperanee fo  Norseman., laking 13
mile< on either <ide as 1he limit, af
which payable wheai Tarmine eoald he
carried on, OFf this wallee 1nd wiihin
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veach of the line, probably about two-
thirds or 576,000 acres is sufficiently
good for wheat growing, the balance
being barren salt flats and poor sandy
soil.
Then with regacd to the third seetion
from 75 miles inland to Norseman, they
say—

The land on this section is fairly
goad and nostly forest land, though
occasionally with paltches of small
serub and granite, and a number of
very large sall lakes. The rainfall
however, 15, so far as can he ascer-
tained, deecidedly doubtful.

On that vepovt of Messrs. Hewby and
May the veport of the Advisory Board
was based, and this consisted of a ma-
jority and a minorily report. When the
board were sent out they were sent to
inspeet and report on the eountry from a
purely agriecvltural peint of view., The
report of the majority of the board was
favourable to the building of the line 60
miles inland, and I consider they were
quite justified in making that recom-
mendation. Bub to my mind it would
be a most absurd proposition to build
s line 60 miles in from Esperance, and
stop there; because you would have n
railway system on its own, and therefore
one very expensive to run, It would be
absurd, especially when there was hut
another 60 miles to go to conneet with
the existing system. As I have said. this
report is based on the project ns an ag-
rieultural proposition only. There are
other reasons. why the line should be
built, in addition to its great agrvieultural
possibilities. This line would serve a
Jarge mining community; it would give
that community their natural barbonr,
and in addifion would allow them to get
machivery up at a lower freight than at
present., while it wonld provide big
freichts for the roilway. There is a tre-
meudous industry on the gotdfields in fire-
wood, a thousand tons a day being con-
sumed by the mines on the eastern helt.
There are large trocts of forest country
between Coolgardie and Norseman, and
to the south of Norseman ihere is a splen-
did lot of firewood. and mining timber
as well. So the traflic over the line for
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these two commodities would he wery
large indeed. Then when farmers shall
have started operations in this distriet
there will be a large traffic for the rail-
way in chaft and dairy produee. We are
told that the lands adjoining Esperance
are good for potato and vegetable grow-
ing, and good dairying land, and conse-
quently there would be an enormous traf-
fic in all these products with the gold-
fields. Then again, there would be a
large traffic in sandalwood, wheal, wool,
and various ofher commodities, The ar-
gument has been nsed that, no extra re-
venue would acerve to the railways of
the State from this line. That is too
absurd to be considered. It is  well-
known that wherever rvailways are built
they make their own {raffic to a large ex-
tent, TIn Canada they build vailways out
into the desert, and setflement follows
the line. Why shonld not the goldfields
have two lines to carry its commerce?
They have two lines in South Africa, one
to the Cape and the other to Darban.
There all the traffic could be carried over
the one line but, as I say, the building
of a rvailway provides its own traffie, and
it will be found te do so in this instance.
With regard to the seftlement of the
country between Kalgoorlie and Lsper-
ance, I wonld like to point out that in
Vietoria it was the miners from Bendigo
and Ballarat who prineipally selected the
Crown lands for farming purposes. The
same thing will oeeur again here. We
have thousands of able-bodied miners em-
ployed in Kalgoorlie and the surrounding
distriets who, if opporlunity be given
them, will readily select lands in the Fs-
perance district. T know many of lhem
who are quite anxious to get land down
there. Numbers of themn are continually
trying, without avail, lo secure land in
that disiriet, although, T must admit, some
few of them are so discouraged at the
treatment thev have veceived that they
decline to travel down to the land board
any more. But one very importani ren-
son why the line should be built lies in
the fact that among the Invge population
of the goldfields is a very considerable
number of women and children. The

long train journey to Bunbury, Busselien
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or Albany is very frving o them and,
moreover, a very expensive one. If this
line were built there would be an exodns
of women and children from the gold-
fields io Lsperance every summer, and
the whole eommuniiy would be greatly
henefited by the trip. I feel it is not
necessary to go into the question more
fully here. for the matter has prohably
received the attention of hou. members,
and they have practically made up their
minds as to what they are going ie do in
the division on the Bill. Bui there ave
Just one or iwo ifems T would like to
mention in eonnection with Mr. Moss’ re-
marks.  Mr. Moss mentioned ithe fact
{hat the report of Mr. Gibb Maitland Thad
not bheen made available to members of
the Chamber. When {he Wilson Govern-
ment left office that report hiud nor heen
received. I have made enquiries to-day
from the leader of the Iouse, and T am
told thal My, Gibb Maitland has not vet
yeported, We sent Mr. Maitland down
there to siudy the geological charaeter
of the eountry, and to discover whether
or not artesian water could be obiained.
We are salisfied that the surface
water ean  be conzerved hy  caleh-
ment. bul there 1s no certainly
that artesinn  water can bhe obtained.
The fact that the voad is kepf open af the
present time hy o series of rondenszers
18 no argument amainst the building of this
vailway. The traffic on ihe road has been
very small in late years, and there lhas
been no inducemeni for people 1o con-
struet dams to supply travellers on the
roads. and, therefore, small condensers
were erecled because (hey were found fo
he ample. Mr. Moss also argned that ihe
zold yield was falling off. That may be
s0. bnt the number of people eniployved at
Kalzoortie is as great as ever it was.
There is no falling off in the amouni of
wages distribuled every week or forinight,
and there i= always the poseibility of
fresh diseoveries heing made.  Only re-
cenfly one of the large wmining companies
on the goldfields has faken over a property
at Ora Banda. There is every reason to
believe (hat this is going to be a _qu:)ﬂ
disirict, and there may he an increase in
the gold viell at any time. This railway
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should not be looked npon as purely an
agriewltural railway, beeaunse it is going
to run info places where there is an enov-
mous population, and it is going to bhe a
paying proposition from the outset, hoth
as regards (raffic and passengers. I do
nat rhink iliere is any need to tronble
aboul the havhour. When I came to Fre-
mantle about 20 vears ago the whele of
the shipping for Western Auvstralia was
carried on in an open roadstend. T be-
lieve Ihat the Esperance harbour is betler
to day than the Fremantle harhour was
20 years ago. It is only a quesiion of ex-
tending the jetty a little fuvcther to get
into deep waler, and most intersiate
gteamers would he able to go there wilh
perfect safely. Steamers of the “Inna-
mincka’ {ype were able to discharge cargo
at the jetty 13 or 16 vears ago, without
any diffienlty. I also undersiand  that
there is a second jelly consirncied by the
land company.  That jetty is in deep
waler and will accommodaie the sleamers
which are engaged in the interstate traflie
at the present time. In conelusion. T just
wigh to say that I am glad of the oppor-
tunity to-day of explaining my position
with regard to (his railway, T had a free
hand when 1 jeined the Wilson Govern-
ment to sapport thi= rmilway, and I have
never wavered in my altitude towards
that prejeet. T have supported it now
for (he last 16 vears, and T hope ihat af
last we are geing to have it constructed.
T realise that it may be fwo or three years
hefore if is buill, but T appeal o members
of the House. more partieularly those who
helong to agricnltural distvicts, io have
{his Bill placed on ihe statute book at this
stage. Tf thai is onee done we will revive
the confilence of the people on the gold-
fichls.  They will =eleet land in the Ks-
perance dislricl and settle there. and will
he prepared to wait two or three vears and
el Ieir farms ready by the time {he vail-
way is completed, Goldfields menbers in
this  Honse and in another plave have
always lent their support tp anv project
for the opening up of the agricultural
districts in ihe sonth-west portion of
Western Australia.  Tn faet, not many
vears apo. when light asrvienltnral! railways
were firsf introduced, the first of iliese lines
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would bave Lisen lost but for the support
of goldfields members at that time. I have
very much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of this measure, and I
trust that hon. members will see eye to
. eye with me in this matter, and will be
able to vote for the second reading, so
that the Bill may be placed upon the
statute book during the present session.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East) :
Like the previous speaker, some years ago
I advocated the building of this line. I
make referenee to that because it has been
mentioned by another speaker that in 1902
I tabled a motion in this House affirming
the desirability of this line being con-
strneted.  That motion, after being
amended by Mr. Jenkins and expressed
in more general terms, was carried. It
was considered that the terms of my mo-
tion were too definite, and on the advice
of other members I accepted the amend-
ment suggested by Mr. Jenkins. Let me
say I do not regret any word I uttered
then; I stand by every word I said in
1902, but the ease for the raiiway in 1902
and the case for the railway to-day are
entirely different; in fact, 90 per cent. of
the arguments I used in 1902 have dis-
appeared and a new position has arisen.
The question is whether the fresh veasons
will be sufficient to justify members in
opposing or supporting the line. Tt is
inlroduced to-day purely as an agrieul-
tural railway.” My proposal was for a
railway to assist the mines. In 1902 I
nsed the argument which was common
then—and it was true at that time, al-
though the same argmment does not exist
to-day—viz., that it wonld be necessary
to build this railway, otherwise we would
have to duplicate the eastern line, At
that time the eastern railway was in conrse
of construction from Kalgoorlie to the
northern goldfields, and notwithstanding
that this line had not been fnished. T
knew from business experience in Kal-
coorlie that plant and material fov the
mines somefimes occupied a week in ar-
riving from the eoast, and it was as plain
as davlight that if that state of ihings
continued we would have to duplicate the
line if these northern goldfields devel-
oped, as we had every hope they wonld
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do. TUnfortunalely for us the Northern
Goldfields did nol realise our expecta-
tions, and consequently the argnment as
to the line from Perth not being suflicient
to earry the traffic has entirely disap-
peared. The next argument I used was
that of assisting the minming industry, and
more particularly to give railway com-
munication to lhat promising mining
cenire, Norseman. That was a very big
factor in the argument. I am pleased to
say that one of the frst railways intro-
duced by the Moore Government was the
one from Coolgardie to Norseman. I well
remember the sirenuous fight I had to
get the line through this House. 1t was
opposed by * the present leader of the
House and by Mr. Moss ab every stage.
These were two of the principal argu-
ments, and the third was (hat the line was
necessary in order to provide a firewood

supply for the Eastern goldfields. The
bunilding of the Norseman railway has

overcome that difficulty, because that line
goes info a belt of timber, and we have
also a econsiderable development of the
system of private lines which to-day total
something like 200 miles. Al that time
the timber lines were in their infaney, and
the firewood had been cut out within easy
earting distance. That position has been
altered, beeause the extension of the pri-
vale fimber lines has hrought fresh belts
of timber into use. Unfortunately, the
case for the Esperance line as jt then
existed has disappeared. Undoubledly
the line shonld have been built long
before 1902, and it was a great
pity it  was not built, because we
would have received back the eapital cost
long before this. Soon after 1902 the
case for the construction of the line began
to disappear, so much so, that we thought
there was no warranl for that line for a
number of years, and we¢ lheard nolhing
of it until about the beginning of
1909 or the end of 1903. I went
before the electors as a Minister in
1906. and there was no word said
about it. Then I went out again in the
ordinary course in 1908, and the question
was absolutely dead. I was asked by one
or two whether I favoured the line, and
T said T did not because there was no
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ease, but I would be only too happy if
a case for the line could be made out.
Then later on the agrieultural arguments
sprang up, and it was a question of waif-
ing to see whether there was sufficient agri-
cultural land to warrant us in building
that line. That was my attitude, and olher
nmembers represeniing the goldfields took
up exactly the same position. When we
passed the Norseman railway a rertain
number of goldfields members pledged
themselves thal if {hat line were agreed
to they would not ask for the extension
to Fsperance. Af that lime, towards the
end of 1908 or early in 1909, there was
a letter sent to different members, and T
recollect the then member for Kalgoorlie
about that period writing an answer that
the Esperanee railway was nol within the
sphere of praclical politiecs as no case
existed for it, and that he was one of
those who had pledged himself that if
{he Norseman line was built he would net
support the Esperance line. That letter
was sent to a goldfields publie body but
it never received publication, like a good
many other letters which it was not the
desire of Mr. Kirwan (o publish. My,
Wirwan knows that that letter was sent.

Hon. J, W, Kirwan: Mr. Keenan with-
drew that letier. Ir was sent to the Kal-
goorlie municipal couneil.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Mr. Keenan
in 1909 said that he was pledged against
the Esperance railway and thal no case
then existed for it,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That was not the
nature of the lelter.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The hon.
member savs that the letter was sent to
the Kalgoorlie municipal council and was
withdrawn. What an extraordinary thing
for an answer sent by a member to a
letter which had been sent to every
represgntative of the goldfields, Mr. Kir-
wan included, to be withdrawn and its
publication withheld! T did not reply to
it, and we are now told by Mr. Kirwan
that the letter was withdrawn,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The leiter said
that some memhers were pledged against
the line. :

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY:
member cannot tell me what the

The hon.
letter
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stated, hecanse I can show him a copy of
it now.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: T am telling you
what Mr. Keenan iold me was in the let-
ter.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We are told *
by the hon. member, when a letter is sent
by a member of Parliament which it doez
not suit the hon. member to publish, that
Hois withdrawn, 1 only mention the
Faet to show that in the Legislative Coun-
eit eleetion of 1908 nothing was said
aboul this question as it was considered
a thing of the past and members then
clected were in no way pledged 1o it
Here was My, Keenan, who had just come
back from his election al the end of 1908
writing that leller to a publie body at
Kalgoorlie.

Hou, J. W. Kirwan : May I make
a personal explanation in justice to a
man who is not here, and a late Minister-
ial colleague of the gentleman who is now
addressing the Chair. He said that Mr.
Keenan had sent a letter to the municipal
council of Kalgoorlie, and which contained
a statemeni which he subsequently discov-
ered fo be not quite aecurate, and he sent
a telegram to the municipal couneil asking
them to veturn the letter. I remember the
statement; at the time T was a member
of the House; and only the other day
Mr. Keenan and T had a conservation
about the same matter.

Hon. J. T}, CONNOLLY: I was asked
during my last eleetion in 1908 whether T
was in favour of the line, and I said T
was not. ] told the hon. member withont
any reservation whatever that T was
agatnsi the Esperanee railway, yet the
hon. memher supported me in the Kal-
goorlie Miner, and in this House after-
wards he said it would be a publie
calamity if T were not returned, or words
to thal effect.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: T never said any-
thing of the kind.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The hon.
member knows it is perfectly true.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I wounld ask that
that should be withdrawn.

The PRESIDENT: T think the hon.
member will withdraw.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I did not say
that he said anything that was untrue; I
said that he asked me whether I was sup-
porting the railway, and I told him that
I was not. The hon. member must re-
member that.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I do not remem-
ber if.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : I cannot help
the bon. member’s bad memory.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: 1 eannot belp the
statement the hon. member makes.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: Let me tell
the hon. member, as Mr. Moss has told
him, that in this House be is not writing
stoff for the readers of the Kalgoorlie
Miner, and which they are forced to read
beeause it is the only daily newspaper in
Kalgootlie.

The PRESIDENT: It would be far
better if the hon. member confined his
attention to the Bill.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I cannot do
s0 if the hon. member continually inter-
rupts. I wish to put myself right.

Fion. J. W. Xirwan: I am entitled to
put myself right, too.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I siand here
to-day not pledged to the Esperance rail-
way at all. Let me say before I go fur-
ther that T wounld not be warranted in
supporting this line on the statement made
by the leader of the House in infroducing
the Bill. The Wilson Government took up
this attitude. A deputation waited on Sir
Newton Moore when he was Premier, and
he stated that the Government would make
an dinvestigation, and if the line was war-
ranted, by all means il would be built.
That report eame in in the following
March, and it is the report which is be-
fore the Touse, and comprises the ma)-
ority report of the engineers and the min-
ority report of Mr. Paterson. The maj-
ority report is sipned by two engineers.
It is rather a doubtful recommendation,
and certainly one on which we did not
as a Government think we were justified
in building the line without further in-
vestigation, and, after all, it only recom-
mends the construction of the line for a
distance of 60 miles north of Esperance,
while the Bill is for the full distance of
125 miles. With regard to Mr. Palerson’s
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report thal gentleman is recognised as the

agricultural expert of this State to-
day. This being an agricultural rail-

way, naturally we pinned our faith oa
the report wriiten by Mr. Paterson. Mr.
Paterson says, “There is a certain amount
of land there,” but he asks, “can you
get water theve, and what is the rainfall ¥
And then he goes on to recommend the
carrying out of experiments to aseertain
the true possibililies of that great area.
Notwithstanding anything that has been
said, the Wilson Government never de-
clared against that line, and let me state
that T do not go back on one action of that
Government. I coincide with everything
that they bave done. Here is a statement
from the late Premier in his last poliey

speech. He says—

There is one line that I mast refer to,
and that iz Lhe proposed Esper-
ance railway. There is an immense
bell of counlry extending 30 to
60 miles north from Esperance,

which may prove good wheat-growing
land, but the inspectors whe classi-
fied some 3,000 sqonare miles of
this belt state there is no natural feed
or water upon it. They point out that
the land is very porous, and the salt
water level appears to be rather close
to the surface, and the oceasional de-
pressiops did not appear to have had
water in Lhem for the past 10 or 12
years. Whilst, therefore, conceding that
shounld the land be found suitable for
wheat-growing purposes, it will prove
# most valuable addition to the agricul-
fural areas of the State, the Govern-
ment has decided to follow Mr. Pater-
son’s recommendation and demonstrate
as early as possible the eapabilities of
the land and the water supply. On Mr,
Paterson’s return from a mneh-needed
holiday after his illness, he will advise
as fo the establishment of an experi-
mental farm, and in the meantime the
Government Geologist has been instruc-
ted to make an examination of the dis-
trict as to the probabiiity of obtaining
artesian or sub-artesian water. and an
officer of the Mines Water Supply De-
partment will make a thorough exam-
ination in order to report as to the best
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wmeans of providing surface supplies,
should undergronnd wafter prove unob-
tainable, Under the cirenmstances the
Government has no present intention
to construct this line.

That was the attitude of the Wilson
Government, and {hat is my alitude to-
day. 1 say undoubtedly that on the case
put forward by ihe Colonial Secrefary [
would not he justified in voting for the
line, but all my inelinations are for huild-
ing the line if a case can be made out.
T am very much inelined to the proposition
but I would like to see a better case made
out. It is my intention to vote for the
second reading of the Bill because I think
a better case can be made out than
has been done, but it must not be
taken, if later reports show that this
line is not justified, that I am in favour
of it for all time, I am in favour of the
Bill passing its second rveading. I am
also in favour of a further investigation,
either by a select commiitee or a Royal
Commission. I say now that if the later
reporls are shown not to be in favour of
the line T do not bind myself to support it
at a future stage or time. I am guite open
with regard to the maiter, and I am sup-
porting the second reading beeanse 1 want
to give the line every opportunity, and I
want to give the advocates of this line
and the people whom this line will serve,
every opportunity of proving whether
there is sufficient agricultural land to
warrant the building of the railway. [
do not think it matters mueh to Kalgoor-
lie itself whether the line is huilt or not.
It is an agricultural line and will only
benefit the people who settle on that land.
The produce in Kalgoorlie will cost them
within a few shillings per ton of what
they are getting it from between South-
ern Cross and Northam; therefore, I can-
not see how Kalgoorlie, or the Norih-
East Provinee, will benefit. I do uot eon-
sider it from a Kalgoorlie point of view,
although my own interests are in Kal-
goorlie, Boulder, and Coolgardie. 1 do
not see how it ean benefit those places, or
even how it ean hurt Perth. Tt may do
some litile Injury io Fremantle, but not
much. 1 believe a better ease conld be
made out and a more solid and more busi-
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ness like proposition should be presented
to ns, and I am willing on that aceount to
vote for the second reading, because I
think it is possible that this can be done.
A forther inguiry will not delay the con-
struetion of this line. If the Government
will take this responsihility T will sup-
port them. This will not delay the eon-
struction of the line for the reason that
they will still have some 600 miles of rail-
ways to build, and these are railways
which have heen authorised by former
{iovermmenis, and the Premier has de-
clared that they cannot be buiif at a rate
faster than 200 miles per annum.  Aceord-
ing to ihe Government’s own showing,
therefore, this line ecannot be started for
three or four years. Mr. McKenzie has
stated that Kalgoorlie will benefit by
reason of kKsperanee heing made avail-
able as a heallh resort. That would
he so only te a limited extent, be-
eause I think the great bulk of the people
come to the coast for the reason that
there is only a difference of another 90
or 100 miles, and in the longer journey
there is the convenience of heing able to
travel by express train which has sleep-
ing cars attached, With regard to the
anderground water supply, Mr. Maitland,
the Government Geologist, was sent oul
to report and in September last presented
his report. Tt is disappointing to find
that it has not heen laid on the Table
of the House, because the waler supply
is one of the drawbacks which Mr. Pater-
son mentions. 1If it is possible to obtain
water, and if there is sufficient agri-

cultural land, provided we are satis-
fied there i8 an adegnate rainfall,
and that subterranean water can br

obtained, or that water can be con-
served on the surface—there has been
no proof of that yet—no Parliament can
stop this line being built. The Wilson
Ciovernment intended io construect dams,
and also test the rainfall and the agrieul-
tural possibilities of the land, but imme-
diately after we stavied to make the ax-
peritnents the general elections eame
along and we vacated office. It was our
intention to make the experiments. For
the reasons I have stated I intend to sup-
port the second reading.
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Hon. W. KINGSMILI. (Meiropolitan):
T do not intend to add, to any exteni, to
the length of the debate which, in a large
measure has been historieal. It seems
that at times it was hysterical and at other
times historical. As far as T am eoncerned
I am glad to think that ne ghosts of the
immediate past can rise up and accuse me,
as they have risen up and accused others
out of the pages of Hanserd. 1 do not
remember, during the current eentury at
all events, of having supported this par-
ticalar railway. I might be allowed to
say, too, that this House has been. dur-
ing this debate, to a large extent, talk-
ing ahout what after all are two rail-
ways : the railway we are diseussing is
the Norseman-Esperance prosposal, a
railway starting from Norseman and ron-
ning down to Esperance ; the railway
that a good many members appear to
have in their minds when speaking is a
railway starting at Hsperance and run-
ning some distance towards Norseman.
The Government have prayed in aid the
majority and minority reports which
were issued by the Advisorv Board on
the 17th of last March. Mr. Drew when
speaking largely based his elaims to the
favourable consideration of members in
this House on those two veports. If he
so largely hases his elaim for favourable
consideration on these reports why do
not the Government of which he is a
member act on the paragraph which is
contained in the majority report of these
two; that is, to start the line at
Esperance and build it sixty miles to-
wards Norseman, that is the extreme
himit to whieh the report suggests the
way in which the Government should aet.
That is as far as even the most hopeful
of the memhers of the Advisory Board
were prepared to go.  On the other
hand. Mr. Paterson, who is after all the
agrienltural authority on this Advisory
Board. counsels caution. He says that be-
fore a Bill is brought in that two years ex-
perimental treatment should be given to
this district of which he does not appear to
hold any partienlarly fattering opinion.
and after the expiration of two years, if
it is found that the experiment is sue-
cessful, then a purely agricultural line
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from the coast 60 wmiles inland—that
would give a seope of 70 miles altogether
—should be built, and Esperance would
become a part of the producing avea of
the State. There is no doubt in my mind
that such a scheme can be fairly well ear-
ried out, because I learnt with a good
deal of pleasure that this year they are
exporting from Ravensthorpe 5,000 bags
of wheat which will he much inereased in
the futare. T think there iz an agrieul-
tural distriet which can be made inland
from Ksperance, hut while the Govern-
ment say that this north-cast line is an
agricultural railway, they stultify them-
selves by saying they are starting from
Norseman and running to the east inatead
of starting east and going inland. For
that reason I eannot see my way to sup-
port the line. Two or three years ago
when this subject in one form or another
was uander discosion, if the Adwvisory
Board had said there was a good agrieul-
tural district existing in the vicinity of’
Esperance, I would have heen prepared to
support an agricultural line, bul this cer-
tainly eannot be placed uncer that cate-
gory. As a matter of fact, the line has.
for a wood many years past been a poli-
tical line rather than an agrieultural line,
and it is so to-day. Some 14 or 15 years
ago, when I fust came into Parliament
as a member then of the Lower House,
the question arose—the channels of"
trade not having assumed the same
steady proportion they have now—
wlether the Eastern Goldfields shonld
be supplied from Esperance or Fre-
mantle, and a large amount of money has.
since been spent in Fremantie which
had not then been spent there.  The-
whole question, if I may use the term,
was in a state of solution. Sinee that
time that solution has crystallised, and
these channels of trade have been so0.
firnly established that T do not think to-
day if the line was built Perth or Fre--
mantle would suffer much. On the other-
hand we are building 60 or 70 miles of”
this line altogether and entirely for the-
purpose of furnishing a railway to a
health resort, and Esperance is undoubt-
edly, from my experience of it—and T
have been there a good deal more than I
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think any member of this House has
been; I have been there a dozen timmes or
more, and know a good deal of the conuntry
ahout LEsperance, and Esperance is a
very fine health resort indeed, and a very
fine place tor anyone to spend the summer
months in. Bot we are not going, in this
country vf ours, to build railways to plea-
sure resorts when we have no money for
other urgent needs throughout the eoun-
try. I do not wish to take up the fime of
the House except fo express my views on
the question. In the first place, we are
asked {o support this line as an agrienl-
tural bine; and I venture Lo say that the
line proposed, that is, the Norseman-Es-
perance line. 125 miles, is not an agricul-
tural line. That is one of my reasons why
T shall not support it. Secondly, on the
question with regard to this being an agri-
cultural line, in the reporis laid before
members the bulk of those reporis show
~—at all events the report which comes
from the gentleman who is hest qualified
and who has to accept the largest sharve
of responsibility. fhe report whieh comes
from him is nndoubtedly not suflicient to
Jjustify the eonstruction of the line as an
agricultnral line, uvntil the recommenda-
tions which he has thought fit to make
have been carried out by the Government.
For those two excellent reasons I refnse
to say at the present juneture that T can
see my way clear to support the second
reading of the Bill. T shall, howerer,
make this promise to the leader of the
House, that if the present Government
carry ont the recommendations of Mr.
Paterson, and if experiments are found
to be satisfactory, I shall have very much
pleasure in snpporting the line which is
now recommended by the Advisory Roard:
that is, a line for 60 miles inland to the
northward of Fsnerance.  Funriher than
that T do not feel inclined to go at the
present time.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : I rise to support the Bill, and T
trust that it will receive the support of
this Chamber. The Norseman-FEsperance
railway agitation has heen going on, to
my knowledge, for the last seventeen
vears, and during the whnle of that period

[COUNCIL.]

I have heen intimately connected with if.
There was a time when we thought we
would have to battle with the elements at
the coast against its iniroduction; to-
day, after waiting all these years, any
harm that the Esperance railway will do
to Perth or Fremantle is very little. I
think sueh a line would do more good 10
Fremantle than it would harm, Captain
Laurie knows as well as most members
that the opening up of the many ports
around the South Aunstralian eoast helped
to make the port of Adelaide. As a mat-
ter of fact, the more ports a conntry ean
open the bettér for the country, and I
think this one, particularly from the re-
ports we have in hand, is going to be of
very great value.” I regret that some of
the speeches have expressed the opinion
that the Eastern Goldfields are on the
downward grade. I can only say that
there is a peried in all mining communi-
ties when dull times come. Some 33 years
ago there was a little silver distriet known
as Broken Hill which broke out. and for
some considerable time that distriet had
a very great boom, and then it fell away
to a very small centre. What is the re-
sult to-day? New methods of the treat-
ment of ore, and new methods of mining
and various other ecauses, are taking
Broken Hill to-day a mining town of con-
siderable importance, and it is not by any
means beyond possibility that the same
thing may oceur in Kalgoorlie. Only last
week a new lode was diseovered in & mine
called the Golden Links.

Hon. M. L. Moss: I hope it is not like
vour Ballfinch.

Hon, T. ¥. 0. BRIMAGE : This shows
that even in a place like Kalgoorlie, where
miles of diamond drilling has taken place,
(hat the distriet is not finished in regard
to prospeeting. On this ronte to Esper-
ance we have a thriving district like
Norseman, which has eontinually pro-
duced gold for a number of vears, and T
feel quite sure with the construetion of
this line cheaper methods ean he adopted
and that other mines will open up in the
vieinity of Nerseman. True, ai the pre-
sent time there is something like a water
famine there. but that is only periodieal.
and with a good rainfall it will place the
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district again in a good position. There
is no doubt, to my mind, that this rail-
way, like every other goldfields railway,
is going to pay. No railway has yet been
constructed in a goldfields community
that is not a paying concern. I defy any
member to point to & railway in the whole
of Australia which has been construeted
in a goldfields distriet which has not only
paid its way but bas paid for its con-
struction. We cannot say that for the
ratlways built on the coast. 1 have al-
ways supported coastal railways and rail-
ways to agricaltural centres, as I believe
they are a good means of opening up
country; but I believe the facts that T
have stated are suflicient (o ask the House
to pass this Bill, though the eloquenece of
Mr. Moss in this matfer may make some
vole against us. He is one of the ablest
gentlemen in the Chamber, and a genile-
man we always listen to. As a debater
I have the greatest respect for him; T
think he is all right in debatine; but
when he slarts on figures it is “look out.”
The railway is to eost £312,000, Mr. Moss
gathers a library round his desk and it
lias gone up to a million; in faet the hon.
member stated on one oceasion ane and
a half million. If he was allowed to go
on there is no knowing to what extent he
might zo. I think a reasonable estimate
will he the figures mentioned by the Col-
onial Secretary, namely, £312,000. The
facilities for a harbour may run to an-
other £25,000: and certainly I think the
tatal expendifure on this enterprize will
be congiderably under £350,000, that is,
allowing for everything. Mr. Moss has
no doubt given his figures with a view to
frightening hon. members, and the way
he has listed the whole of the works
passed by the House and the last Govern-
meni ig scavcely fair to the measure be-
fore us. What has this Bill to do with
the previous passing of Bills? FEwven if
the country cannot spend the money to-
day they may be able to do it next vear
or the year after, We do not know what
prosperity is coming fo us. I ask hon.
members to vote for the principle of the
Bill and show that there is no parechial-

ism in {apping another port to the East-
ern Goldfields. I have taken a great in-
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terest in Perth, The other day I brought
a motion forward in connection with the
Perth tramways and was twitted by Mr.
Kingsmill for doing so, If I thoughi the
building of this railway was going to do
any damage to Perth T would expect some
opposition, but really I cannot see where
there is going to be any damage to Perth
or Fremantle. Indeed, as I said before,
I think Fremantle is going o benefit. As
a private member of the Chamber, I take
great exception to the language used by
Mr. Moss and Mr. Connolly in aceusing
Mr. Drew of not supplying more data in
bringing fhis measure before the Cham-
ber. The leader of the Fouse should be
pardoned if he is short of some statisties,
especially when there is a rnsh of business |
o like he has now; but instead of that,
these hon. members state that on the
figures they have they are prepared to
vote against the Bill. I am sorry Mr.
Connolly is not in the Chamber now, be-
cause when he was leader of the House
we had greater cause for complaint than
we are cver likely to have against Mr.
Drew, We had bad English and bad
temper frequently hurled against us,

The PRESIDENT: The question is.
the Nerseman-Fsperance raiiway.

Flon. T, ¥. O. BRIMAGE: These two-
gentlemen aceused Mr. Drew of not bring-
ing the measure hefore us with sufficient
statistics, and I think they were unkind.

The Colonial Secretary: That is all’
right; it is the usnal thing .

Hon. T, F. 0. BRIMAGE: There is
another thing I desire to say with regavd
to Mr. Connolly and ihat is his refutation
of the faet that he was pledged to support
the Esperance railway when he stood at
the last election. Mr. Connolly has been
a consistent supporter of the Esperance
railway ever since I have known him; I
have never known him to swerve one iota
wntil the !last eleetion, and everyone.
thought he was a snpporier of it beeause-
of the motion he moved in the Couneil
in 1902, I have very little more to say
in regard fo this matter. I would like to-
remind hon. members of a very high per-
sonage who visited this capital some little-
time ago—1 refer to Lord Kitchener..
Most hon. members will remember that-
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when we dined with him in the room
adjacent to the Chamber he stated how
necessary it was, and how good it was
for defence if railways were built from
all ports into the hinterland of a country,
instead of building them spasmodieally to
suit a few farmers and Governmeni sup-
porters. I think our railways have been
twisted unnaturally, and I bring fhis mat-
ter forward hecause the time is not far
distant when this fair land of Australia
is going fo be invaded by some foreign
counfry. Germapy has already been look-
ing for some place to put her people on,
China is overwhelmed with population,
and the same may be said of other coun-
tries. Therefore, I think that such a sug-
_gestion from Lord Kitehener is sufficient
justification for ns to follow the advice of
the Advisory Board and pass this Bill.
In conelusion I only hope members will
give it that consideration it warrants, and
I feel sure from the reports they have,
and the statements made by the Colonial
Seeretary and Mr. Kirwan and others,
that a good case has been made out for
this railway so long asked for and wanted
by the people. I do not wish it te go
forth that, after passing with such a
splendid majority in the Legislative As-
sembly, the Biil was thrown out by the
Legislative Couneil. Do not let this Cham-
ber be referred to in the same way as the
late Mr. . C. Kingsion referred te an
Upper House, when a partienlar measure
was thrown out, as the “slanghter-house
of progress” At any rate a measure such
as this, one that is going to be so good
for a sparsely populated part of the
State, should meet with snceess.

Hon. R. LAURIE (West): TL was
not my inteulion to speak on the mea-
sure and I shall confine myself to a very
few rvemarks. My name has been men-
tioned in the course of the debate and
I think it proper that T shogld put my-
self right; but before T do so, I may re-
mark that the previous speaker might
very well leave utterances of the char-
acter he used alone. At all events, with
resard to statistics. or any informafien
we ot from previous leaders’ of tlie
House, T am satisfied Mr, Drew is fair
enouzh o know from his experienre as

[COUNCIL.]

a private mewmher and as leader of the
House that members will he ever ready
to resent their absence when they ask
for them from the leader of the Hounse,
As for bad Tnglish and condueting the
husiness of the House and thar sort of
ihing, 1 leave it to the House to judve
as to ability io use proper English. [
find from the speech of Mr. Kirwan ithat
he advocales the railway as an agrieul-
tural project, and I think that M.
Brimage, who Las just sat down, has ad-
vocated it as a means of getting traffie
to the goldfields from the FEastern States.
I feel sorry “for the Government that they
have these two gentlemen so keenly in-
ferested in lhe matter so diametrically
opposite. Mr. Brimage iried to attack
Mr. Moss, who has no opportunily of
reply, for juggling figures; but I pre-
sume Mr. Brimage had not heard Mr,
Moss properly, or he would have heard
him say that the fizures he arrived at,
when he spoke of one and a half mil-
lion, were due to n speech that Mr. Drew
made when a private member of the
Iouse, because Mr. Drew then said ii
would take a million to make a harbour
al Esperanee,

Hon. J. E. Dedd {Honorary Minister) :
Mr. Drew said he got his figures from
Mr. Moss.

Hon. R. LAURIE: And Mr. Moss
now says that Mr. Drew tried to shelter
himself behind someone. Some members
wish that Hansard were burned at the
end of each session,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They used to
sit togeiher, Mr. Drew and Mr. Moss.

Hon. R. LAURIE: They were very
good company, and often assisted in the
zood managemenl of the House.

Hon. M. T.. Moss: 1T rise to a point
of order. Mr. Kirwan bas no right to
make that statement, which T absoclutely
deny, that Mr. Drew got the information
from me. Mr. Drew only made (he re-
mark in a joeular manner, as the hon,
member koows. yet Mr. Kirwan insists
on throwing it aeross the Chamber that
I zave the informalion to Mr. Drew.

Hou. R. LAURTE: Mr. Kirwan has
heen ever ready with his inierjections
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as soon as my friend and colleague sat
down, but during the course of my col-
leagne’s speech Mr. Kirwan was invited
to interject as much as he cared to, and
did net. He has since, and he probably
will continue (o interject while I am
speaking; but, like Mr. Moss, 1 do not
mind it, T shall not keep the House
long, because I recognise the late honr of
the session and that the Government have
a number of Bills to put throngh and
that the desire is to get (he business
closed as soon as possible. We have
heard a clear exposilion of the facts on
both sides, and we have Lhe reports of
the engineers and Mr. Paterson. No one
can give a vote on the eonstruction of an
agricaltoral railway which is to eost
£312,000, wilhout reading what Mv.
Paterson has said, and I cannot under-
stand any gentleman justifying his vot-
ing for the building of this vailway after
reading the report of Mr. Paterson, who
is a responsible officer and who has been
continualily lauded for his knowledge in
agricultnural matters.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Why nol quote
from the majority repor(?

Hon. R. LATRTE: They say ihai this
agricaffaral  line should only be eon-
stracted 60 miles from the coast.
port states thal it is a dreary, waterless
district. A number of dams have been
constructed in that disivief, and neither
the Colonial Seereiary nor Mr. Kirwan
has fold us how many miles the elay with
which these dams were wade had (o he
carled.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
apply to all of the dams.

Hon. B. LAURTE: Ti has heen sinied
that it would cost £350,000 to effect the
improvewents at Esperance necessary to
make the harbour sufficient for the (rade
that wounld warrant the line to Norseman,
The Colonial Secreiary siated thai it
would cost n mitlion to make a harhour at
Esperance.

The Colonial Secretary: T do not
fhink it is fair that this should be re-
peated, bhecanse the ouiside public will
ecome {o the conclusion that T made tbat
speech as Colonial Seerefary, whereas I
made il some years ago.

Thai does not

The re-
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Hon. R. LAURIE:
made five years ago.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan:
whieh the hon.
correet.

Hon, AL L. Moss: The hon. member
does not siaie that it was incorreet.

Hon, R. LAURIE: The speech was
made five years age. The hon. Me. Drew
made the statement, and he has not with-
drawn it. 1 staled it would cost £350,000.
The Jate Xv. . Y. O’Connor said it
would take £300,000. Nearly £400,000
has been spent on the Bunbury harbour,
and is it likely that in a place with no
ontlying shelters it is going to cosl less
than did the Runbury harhour?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Haove you heen
down there? .

Hon. R. LATURIE: T have been past
there, close in, many times. The apestle
of this Esperance railway, Hon. R. D.
McKenzie, has stated this afternoon that
even he with ali his knowledge conld nof
tell us whether there is one or two jet-
ties down there. T who liave not taken
so keep an interest in the harbour, but
merely an interesl in doing my duty, T
am asked if T have been there, I heard
un interjectioans when the hon. member
said that he helieved there are iwo jet-
ties down ihere. 1 am grite sure lhe
necessary improvements could wol be ef-
fected for less than £350,000, The Hon.
R. D. MeKenzie stated that as a harhour
Esperanee was in no worse pogition than
Fremantle.  As a matter of fact Fre-
mantle harhour is proteeted from south
to north, while, on (be other hand, F=-
perance is exposed from east to west.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: That is not what
the British Admiralty says.

Hon. R. LAURTE: The RBritish .Ad-
miralty does net regard these things from
a commercial point of view: they look
only to the point of whether you ean lie
safely in all wenihers. T ean only say
with the Hon, W. Kingsinill, ilial to build
an agriculiural railway for 125 wmiles
from Esperance, with the Grst 30 miles
and the last 75 miles over useless eountry
would be absurd. The Government
should lave heen conltented ic ronstruet
it for GO intles only, in accordance with

The speech was

On information
member sintes was in-
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the report. For reasons I have indicated
1 cannot support the Bill

Hon. E. MeLARTY {South-West) : As
one who has occupied a seat in the House
for a good many years, during which time
this railway has been discussed on various
oceasions, [ have always been consistent,
and in {his instance T feel it my duty to
vole agatnst the Espervance railway, Yet
to-day I see far more justification for the
vonstruclion of a portion of that line than
T have =een in the past, and after the
admivable speech of the Hon. Mr. Kirwan
I feel il is a matter that will have to be
taken into consideration at no distant daie.
To my mind the whole question is as te
whelher the couniry is suilable for agri-
culture. We have (he informaiion that
there isein ibe distrier a million and a
half acres of good wheat-growing land.
That is an enormous extent of country
and, no deubt, justifies the railway to its
nearest roini. in order 1o open it np.
Then the question arises, what is the use
of all this good land if water is not avail-
able? We have if in the reports that salt
water 15 near the surface. In respeet to
the two dams referred to by previous
speakers, T am given fo nnderstand that
the clay with which these dams were lined
had to he earted over a long distance, the
country  heing ftoo porous to conserve
waler. 1 am not one of (lLose members
who want lo foree people on to the land,
nnless they have proper conditions. No
matter how good ihe land no man can
succeed and prosper unless he has a fair
chance of couserving water. For that rea-
son I have grave doubts ahout the suila-
bilily of this conntry for sefflemeni. And
T take a preat deal of nolice of the re-
port of my old friend. Mr. Paterson, who
J know has no reason 1o speak against the
seltlement of this couniry, and who would
be one of the first to encourage it if he
felt that the people who teok up land in
the locality were likely to prosper and
remain there. I think the water question
is the greal drawhack. .\t one time the
argument was nsed that 1o zive people ac-
cess to the poldfields through Esperance
would ruin Perth and Fremanfle. Tn
the earlier davs there was something in
that argument. bul to-day so munch has

[COUNCII..;

the State grown that the Esperance rail-
way is not going to rnin ihe eapital cily
or the chief port. But there is another
view of the guestion that appeals to me.
namely that to open up the Esperance port
would make the distance from South Aus-
tralia to the poldfields very short indeed,
and would offer a direct avenue for the
supplying of the poldfields by the Eastern
States. 1 think the farmers of this State
have a prior claim on the wmarkets of the
zollfields, That is one slrong reason why
I am opposed to the construction of this
line from Norseman lo Esperance. 1
take mueh the same view as the hon. My,
Kingsmill, namely, that if the spitability
of this couniry ean he proved for agvi-
cullure the Government will he jusfified
in conneciing the port of Esperance with
the agricultural land; bul T see no rea-
son why we should consiruct another 75
miles of line through vountry which is
no good for any purpese. As o the re-
ference io Tovd Witchener’s opinion, I
think the people of the S{ate are in a
helter position fo know where (o build
railwavs than is Lord Kitchener. I will
not defain the Honse auy further except
to say again that if I ean be satisfled that
waler ean be provided in the country, and

“that the distriel is suitahle for agricul-

fure, when {he mafter comes on at a later
daie T shall have ithe greatest pleasure in
supporting the eonstruction of that 60
miles of railway recommended by the Ad-
visory Board, from Ksperanee fo open up
tha agrievltural land.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster) : There is very little I intend to say
on this quesiion as I think it has heen
pretty well deall with by members on both
sides. Ti has been debated during the last
15 or 16 vears, and nothing I ean say will
influence members in the way they are
oing to vote, but there are jusi one or
two remarks I desire fo make. TPirsi of

all, T think many members must have
wished [fansard to perdiiion after the
manner in which it bas been used

asainst them in econneclion with this de-
haie. 1. al any rate. am in the happy
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positien  that  Heansard cannoi be used
against me. As a young member I have
been learning politics, and learning (hem
pretty fast, and nfter what T have heard
to-day I shall endeavour fo steer clear of
Hanserd being used against me in the
fuiure. In addition, I would like lo say
that it is imperative for Ministers 1o cul-
tivate a ferocious attitude to eonvinee
members that they are really in earnest
in what they are bringing forward. First
of all ihe Colonial Secretary was told
that he did not helieve in the Publie
Works Bill. although in his veply on the
second reading he made one of the best
speeches T have heard in (his House. Then
I was told that T did not believe in the
Arbitration Bill, and to-day my colleagne
has been told thai bhe does not believe in
the ¥sperance rvailway, Tt seems neces-
sary, I repeat, that Ministers should cul-
tivate a more ferocious manner in orvder
to convince members. T represenl a pro-
vince through which this railway will go,
but I have never been to BEsperance, and
1 can only speak of what I have learned
from those who have been there, and from
the reporls and literalure on the subject.
Apart from that, T have had experience
of mallee land. and T know what thal land
is capable of. and T also remember thal
the same argumenis were nsed against
(he mallee eountry in the Fasiern Sinfes
as have heen used againsi the Fsperance
land. In County Daly in South Aus-
tralia. from which T eome, the country is
all mallee land, and yet ii is one of the
best wheat-growing areas in that Siate.
Prior to the use of ferlilisers (he farmers
on the mallee land had a very hard time
of it, but the rainfall in the Esperance
district, through which ihis railway will
go, 15 grealer than it is in the County
Daly. T have also had experience of
mallee land in  Vicloria, round ahoul
Warracknabeal, and T saw wmore wheat
heing carled into the railway siation lhiere

than T have ever seen anywhere. Ye! at
one time the people of Horsham
and Dimboola would wvof look at
this * land. The farmers were buy-
ing it at  £150  per sgquare mile,
and the men who owned it were pay-

ing £3 per square mile (o keep the vernnin

1495

down. From what 1 ean understand the
Esperance lands are simtlar in chava-ter
to the mallee lands in Vietoria and South
Australia; so, also, are the Fiunaroo lands,
which ave composed of a sandy soil, ard
vet to-day are {urning oul as much whest
as any oiher part of Routh Ansiralia.
Apart from thar, lhe miners on ihe gold-
fields are anxious io gel oul of mining.
The work is beecoming so slrenuous, and
ihe mines are getting so much deeper,
that when a man has reached 40 years of
age he has had enough of mining. and the
mines are conlinually reeruiitng {rom
younger men. In the evidence given be-
fore the Royal Commission on miners’
hung diseases this point was erophasised
by every witness, and the Cownnission
were told that there were more men on
the fields anxious to get away frewn min-
ing than ever before, despite the saving
that ouee a nuer always a miner. The
Esperanee lanas should prove a big at-
traction to the miner, hecause they are
easy to clear, unlike the lands in the
south-western portion of the State. How-
ever, I am not going to decry the lands
i those portions. Some members have
said that gold mining is a declining in-
dustry, and that we cannot gel money,
vet becaunse the Government in the Gover-
nor’s Speech asserted the fact that a little
drought was being experienced in the
State we have had that urged against
vs as an endeeavour to decry the
country. I am not going to deery
the lands in the South-West, bot I
do say that they are harder to clear
than the Fsperance lands, and it is
more diffieult for men to get a start
on such lands than on the lighter mallee
lands in the Fsperance district. There
is no land easier for a man to take up and
settle quickly than mallee conntry, and
there are a large number of men who
wonld he only too glad of the opportnnity
to settle in the Esperance area. Tn fact
they are now trying all they know to get
Tand in that district. In addition to that,
we find that the applications for land in
this State nre far in excess of the areas
that we ean make available, and the ap-
plieants have to put up with long delays
before they ean be settled on the land;
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yet when we have in the Esperance dis-
triet 114 million acres of land, which is
easily cleared and ean be made readily
accessible, it is surprising to me that there
is s0 much opposition to this railway, Mr.
Moss said that we should not open up a
market for South Ausiralia. If we adopt
an attitnde of hostility to this line hecause
the opening up of Fsperance would be
some little advantage teo South Australia
we are never going ta get away from the
centralisation theory. which is the eurse of
Australia to-day. What would have hap-
pened if New Sonih Whales had adopted
that attitude? Almost the whole of the
trade of PBroken Hill is now held hy
Sonth Australia.

Hon. M. T. Moss: Because they ecould
not take it through a New Sonth Wales
port.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): It was easy enongh to construct a
line from the ports in New Sonth Wales
to Broken Hill in order to get that trade.
It was only a distanes of about 400 miles,
and we have already a line of 380 miles
to our goldfields. I cannol understand
why there should be sueh opposition to a
line which is going to open up such an
enormons belt of country, easily settled
and easily cleared. and which will add
almost another provinee to this State.
The old argument used time and again
that it will injure Perth and Fremantle ig
Just about obsolete. So far ag I ean see, it
wonld not injure Fremantle or Perth in
any degree whatsoever, and, personally, T
hope the measure will be earried. T do
not think T ever listened to a hetter enlogy
of a plaece than the eulogy which Mr.
Kingsmill delivered last session of Esper-
ance itself. Yet we have the strenuous
opposition to this line still going on.
There is just one other matter I shall
refer to. Mr. Moss or Mr. Lanrie stated
that no reference has been made by the
Fremantle members to this qnestion, ex-
ceptine. perhaps, bv Mr. Bolton. T think
T remember reading in the West Awustra-
lian that Mr. Wilson, the late Premier. was
heckled at Fremantle over his attitude in
connection with the Fsperance railway.

Hon. M. T. Moss: That is not eorreet.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. E, DODD {Honorary Minis-
ter): Then my memory has served me
badly.

Hon. R. Laurie: They would not listen
to him at all.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 aceept the statement but I ecer-
tainly thought that was the case. I do
not think that T reed say anything fur-
ther: if is useless repeating the arguments
which have already been used. The ques-
tion simply amounts to this, whether we
are going to have the same svstem in
Western Ausiralia as in New Sounth
Wales and Vietoria, that of centralising
everything in the capital. Centralisation
is the curse of Australia.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackeit: Adelaide is
worse.

Hon, 4. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): At any rate, I hope the system will
not be continued here. I have much pleas-
ure in supporting the second reading of
the Bill.

Iton. C. A, PIESSE (South-Bast): T
desire merely to say I do not support this
Bill and that I shall be absent when the
division is taken because I have paired
with Mr. Doland. That is all T have to
say.

Hon. W. MARWICK (East) : I do not
desire to debate this question at any
length. I have listened patiently and
with inlerest to the speeches delivered
on the second reading of the Bill by the
varipus members, and not one member who
has spoken sither for or against has eon-
vinced me that the land which the line
will serve is capable of producing wheat.
I did think that the Minister or someone
wonld have been able to tell us that dur-
ing the fourteen years of agitation for the
railway the land had produced something
to warrant the expenditure of so large a
sum of money. T would be pleased to
support the railway provided the Gov-
ernment waited and gave the countrv a
trial as recommended bv the chairman of
the Advisory Board. We have a lot of
railwavs to construet, Vesterday T saw
a vlan of a railway whirh was passed
last session. and to mv grent surprise a
deviation had taken place some 3N miles
from the route agreed upon hy the Honse.
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If that is the way in which railways are
o be treated twelve months after they had
been passed by the legislature, it is no use
Parliament agreeing to construet more
railways until those which have been
alveady authorised are well on the way
to construetion. That is the view I take
with regard to this line. I would be
pleased to give it my support, but I do
think, if the land is there lo justify the
construetion of the line we shonld in fair-
ness to the State, not alone to the people
of the woldfields, coustruet it. I do not
feel a bit alarmed about South Australia
taking the market from ns. I know, how-
ever, that the line will fend to open up
trade with South Australia, bat so far as
cereal production goes I do not think we
have anything to be alarmed about. T
have listened with great attention to M.
Dodd’s speech, and I think he has put a
good case hefore the House. T also heard
his remarks about the mallee lands of the
Fastern States. These lands, however.
were proved with the aid of fertilisers.
Country members have had no data what-
ever in regard to these lands and there is
1ot one member who has been able to tell
us of anything which has been grown
there. There wonld have heen an enor-
mous market no distanee from Norseman
and people might at least have grown
something with whieh to feed stock. No
information. however, has been given as
to whether anyone has grown anything
at all in the distriet, therefore I cannot
reasonably give my support to the second
reading of the measure. T am not pledged
in any way. and I feel quite econfident
that the people who returned me as their
representative ave prepared to leave the
matter in my hands. T feel very muech
concerned about the measure. hecanse T
would have liked to have heen able to mive
it my support. T eannot do so. however,
in face of the circumstances T have men-
tioned. Tf it is possible to aecept the
snggestion made hy the Chairman of the
Advisorv Beard to pnt down a eouple of
experimental plots in the loeality, and that
will only he a matter of a year or two.
we shonld certainly do so. T sineerely
trust that the majority of the Honse will
vole on thiz question as T intend to vote.
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Hen. B. C. O'BRIEN (Ceniral): I do
not desire to make a speech on the Bill,
1 merely wish to make a personal ap-
plication. From time to time we have
heard a great deal about the Esperance
railway, and my object in addressing the
House is merely to try and put myself
right on the question. My eolleagune, Mr.
Patrick, communicated with me by {ele-
phone and asked me whether I would pair
with him for the remainder of the session.
I endeavoured as well as T could on the
telephone to make myself understoed, and
hon, members will know how difficult it is
at times to clearly nnderstand a conver-
galion which takes place over the tele-
phone. T asked Mr. Patrick if he would
define for me the measutres that ke desired
to pair on and, with all due respect to that
gentleman, T might say that he was a little
bit indefinite on the matter.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That is not like Mr,
Patriek. .

Hon. B. . O'BRTEN: T wn just giv-
ing facts. I endeavoured to get the hon.
merber to define on what he desired me
to palr. hat he was very indefinite and it
ended in this way, that I did not know
what the hon. member desired me to pair
on. I gave him a kind of promise that
T would pair with him and I feel bound
now to honour what T said on the tele-
phone. T might also say that T have
given this question a great deal of snp-
port.  If my utterances of some years
ago conld be turned up it would be found
that I supported this partieular railway.
T was acensed of being one of those who
was desirous of centralising evervthing
in Perth. but I denied that. I had a hard
fight at the last election over that matter.
I have always been in favour of decen-
tralisation. T do not know how my col-
league, Mr. Patrick, would have voted®
had he Dbeen here.

The Colonial Seeretary: Po vou know
what his views are on the question ?

Hon. B. C. O’BRIEN: T eannot say.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He told several
of us that he had an open mind.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: He was
dead against this railway ; he told me
E
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Hon. B. C. O’BRIEX: 1 spoke to my
colleague on the telephone with regard
to the various matters, but slthough I
knew this was a burning question, it did
nof come into my mind just at that mo-
ment. Tf it had done so I wounld have
bound the hon. member down to telling
me what attitude he intended to take.
However, that hon. gentleman is away,
and as T agreed to pair with him, T feel
T must give him the benefit of the doubt
with regard to this Bill, therefore 1T shall
be absent from the division.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resnlt :—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 8

Noes .. .- .. .. 13

Majorily againsi .. B
Aves.

Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. J. W. Kirwax
Hen. F. Dawvi- Hon. R. D. Mc¢Kenzie
Hon. J. E. Deodd Hon. T. F, 0. Irlinage

Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. SirJ. W. Hackeltt

{Teller).

NOES.
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. . McLarty
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon. M. L.. Moss

Hon, D. G. Gawler
Hon. V. Hamersley

Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. W. Klngemill

Hon., R. Laurie

Hou- €. Sommers

Hon. T. H. Wilding

Houn. SirE. H. Wittenoom

Hen. W. Marwick
fTeller).

Question thus negatived.
Bill rejected.

BILT—LOAN, £2.142.000.
All Stages.

Received from the Legislalive .\ssem-
bly and read « first tme.

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Iion.
J. M, Drew): [ beg fo move—
That the Rill be now read a second
time.
Question pul and passed.
Rill read a second lime.

in Commiltee, etfcelera,

Hon. W, Kingsmill in fhe Chair, the
Colonial Secrelary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 1o 5—agreed to.

Sebedule:

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. M. L. MOBS: There was one
thing in the schedule thai he wished to
draw attention to. There were items for
the Hotham-Crossman line and the Yilli-
minning-Kondinin line, Bills for which
railwavs had nol yet heen passed. The
(tovernment must have anticipated the
last division hecause there was no alloea-
tion for the Fsperance line, Ii was
peculiar we should he asked to vote
moneys for railways. the Bills for which
had not been passed by the House. This
was establishing an exceedingly bad pre-
cedent and he asked the Minister to re-
port progres+ %o as (o deal first with the
Bills for the railways he had mentioned,

Hou. 4. ). CONNOLLY: There was
nothing unusual in the procedure. There
liad been ilems on Loan Bills passed long
before ihe works had been brought hefore
Parliameni. There must he provision
for surveys and if the railway was not
passed (he money could nol be expended.

The Colonial Secretarv: That is a
perfectly corvect explanation,

Hou. 5. 13, CONNOLLY: Provision
was made for the Upper Chapman rail-
way for tliree years hefore the Bill was
brought down.

Hon. J, 1. CULLEX: ‘There was no
doubt about a precedent for this prac-
tise but it was a wrong thing all the
same. There was absolutely no need for
il. As jhere was a prevedent the drawing
uf attention to the matter would now
effect the purpose.

Hon, (. Sommers: There waa a right
and wrong way aboul things.

The Colonial Secrelary: L the rail-
way Bills Jid not go through the money
would not bhe spent.

Sehedule pur and passed.

I’reamble, Title—agreed to,

Rill reporied withont amendment, and
the report adopled.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—WORKERS HOMES.
dssembly’'s Message.
Message from the Legislalive Assembly
received. notifving thal the amendmenls
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requested by the Council had been made.
‘Considerstion in Committee resumed
from the previous day.

In Commitiee, elcelera.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in ihe Chair. the
Colonial Seceretary in charge of the Bill,

Title—agreed (o,

Bill reported withont amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in wmoving (he second read-
ing said: Mhis is only a short measure
and is not pat forward as one vontaining
all the amendments considered desirable.
The Bill is submitted with the idea of
weting over some of the difficulties which
vequire remedying during the present
session of Parliament. A reclassificalion
of the service is at present in progress.
and it is to meet the renquirements of that
reclassifieation that the present amend-
nients are necessacy. The alteration of
the eonslitutton of the appeal board is
a matter whieh demands atiention. Tt
can hardly be regarded ss right that a
publie servant who haz heen elassified
should have to appeal from the Puoblie
Service Commissioner io the Pnblic Ser-
vice Commissioner, and for the purpose
of overcoming the dillienlty the Bill pro-
poses that the president of the Arhitva-
tion Courl ghall aet as ehairman of (he
appeal board,  The proposal «follows to
some extent the example of the Common-
wealth. It is hoped later to give the pub-
lie servants the same rights as outsiders.
namely the right of appealing to the
Arbitration Court in econmection with
matters affecting their welfare from the
standpoint both of eonditions of labour
and salarvy. It is not, however, proposed
lo vefer to the hoard, whose chaivnan
will be the president of the Arbitration
Court, appeals against punishment, par-
tienlarly for misbehaviour, as it would
be ontside its seope to deal with such
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g matter. If a board is appointed
te deal with appeals in which the punish-
ment amounts to perhaps the loss of a
week’s salary or only a five-shillings fine,
there would be some difficuliy in getiing
a board that could comply with all the re-
quirements. Tt is not thought desirable
for a judge of the Supreme Court to
hear appeals from the Commissioner on
an inquiry made by him in conneciion
with a complaint by a permanent head.
Tt wonld not only helitile the position of
the jondgze, bur it would, in addition, lake
up » considerable amouni of his valuable
time. The Bill also provides for an am-
endment in regard {o the secomd schedule
of the Aet, which sels oul a hard and
fast seale for the eclassification of (he
clerical division. No reason has been
adduced why the clerical division should
have a fixed scale snch as that in the Aect,
while in regard io the professional and
weneral divisions the seale is 1 accord-
anee with that preseribed by the elassi-
fication hoard, Under the seale as at
present fixed, £430 15 the hizhest salary
it is possible to pay in Lhe clerical divi-
sion, It is proposed fo rvepeal the sched-
ule and allow the Commissioner to devise
one to meet the requirements of the case.
Another amendment proposed s to
Clanse 36 of the principal Act for the
purpose of surmounting the diffienlties
that have arisen in regard to temporary
employment. Under the present system,
or the past system, the procedure is for
a requisition to be sent by the permanent
head to the Minister asking permission to
make a femporary appoinimeni. Tt is
impossible for any Minister fo be able’
to satisfy himself under the existing eon-
dilions that if is necessary lo have a tem-
porary hand and the Commisioner cannot
interfere. TUnder the present system we
are discovering that we are building
up a serviee of temporary hands, There
are something like 800 temporary hands
in the service, a state of things not at all
desirable. Under the Bill it is pro-
posed to pul the temporary staff wnder
the Commissioner. We think the Com-
missioner should be charged with the
duty of agsisting the Minister to deeide
whether a temporary hand is required.
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It is proposed to put the temporary steff,
as is the case with the permanent staff,
under the Commissioner. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, veporied withoul amendment:
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BITI.L—PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading—Rill rejected.

The COLONTAIL SECRETARY {(Hon.
J. M. Threw) in moving the second read-
ing said: This Bill applies to the resump-
tion of land vequired by the State for
railway purposes on a fair and reason-
able basis. In this Bill the Government
have adopted the Federal svslem, al-
thongh they do not go so far as the Com-
monwealth Aet, as the Bill is limited to
the resnmption of land for public pur-
poses, whereas under the Federal Aect
the Federal Government can reswme any
land they consider undervalued to the
extent of 25 per eent. It is proposed in
our Bill to take the valuation as sub-
mitted by the land owner to the Land
Tax Commissioner and add 10 per cent.,
and pay that as the unimproved value of
the land. should the Government require
it for public purposes.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: The eourt may
award less than a man’s valation.

The COTONTAL SECRETARY: The
court cannot order more than 10 per cent.
on the valuation ; but it ean order less
than the valnation, and quite righi lon.
Why should they not 7 Because if the
owner of land anticipated that it was
likely to be resumed he would send in a
high valuation.

Hon. D. . Gawler: Then he would
have to pay more land tax.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: But
he would ensure that he was gelting a

[COUNCIL.]

very stiff sum for his block. The neces-
sity for this Bill had been reeognised
for many years past, but no Government
has had the courage to take action.
In connection with the recent resamp-
tions around Perth for rallway purposes,
the Government found that through the
ahsence of legislation such as this they
were compelled to pay enormous sums
for blocks, amounts very mueh in exeess
of what the owners ennsidered to be the
lrue values.
Bon, J. T\
assessors?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know what happened them. hut what
I do know is that very large amonnls
lzad 1o be paid by the Government to the
owners of thizs property. I shall give
some instances. 1 have a statement here
showing the elaimz on the recent re-
sumptions that have heen referred to
the compensation conrt and not yet
heard. T shall eompare with them the
owners’ loxation returns on the lots
claimed for, 1 shall not vead the names 3
T Ao not think there 1s anyv need to do
so ¢ but if any hon. member wishes to see
ihe list afterwards he ean.  Om one
hlaek at West Perth the taxation return
is €1,050. whereas the compensation
claimed was £2,410,

Hon. M. T.. Mess: You do not mention
the owner’s valuation.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: I am
referring to the amount sent in by the
owner as the umimproved value on his
taxation return.  Other hlacks were as
follows —T'axation return. £300 ; eom-
pensation ¢laimed, £902 : Taxation re-
furn.  €1930 . compensntion eclaimed,
£8,000: Taxation return. £1.000; com-
pensatton claimed, £10,300,

Hom. J. F, Callen: Without improve-
ments ¢

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes.

Hon. J. F, Cullen: Are vou quite sure,
becanse it has been denied.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
informed lhis return has heen checked
since the denial was made.

Tou. 1. F. Cuallen: The fizure~ were
read oui in another place.

Cullen: Where were the
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
another case £350 was submitted as the
taxation reiurn and the compensation
claimed was £1,386.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: What was awarded
in any of these cases?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I have
not come to the awards yet. In another
case the taxafion return was for £9,000,
but the amount claimed was £26,390.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: In that case there
were improvements.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Here
is a case at Geraldton; the taxation re-
turn was for £54, and the compensation
claimed was £2,376. But those figures are
valueless because there were improve-
ments on the bloek.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Were these the
amonnts claimed, or the amount paid?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
amounts claimed. T can give a list of
alaims settled by the department at prices
above the taxation returns for the land,
owing to the hopelessness of the court’s
being able to pay much attention to the
taxation returns under existing condi-
tions. In one case in Perth the taxation
return was £860, and the amount claimed
for compensation was £1,720. This elaim
was settled for £1,653, pearly double the
taxation return,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Evidently the claim
was pretty nearly right.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Was that settled
withont reference to arbitration®

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. M. L. Mess: There is something
radically wrong. It is bad administration.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: In
another case £150 was the taxation return,
and the amount claimed was £1,400, This
was seftled for £475. All the ficures I
could quote are in about the same pro-
portion; so it will be seen at onee there
is necessity for a Bill to be introdnced to
regulate this state of affairs.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not on that evi-
dence. Not the slightest reliance ean be
placed on it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Clauses 4 and 5 deal with the term when
the valuation shall be taken in respect of
any land. These provisions are taken
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from the Federal Act, and provide for
the valuation of the land being taken as
on the Ist January prior to the resump-
tion. The object of this is to prevent the
leakage of mformation. 1f we allow the
valuation to be {aken just ai the time the
resumption 15 made fhe owners will nalur-
ally increase the amonnts on their taxation
returns, and get niore than the true value
of the land.

Hon, Sir J. W. Hackett: Is there any
law like this in the other States?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
New Zealand there is a law that land may
be resumed under the land tax by adding
10 per cent. The object of Claunses 4 and
5 is to allow the Government, in cases
where the resumption is not authorised
by a special Act of Parliament, to resnme
the land on the value placed on it at the
previous lst January, and in the case of
land resumed under a special Act to en-
able the valuation to be taken on the 1st
January prior to the passing of the Act.
The other clanses deal with the fact that
the Bill is not retrospective, so that the
Bill is not to be applied to any resmn)-
tion of land up to date. T move—

That the Bill be now read a socond
time.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
When T first read this Bill I thought it
must be a mistake, beeanse I have never
read a more ontrageous measure intro-
duced into any House of Parliament. I
do not intend at this stage (o go as
lengthily into the matter as I would
like, but if a Bill had been brought
down here to amend the existing
Act so as to make it fairer fto
owners of property, it would have
had my support. This is a proposi-
tion to add other burdens and other in-
justices to property owners. The Minis-
ter said the Bill followed the lines of the
Federal Aet. That is rather misleading,
because our Act states that in valning
resumed land regard shall be had solely
to certain matters. In the Federal Act
that word "solely” is left out. Here it is
gonght to fix the value at the value as
assessed in January last. Let me give an
illustration as to how unfairly it might
work, Hunter’s corner was purchased by
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My, 8. P. McKay for £60,000. The build-
ings are not worthy of the position, and in
the course of a little time they must be
swept away, so the real valne of the pro-
perty is the valne of the land. Mr.
MelKay put in his land tax assessment af
£00,000, and the Government geot the hene-
fit of thal high price. But two gentlemen
are appuinted by the Stale Government to
make land tax valuations in the metropo-
litan avea. These gentlemen are invited by
public application to put in & price for
doing the work—a system I do not ap-
prove of.

Hon. M. L. Moss: The Bill says the
amount shall be teken as set up by the
elaimant,

Hon, C. SOMMERS: No; it says the
court shall assess the unimproved value of
the land, and in its award shall allow for
such value at no more than the amount
assessed.

Hon, M. L. Moss: Yes; you are quite
right.

Hon. €. SOMMERS: Mr. McKay, in
this case, put in his value at £60,000, but
the land tax assessors assessed it at
£48,000, including the buildings. Now,
suppose the Governmeni had wanted that
block, they would walk into court and
say, “Here is your £48,000, plas 10 per
cent.” If the owner assesses it at less
than its value they can leave it at that,
and resume, plus 10 per cent.; but if it
is valued by the owner at too high a price
the Government ¢an have it revalued.
Hordern Bros. property, next to Sand-
over’s, is valued by the owners at £73,400,
but the land tax assessors redneed this
to £57420, or a difference of about
£16,000. Obviously it would be very un-
fair to properiy owners io have the Taxa-
tion Department assess a property below
the value estimated by the owner, and
the Government then to resume the land
at the lower value, plus 10 per cent.
Apgain, suppose it was resnmed in Deecem-
ber: if you take its value on the 1st
Januvary preceding there Is a period of 12
months elapsing. We have had land in
onr prineipal streets inerease 30 and 40
per cent. in value during the last 12
months. Why should the Government he
allowed to take an old value, perhaps 30
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per cent. below that of the value at the
date of resumption? Assuming the Gov-
ernment required Boan Bros.' property,
they could resume the land at the value
at whieh it was assessed in January last,
pay for the buildings, add 10 per cent.,
and then =ay i¢ Boan Bros. “Gel oul as
auickly as you like”; throw thal Hrm’s
stock upon the market and cause them
to dispose of it as best they could. As-
suming this happened, and Boan Bros.
witnted os good a site as Lhey have now:
the very faet of the resumption by the
Government would inerease the prices all
along the street, and it would be impos-
sible for Boan Bros. to secure a fitting
block at anything like the priee they
received for their own property, It would
be a loss all round fo the firm disturbed,
amounting to perhaps £15,000 or £20,000
by the time they erected their new build-
ings. And suppose there was expensive
machinery in the building resumed, the
Governinenl need not buy if, but conld say.
“0h, take it away.” Again, suppose the
(Government resurned a morigaged pro-
perty. They can say to the mortgagee,
“Here is your money,” notwithstanding
that perhaps the mortgagee was getting
six per cent, and may now have to take
44 or even 4 per cent. There is nothing
to recompense the mortagagee, no allow-
ance for fittings, no allowance for good-
will, Tt is the most iniguitous Bill that
ever eame before a Parliament, and I do
not think this House shonld give it five
minuntes’ consideration. It is now im-
possible to amend the existing Aet this
session, and it is of no use trying to put
anything in the Bill. It is an anjust Bill
and not at all like the Federal Act. Tt
does not give them power to resnme land
at the value al which 1t is assessed, but
onlv if they think it is very much under-
valued. T move an amendment—

That the Bill be read a second lime

this day sir months,

Fon. C. A. PTESSE (Scuth-East) : The
remarks of the hon. gentleman who has
just sat down would apply equally well
to conntry lands. T have known cases in
which the unimproved value has been eut
down from 30s. to £1 per acre. It will
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be found, too, that instances have oc-
curred in which it has been deemed neces-
sary by the Taxation Department to issne
an amended assessment after the taxes
have bheen paid ou the original assess-
ment, and in consequence refunds of
taxes have had to be paid in order to
adjust the account. This sort of thing
is by no means uncommon in connection
with rural laands, and I shall heartily
support the throwing out of the Bill.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East):
The hon. Mr. Sommers has shown only
one side of the case. We have heard of
Simple Simon, but he was a veritable
Solon as ecompared with the drafter of
this Bill. The Bill is a combination of
sharpness and erudity, and the main
eateh or supposition is that once it he-
comes known everybedy in making ont
his land tax assessment will write it np
on the chance that his ground may be
taken at his assessment. We will look at
they way it will work out. If the Com-
missioner accepted everybody’s assess-
ment, then there would be ground for say-
ing that they must not claim more, but in
most eases the Commissioner does not
aceept it. The Commissioner says “You
are assessing at £100, and the proper value
is £200"; probably the settlement will be
£150. What kind of conrt would it be
which wonld say—“We compel you to
pay tax on £150 and we will buy from you
at £100 or less.” No court in the world
would give effect to such a proposal. This
Bill is an insult to the Crown, to expert
the Crown to be a party to such sharping.
Tt amonnts to lese majeste and the sooner
it coes out the belter.

Hon, M. L. MOSS (West): As lo the
seandalous characier of this measure and
the confiseatory nafure of its provisions
there can be ne doubi, and T am going to
add twe or three instances {o those already
quoted. When we talk of land we 1alk
of all that is aflixed to the land and we
mean the land aund bnildine<, In Sec-
fion 63 of the Public Works Act of 1902
the following words appear:—

In delermining the amouni of eom-
penzation (if any) to be awarded for
land iaken, regard shall be had solely to
ihe following mailers:—{a.) The pro-
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bable and reasonable price at which suel

land, with any improvements thereon,

or the estate or inlervest of the claim-

ant therein, might have been expecicd

to sell at the date the land was taken,

without regard to any increased value

occasioned by the proposed public work.
It is quite plain. fherefore, that the owner
is ro get the value of the land and the
buildings. It is proposed to make ihis
addition—

For the purpose of delermining (he
amount of any suel compensaiion---
alluding to the position referred fo in the

tirst part of the seetion—

the court shall assess the unimproved

value of the land as at the dale afore-

said and in iis award shall allow for

such value at no more than the amount

assessed.
The effect of thai clanse is to nentralise
the provision T have read. namely, that
the owner shall be paid for the land and
improvements. It is clear Lo me, there-
fore, that under this amendment the owner
is to pay for the nnimproied value of the
land and not the buildings.

The Colonial Secretarv: There is ne
sueh intention.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I acquit the Gov-
ernment of having any such intention, but
that is ile purport of the Bill. We are
roing to take away the right te pay peo-
ple for their buildings, and instead are
going to pay for the land and nothing
for the baildings. The Colonial Seere-
tary has enightened the House with fig-
ures in regard to the taxation refurns
which have been putf in. It is ineonceiv-
able that land should be so grossly under-
valued as in those returns, and, if it in-
cludes bunildings as well, that the Govern-
ment wonld aceept such valualions. There
must have been gross under-valuing and
a deliberate attempt to cheat the Govern-
ment out of the taxes, and cheat the eom-
munity by the preposterous elaims put
forward.

Houn, C. Sommers: The Aet provides for
preposterous elaims.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I know, but it
seems to me there should have been some
prosecntions, and, therefore, I think that
those figures quoted by the Minister re-



quire a lot of locking into. I would be
sorry to accuse people of an endeavour
to cheat the community, and that the
Taxation Commissioner should sit down
under it and not take steps to penalise
them for such conduet, I eannot under-
stand. This Bill is intended to deal with
property, the whole of which is taken.
There is an entire disregard of e¢ircum-
stances that may surround portions of the
land. Suppose a person is the owner of
a thonsand acres, and instead of the Gowv-
ernment wanting the whole thousand aeres
they require ten acres. The valuation of
the whole property is £10 an acre but in
one particular portion of it there is a
coal mine, or a magnificent quarry, so en-
haneing the value of the property gener-
ally. The Government would take that
ten aeres and pay £10 per acre, whereas
there might have been a discovery which
would make that ten acres worth thon-
sands of ponuds. Is that a fair thing?
It seems to me that this position has never
been considered. The Government being
this measure down on the last day of the
session, and without consideration people
ave to be deprived of what they are justly
entitled to. I will support a fair mea-
sure so that people will noi get undne
amounnts for land required for public pur-
poses, but the Bill mmst be on a fair
basis. Take another case. A man has
put his return in to the Taxation Cowmn-
missioner for property for £20,000, and
he sells that property before the next
return is due to a bona fide purchaser for
£30,000. The Government vequire fhat
land and they iake the last assessment,
with the result that the man who paid
£30.000 for it will have the pleasure of
handing it over for £20,000, or, at the
ntost, £22,000. Can we do such a thing
as this? Let us revise the Public Works
Aet by all means, but the amendment must
be fair, and at this stage of the session
the Bill eannot be pat into anv shape
which any hon. member could justify to
his eonstituente. This Public Works Act
is an ahsolute scandal in another direction.
When land is resnmed the Government
acquire it by proclamation and the owner’s
interest is ronverted into a claim for eom-
pensation. But the unfortunate owner has

[COUNCIL.]

not the power of getting threepence by
way of compensation unless the Govern-
ment proceed under Sections 46, 47, and
48. The Act says that the Government
may serve an offer on the claimant of
what they propose to pay for compen-
sation. 1 know that to-day there are a
number of eclaims absolutely deliberately
held up in respect of which respectable
tirms of solicitors have informed me that
they have vequested the depariment ilo
make a nominal offer of one penny piece.

The Colonial Secretary: By the present
Government ?

Hon, M. 1. MOBS: T am not going to
attribute this to any Government; it must
be the officers of the department. They
will not make an offer, and until an offer
is made and rejected the parties cannot
get to avbitration. The Government pub-
lish a proclamation and deprive a man
of his land and buildings; the proclama-
tion vests the land in His Majesty; the
department will not make even a nominal
offer, and the owner is unable 1o get to
arbitration. I can how members a letter
from one of the most eminent legal firms
in Perth complaining of just sueh a posi-
tion; it is a disgrace and a scandal to
the eountry. That firm has asked me io
move an amendment to this Bill, and I
helieve a similar letter went to Mr. Gawler,
We cannot deal with this matter, hut the
Minister must be convineed from what
Mr. Sommers has said, and from the illus-
trations I have quoted, that it is high time
the Public Works Act was dealt with on
a more comprehensive and fairer basis
than this Bill proposes. This is a hurried
session, and probably the sense of justice
of the Government has been outweighed
by the preposterous elaims the Colonial
Secretary has mentioned; but while I am
prepared to assist im to get a fair mea-
sure 50 that the Government arve not going
to be robbed hy these extorfionate claims.
I am not going to support this Bill. which
goes to the olher extreme and is eapable of
doing a great injnstice in the ways T have
indicated. T, therefore, support Mr.
Sommers,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Subnrhan}: Mr. Moss has made a point
which s worthy of eonsideration, and
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that is that the Bill in Clanse 2 may have
the effect of depriving a claimant of
the value of his improvements. That may
not be the intention of the clause, but
the unfortunate part is that the drafts-
man has nsed the words ‘‘any such com-
pensation,” and it looks as if the Gov-
ernment wished to wipe out payment for
improvements under the original Aect.
With regard to the remainder of the Bill,
T lake it that the object is to penalise the
person who pnts his land in at too small
a value in connection with the land and
income tax. If that is so, I protest
against this way of penalising a man.
Hec can be dealt with under the Assess-
_ment Act, and even if that were not so,
it 1s unfair to say that he shall be penal-
ised by the valuation he puts in to the
Taxation Commissioner, becanse the valu-
tion may not be his own but that of
sworn valners.

Hon C. Sommers: He may be a trustee
of am eslate.

Hon. I). G. GAWLER: He may be a
trustee and know nothing of the valun-
tion. The vbject of the Public Works
Act is to give a person eampensation for
land taken hy the Government for publie
purposes ; it is not to punish him, even if
the valne he has placed on his land is a
low one. Fe must get compensation.
The Government should not be allowed
to say, ‘Tt is valued at sueh a sum and
that is all yon will get, no matter whether
il is fair compensation or not.” By an in-
direet way the Governmeni are saying
“You shall not gef compensation, we will
punish vou for making the returns vou
have made by giving you an inadequate
value.”? Under those civcumstances I
must protest against the Bill.

The COLONIAT. SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M Drew): T do not intend to disenss
this matter at length. T think bhop, mem-
bers thoroughly understand the intention
of the Clovernment. s vepards the
points raised by Mr. Moss 1 do not [eel
qualified to pass an opiniun, but it is eer-
tainly a great surprise to me, and all I
can definitely say is that the Government
have no such intention. This has been
gross error on ihe part of the Parliamen-
tary Drafisman. T think it has been
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stated that if, for instance, a man sends
in a valuation of bis land at £1,000, and
if the Commissioner of Taxation reduces
it to £800, it could be eclaimed by the
Government for that figure.

Hon. A. . Jenkins: Undoubtedly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is eertainly not the intention of the Gov-
ernment. If the Flouse will pass the
second reading of the Bill T will proceed
no further until the matter has heen in-
vestigated by the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

Amendment (that the Bill be read this
day ~ix months) put, and a qQivision taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .. .. . .. 16

Noes .. .. o .. 6

Majorily for .. .. 10
AYES,

Hou. E. M. Clorke
Hon, D. G. Gawler
Hon. Sir J. W, Huckett
Hon, V. Hamersley
Hon. A. G, Jenkins
Hon. W, Kingsmill
Hon, R. Lanrie

Hou, ¥, McLarty
Hon. M, L. Moss
Han, C. A. Piesse
Han. C. Summers
Hou. T. H. Wilding
! Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, J, F, Cnlles

Hon. W. Marwick (Taller)
Hoo' R. D. McEenzie

NceEs.
Hon, T. F. 0. Brimage Hon. B. C. O'Brien
Hon. J. E, Dodd Hon, F. Davie.
Hon. J. M. Drew (Teller)

Hon. J, W, Kirwnn
Awmendment thus passed.
Bill rejected.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TTONS ACT AMENDMENT.

Serond Heading.

The COLONJAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M., Drew) in moving the second reaid-
ing said: This is a small measure which
proposes to make {wo amendments lo
the existing Munieipal Corporations Aect
of 1906. The object of introducing it is
lo overcome a diffteulty whieh has faced
the mumeipality of Subiaco, and also
other municipalities from lime to time.
The weasnre will give the Governor-in-
Conneil power to enable the municipali-
ties to borrow over and above lhe limifa-
tions provided in the principal Act for
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certain frading coneerns, provided the
Governor is satisfied they are of such a
character as will pay interest and sinking
fund, In conneclion with the Subiaco
electrie lighting plant, it is to-day a trad-
ing concern in every sense of the word.
It has been in existence for some time. it
is well managed and very profitable. but
s6 far as the municipalily is concerned it
is found that on account of the demands
for earrent, the couneil are not able to
sapply all, and they would like fo extend
the plant. Owing to the limitations of
the Municipal Corporalions Aect, how-
ever, in ¢ far as borrowing is concerned,
the eouncil are unable (¢ borrow an am-
ount of money which will be necessary
for the purpose. This trading concern
pays interest and sinking fund, and also
a depreciation fund, as well as ihe fact
that it shows a net profit. and it will be
recognised that it is desirable that ihe
council should have the opportunity of
extending the operations, It might be
slated that the Bill should have been in-
troduced in such a way as to limit it to
Subiaco, but it is a difficnlty which may
ocenr in any other municipality, and it
has been deemed advisable 1o provide the
legislative machinery for all, The pro-
position has io he submitied lo the rafe-
payers. That procedure is not to be de-
parted from. The ratepavers have to
endorse the proposed loan hefore any re-
aquest can be made to put the money into
the trading concern proposed Lo be estah-
lished ; ihe ratepayers have (o vole on the
question and endorse it, and it will then
be only a matier of form for the Guv-
ernment lo investignie and allow (he
tunieipality to borvrow. If afier an in-
vestigation it is found that the muniei-
pality should be permiited lo borrow, it
will rest wilh the Governor-in-Couneil to
ive his conseni. Lasl session a similar
Bill was introduced (0 overcome a similar
difficulty at Bunbury. and varvious Gov-
erniments have from (inie to time intro-
duced other Rille for this purpose. There
is another amendment in the measure.
There is a doubt as to whether the muni-
cipalitics, having borrowed money Lor the
purpose of establishing {rading converns,
ean sell their commodilies oulside the
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municipalities. Il is a guestion whether
they can serve anyone else, and in con-
nection with the proposed purchase of the
Perth Gas Works by the City couneil it
is deemed advisable to inseri the second
amendment. I move-—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): 1 desive io support the
second reading of the Bill. I have been
asked by those interested in the Subiaeo
municipality to support the Bill on the
ground mentioned hy the leader of the
House. and if the House will allow me
I would like to explain the position in
which they are placed. Their total hor-
rowing powers are £51.000, and ihe am-
ount already borrowed is (47.750, the
amonnt of borrowing power still remain-
ing bheing £3,250. Tlie capital sunk n
the plant is £18,337, and the amount of
loan moneyv sunk in the plant is £13,500;
the balance earned by the plant is £4,837.
During the first two vears {he ratepaycrs
had to find interest and sinking fund to
the amouni of £1,198 15s. After the
first two years all inferest and sinking
fund has been found from profils, and
last year £200 was paid to general rev-
enue as a first instalment towards paying
back the £1,198 15s. found for interest
and sinking fund duving the first two
years. This coneern has been shown lo
have been a good invesiment, and on the
ground mentioned by the leader of the
House I have much pleasure in support-
ing the second reading.

Queslion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitice, elcetera.
Hou, W. Kingsmi!l in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clanses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. A. G. JENKINS moved—

That the following be udded (o stand
as (lause 4:— The council af vny muni-
cipality may establisk and run o ser-
vice or services of wmoter ‘huses ov
motor cars within any part or parvis of
the municipalily, or lo and frow uny
points outside the municipalily, and nt
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more than four wiles from any boun-
dary therveof, and may charge and take
tolls in respect thereof, and may es-
tablish and maintain all such buildings
ang works and employ all such engi-
neers and workmen and do all such
matiers and things as shall be neces-
sury or convenicnl to enable the coun-
cil to repair and keep in repair such
molor ‘buses and wmolor ecars,  Suech
meotor “buses or motor cars may be run
independently of or in comnection with
and as feeders of any tramacay operatad
by the council,
He had been asked by the muuicipality
of Perth to move this new clanse. The
Perth couneil wanted rhe right to run
molor *huses and at preseut they had not
that right. There would algo be a sub-
senueent amendment if this new elause
were carried,  The Perth couneil had
power to borraw money for certain pur-
poses but not for ruming motor *bhuses.
The municipality desived to starl thesc
"huses.
have to be taken hefore the connell were
conunifted to any expenditwre.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : At
this late hour of the sesston he conld not
aceept the amendment,  There was no
knowing what diseussion might take place
here, or in another place, and the Bill
might thereby be imperilled,

Hon, A, G. JENKINS: The Colonial
Secretary had given no reason why he
ohjected to the proposed elanse, therefore
he would move it,

New clause put and a division (aken
with the following result:—

Aves - .. .. 4
Noes .. .. .. 15
Majority against R B
AvES, o

Honn. . Sommers
Hon. D, G. Gowler
{Teller.y

‘Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. A, G, Jeukins

Nors,

Houn. R. D. McKenzie

Han. F. McTnrty

Hou, M, L. Moss

Hun C. A. Piesse

Hon, T, H, Wildine

Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom

Hou. T. F, 0, Brimage
(Tellery

How, E. M. vlarke
Hon, J, F. Cullen
How. F. Davis

Hon. J. E. Dodd

Hou. J. M. Drew

Hoii. Sir J. W, Hackeil
Hon, J W. Kirwun
Hon. W. Marwick I

A wvote of the. ratepayers wonld -
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New clause 1hus negatived,

Title—agreed to. .

Bill reported withoui amendment, and
the reporl adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION
AND ARBITRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly's Message.

The legislative Assembly bhaving dis-
agreed {o three amendments made by the
Coungil, also having amended one amend-
ment, the Assembly’s reasons for the same
were now considered,

In Conmmitiee.

Hon, W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
ton. .. . Dodd (Honerary Minister) in
charge of the Bill.

No, 2—Clanse 2. in sub-paragraph (e)
of, paragraph (b}, after the word “in-
dusiries” insert “Provided that uothing
th this Aet or the prineipal Aet shall ap-
ply to -he agrienltural and pastoral in-
dustries and’ :

Ton. J. E. DODD woved—

That the amendment he not insisted

OH.

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM moved—

That progress be reported und leave
asked lo sit agaiv at the next sitting of
the House.

Motion put and negalived.

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: The Comtniltee
had failed to make altogether clear the
range of their amendment. We did "not
mean to include shearers amongst pastoral
workers. probably if that were explained
to another place their main objection to the
Couneil’s amendment might he overcome.
He did nof think the Committee should
waive their amendment exeluding rural
workers from the scope of the Bill.  He
moved as an amendment—

That the Council's amendment, so far
as it refers to rural workers, be insisted
oH. :
Hon, J. E. DODD: Tt was to be sin-

cerely hoped the Counecil would not take
the responsibility of killing the Bill, he-
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cause that was what the amendment made
by the Counecil meant.  Members must uot
torget that at the present time cmployees
in the rurad and pastoral industries conld
come under the Federal Arbitralion Aef.
It was no use trying to kill the Rill when
ihese indusiries came under the Federal
Avhitration Conrt and emplovees and emn-
plovers were hable to be put io a areater
expense than if they were hronght nnder
ihe Siate Court,

Hon. A, G, JENKINS: The Couneil’s
amendiment was tantamount o repealing a
provision in the prineipal Aet, beeause
these men already came within the scope
of the pringipal Aei. It was dangecous
{o fake away from them the privilege.
they alrendy possessed.

Tton, Sir K. H. WITTENOOM : We
shoukd nsist ob the amendiment: sent for-
ward (o the Assembly, becanse it would
do the greatest ammud of harm io extend
the provigions of (the Ael to the rural amd
pastoral indusivies, and it wonld never
work. .

Hon, M. L. MOSS:  Though having
valed For the Conneil’s amendment pre-
vinusly, e was not auxious now to insist
on hix vote, and would bring himself into
line with what the Assembly required, be-
cause My, Jenkins had correctiy slated the
uxisfing privilege of the rural workers.
I there was to be a confliet hetween the
two Houses he would rather have it on
things which were of more moment than
tiis.

Houn. W. MARWTCK: The Federal
Partinment did not see (it at first to in-
elnde rural workers, and though they had
done s0 now flhere had not heen suflicient
opporinnity 1o see how the svstem worked.

Hen, J. F. CULLEN: Having heen
considerably impressed by the reasons ad-
vaneed by the Assembly, and hy the re-
marks of Mr. Moss, and secing that the
alternative would wmean that the rural
workers would have to go hefore the Fed-
eral Court, whieh would simply be piling
np costs and trouble, he was inclined very
veluctantly to withdraw from his previous
posilion, He was not afraid of high
wages or good condifions: his desire had
heen to save confusion and waste of fime
in appeals to the Arbitration Court.

Awmendment (How J. T Cullen®2) with-
drawn,

Hon, T. H. WILDING: It was (o he
hoped the Couneil woull adbere 10 iis
position. otherwise (he ehances would he
the present minimum wage would be made
the maximum, and hndreds of men waould
e o ot employment. The  propesal
would  canse a great deal of irouble
thronghout the agrienliural distriets.

Question pau and a division taken with
the following resuli:—

Ayes . 14

Noes i

Majority for .. .8
AYES.

Hon.
Hoit.
Homn,
Hon,
Hon,

Hou. T. F. Q. Brimasze
Hou. J. I} Counelly
Hon. I. ', Callen
Hou. F, Davis

Hiw. J. E. Dodad

A, Gl Jenkins
J. W, Kirwan
R, Taurio

R. . MeKonzie
N, L. Moss

Hon, J. M. Drew . Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hou. D, G, flawler ’ 1 Teifer.)
Hou. 8ic J. W. Hackett .

NOEs.
Haw, W, Marwick Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. E. MoLurty Hou. L. A Piesse
Homn, ¢, Sommrs ! (Telfoy.)

Hon, T. H, Willine

Question thus passed ;
amendment nol insisted on.
No. £—Clanse 8, strike out Subelii=e

the Counell’s

U

Hon. T. E. DODD movel—

That the acmendmend he not insisted

0. ' ‘
The Assembly had agreed to the Couneil’s
amendment in reference (o the eonstifn-
tion of the eourt and rthat lezsened many
of the objections ruised to some of the
elanses in the Bill,

Hon, Siv E. T, WITTENOOM: The
Conneil’s amendment shonld be {usisled
oL as very exeellent vensons were hrought
farward for if,

Tlon, ¥, T MOSS:  The objeclion to
1he subelanse was that it enabled persons
to ereate o dispute when the employer and
his employees had no reason for appeal-
ing to the Arbitration Court, Tt would
chable husy-bodies o interfere in a thing
thot did not eoncern them. There was
no reason why the Couneil should alter
the position already taken np.
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Hon, J. ¥, CULLEN: It was really
only the jurisdiction of the court that was
upheld by the provision and there was less
in the Council’s objection to it than seemed
to pe the case. He would give way.

Ilen. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Hon.
members might have given way at first as
last. It showed how ill considered most
of their speeches were. The clause
dragged in every employer, and it was
mischievous.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Once again he im-
pressed on hon. members the neeessity for
not insisting on the amendment, and once
again he would refer to the fact that
many members had stated that the Gov-
ernment had had a mandate from the peo-
ple to bring about an amendment of the
Arbitration Act. The Legislative Assewm-
bly had agreed to three amendments and
one was mosi vital so far as the Govern-
ment were coneerned. It was not too much
te ask members of the Council not to in-
sist further. Good reasons had been ad-
duced and in addition there were other
rensons which he had stated in the conrse
of the debate.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Under Clause 8 the
conrt had power to declare that its award
shonld be a eommon rule.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: We are always sup-
posed to have had that power in the prin-
cipal Act.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There was no doubt
about it now. All he understood was that
there should be no prohibition against a
person employing a non-unionist provid-
ing he observed the common rule laid
down by the court in regard to that par-
ticular industry. Why should unions ty-
ranmnise over everyone?

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. 10
Noes . . .. 10
A tie .. .. .0
AYRS. o

Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. Sir J. W. Hockett
Hon. A. G. Jenking
Hoon. J. W, Kirwan
j Hon, B. D. McKenzie
(Teller).

Hou, T. ¥. 0. Brimnge
Hon, J. D. Connolly
Hon. J. F. Collen
Hon. F. Davis

Hen, J. E. Dodd
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NoEs.
Hou, C. A. Piesse
Hon. C. Sommers
How. T. H, Wildiug
Hon. Sir E. H. Witieupom
Hou. E. M. Clarke
{Teller.)

Hon, D, G. Gawler
Hon. R. Lanrie
Hon, W, Marwick
Houn. E, McLarty
Hon, M. L. Mozs

The Chairman gave his casting vote
with the Ayes.

Question thus paesed : the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 7—Strike out Clause 12 :

Hon. J. E. DODD moved—

That the amendment be nol insisted

on.

There had been two divisions taken in
the Council with regard to this clause.
On the first division it was decided
that the clause shouid stand, and on
the second division taken after another
member had come into the Chamber
it was decided to delete the clause.
It was one of the most immportant clanses
in the Bill. It was the absence of such
& clause that brought about the tramway
strike in Perth, and its continued absence
might ¢ause industrial strife at any
moment. Nothing legitimate could be
urged sgainst wiping the clause out
of the Bill altogether. It did not give
much more power than was possessed
at the present time.

Hon. M. L. MOS88: Provision had
been made in Clause 11 for a minimum
wage which would be sufficient to
enable the average worker to live in
reasonable comfort. We were going
to do something more ; the court was
to have the right to go intc a man's
factory or business premises to make
an inquiry as to the capacity of the
worker, in other words, the court would
take the business out of the man’s
hands and lay down rules and regulations.

Hon. T. H. WILDING : There were
men on the land who were Jooked on
as handy men and who could turn their
hands to anything. These men could
be graded and told. some to do this, and
others to do that.. The result would
be that farmers would not be able to
employ any labour.

Hon. F. DAVIS: The hon. member
only spoke of the rural industry. Ap-
parently he overlooked the fact that in
some industries it was essential that we
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should have something of this kind,
particularly as in the case of the tailors
referred to by Mr. Doland. The tailors
worked on piece-work rates and in
their case a clause like this was necessary
in order that they might be classified.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Full power was
provided in the present Act for fixing
the rate of wages for the different classes
of workers. The objection against the
clause was that it would enable the
court to take & particular class of workers
in an industry and grade them up
from the minimum to the maximum
rate of pay.

Hon, J. E. DODD: Mr. Moss was
not fair in the argument used. Mr. Moss
had seid it would give the court power
to classify from the minimwn rate of
wage upwards. As a matter of fact it
gave power also to classify downwards.

Hon. M. L. Moss : The miniinuin is the
lowest wage.

Hon. J. E. DODD: This was to
give the court power to classify. The
object of the clause was particularly to
avoid strikes.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM : The
clause gave power to svoid strikes,
but only at the cost of the man who
had to pay the increased wages. We
had the minirmum, and the court would
walk in and say, here is the minimum,
and we are going to grade up from it.
The employer would have no say what-
ever under the clause. The court would
do the same with regard to the tailors
to whom Mr. Davis had referred, and the
court would also go on a farm and put
one man on milking and another on
ploughing, and so on. They would take
the business out of the hands of the
employer.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 : Mr. Dodd had
said that the clause gave the court power
to grade downwards. But the hon.
member knew that the word ** minimum »
meant the lowest. So there was no
grading below that, un:l therefore the
grading would be upwerds One could
easily prevent strikos if one kept on
paying every demand of the men.
There was ne great virtuwe in that. He
was afraid that what the large proportion

[COTXNCIL.)

of workers called an award was what-
they deemed they were entitled to get,
and theyv thought as little of bresking
industrial agreements es they did of
going to bed at night.

Hon, ¥. Davis: That is not right.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: [f we were to
accedt this grading clause and the men
were to be graded up, the cost of living
would be graded up also, and a man's
business wouald he taken out of his
hands. .

Hon. J. E. DODD: Mr. Moss had
said there was no power to gn b:low
the minimum.

Hon. M, L. Moss:
not for that purpose.

Hon., J, E. DODD : 1t was possible
to go below the minimum. Under
the priucipal Act. as Mr. Moss knew,
it was provided that a lower rate
could be fixed in certhin cases,

Hon M. L. Moss: But that is not
what this clause i¢ fo:.

Hon. J. K. DODD: O course Mr.
Moss could get behind the whole Com-
mittee and see into the minds of people.
This clause was inserted with a view
to overenming difficulties that had arisen
throagh strikes. So far as he (Mr.
Dodd) was concerned he was almost
prepared to say, ‘* wipe out arbitration
altogether and we shall see how we will
get on.”

Hoen. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom :
Bill wap.

Hon. J. E. DODD : One was almost
inclined to do so.

The CHATRMAN: Hon. members
would confine their observations to
the scope of the amendment.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The object of
the clause was to overcomo certain
difficaléies which had given rise to
troubles in the past. The tiamway
strike had been brought about by
reason of the counrt’s declaration that
there was no power to make certiin
investigatious,

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM : Clansé
11 provided for a minimum wage com-
patible with & reasonable degree of
comfort.

I said this was

Tear the
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Hon. J. E, Dodd : S8pecial provision is
made in the principal Act to go below
the minimum in certain cases.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : The
court might walk in and classify the
workers engaged in any industry. Would
any hon. member submit to such a
thing in his business ? The principle of
fixing & minimwn rate of wage had
been dccepted, but one would not
allow anyone else to say who among
his employees were to have the minimum
wage and who were to be classified
above it.

Hon. F. DAVIS: The clause was
asking for what some employers were
already doing. When he was running
a printing business he had paid com-
positors 10s. & day, while to one man
of special ability he had paid 12s. per
day. Why, then, should not the court
have power to determine in certain cases
of ability that certain men should be
paid more than others ?

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: As an
employer you would not like to have
others taking that prerogative from
you,

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: What one
feared was that & men who knew nothing
about the qualiications of one’s em-
ployees should step in and say ** This
worker shall gat so much, and this other
worker such and such a sum,” The
employer knew the value of his men,
and how could outsiders have the same
knowledge ? If the clause would prevent
strikes he would be one of the first
to support it. He objected to an out-
sider, whether a judge of the Supreme
Court or anybody else, coming in and
classifying his employees, perhaps against
his own ideas of their respective values.
There should be some finality and
when an agreement was fixed up it
should be for some time.

Hon. T. H. WILDING : This would
deal & blow at one of the primary in-
dustries of the State. If it was necessary
to legislate in this manner for the tailoring
industry, well and geod, but why try
and drag in an industry which was the
means of paying high wages in the
secondary industries.
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Question (that the amendment be not
insisted upon) put and a division taken
with the following resalt :—

Ayes 5
Noes 11
Majority against 6
AYES,
Hou. F. Davis Hon. J, W, Kirwan
Hou. J. E. Dedd Hoa. T. F. 0. Briage
Hon. J. M. Drew (Teller),
NoEs.
Hou. E. M: (larke Hon. M. L. Mose
Hon. J. D. Connolly Houn. C. A, Piesse
Hon. J. F, Culler Hon, T. H. Wildiog
How. D. G. Gawler Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, R. Laurie Hon. C, Sommers
Hon, E. McLarty {Taller),

Question thus negatived ; the Council’s
amendment insisted upon,

No. 5—Clause 9, strike out this clause
and insert the following in lieu thereof :—
“ An industrial award heretofors or
hereafter made shall be binding on
every member of ary industrial union
or indnstrial association which is party
thereto.” To this a further amendment
was made by the Legislative Asssmbly
a3 follows :—Qmit the words “ Strike
out this clanse and insert tha following
in lieu thereof " and insert “ add their
following clavse : ”

The CHATRMAN : The effect of the
Legislative Assembly’s amendment on
the Legislative Council's amendment
would be that Clause 3 would remain in
the Bill and the Legislative Council’s
amendment would be added to it. The
Legislative Assembly desired to reinsert
the claugse which the Council had struck
out.

Hon. J. E. DODD: This meant the
reirstatement of the Clause which the
Council had struck out, and he moved—

That the Assembly’s amendment on
the Counril's amendment be uagreed in.
Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM : The

Council should not agree to reinsert the
clause which had been struck out. Tt
was the most mischievous clause that
one could imagine, and if it remained in
the Bill any industry could be hampered.
Under that clause it could be said that so
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many feet of timber could be cut per day
or that it should be cut a certain size.

Hon. F. Davis : Not at all likely.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENCOM : But
that might be done. It might be pointed
out that all legislation was made for
mischievous people; it was not made
for good people.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The argwnents
had been reiterated te such an extent
that it was hardly necessary to mention
them again. Sir Edward Wittenoom put
his arguments in such & concise manner
and in such a way that although he
might be against the Government,
members knew that he was doing his
very best. It ought to be pointed
out again that if the clause which the
Council had struck out had been in the
original Act, regalations might have
been made which would have put an
end to the trouble at Fremantle. 1t was
impossible to foresee everything that was
likely to take place in an industrial
community during the currency of an
award. There might be a hundred and
one things arise which would be likely
to cause trouble and which might be
averted by a clause such as the one which
the Council had steuck out and which
the Assembly wished to retain.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : What the Assembly
peoposed to add had nothing to do with
the subject matter of the clause sent
forward, which was to make every
individual member of the union re-
sponsible for the evasion of the law,
but was inserted with the object of
providing that rules could be prescribed
for regulating an industry and laying
down conditions uader which & wman
should carry on hLis business. It was
far enough to go to have a minimum
wage fixed and the ordinary conditions
and hours of labour. To go to the
extent the Assembly proposed would
be to pass & provision just as mischievous
a3 the grading clause.

Question put and a division¥ taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .- .- .. &
Noes .. S (1]

Majority against .. B

[COUNCIL.]

AYES,

Hon. T. F. O. Brimage Hon. J. AL Drew
Hoo. F. Davig Hou. J. W, Kirwan
Hon. J. E, Dodd (Triler).

NoEgs.

Hon, M, L. Moss
Hon. . A. Piesse
Hon, T, H, Wilding
Hou. Sir E. H. Witteroon
' Hon. C, Sommers
{Teller).

Question thus negatived ; the As
sembly’s further amendment not agreed.
t0

1Ton, J. F. Cuileu
Hoe. D. G. Gawler
Hon. R, Lauric
Hoa, W. Marwick
Hou. E, McLarty

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

Reasons for ingisting on one smend-
ment, and for not agiecing to the As-
sembly’s further amendment adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to-
the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENXT.
Aszsembly’s Message.

The Assembly having declined to
make two amendments requested by
the Council, the reasons for the saine wers
now congidered.

In Committec.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair;
the Colonial Secretary in charge of the
Bill.

No. 3—Clause 3, line 7, strike out the
words '‘ an amount exceeding a sum to
be limited by such proclamation ” and
insert the words ““a like amount ™ :

The CHATRMAN: This being a
money Bill the Committee could resolve
that the request be pressed ; or that
the request be not pressed, or could
adopt some modification of the request.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
request had arisen out of the redrafting
by the Committee of the latter part of
the clause, the Committee having made
it £2,000. He moved—

That the request be not pressed.

Hon. €. A. PIESSE: The intentit_m
had been to make it a like amount as
provided in the earlier part of the same
clause. ¥e was quite prepared to give
the same privileges to any industey
declared to be a rural industry.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN : If the request
were not pressed the position would be
that the Government could proclaim any
amount of loan for a rural industry.
The Committee should not have sent an
unintelligibly worded amendment down
to the Assembly, as apparently they had
done. Usually the Clerk assisted an
hon. member in making an amendment
clear, and it was a pity that such help
had not been given in this case. The
amendment would have to be made
intelligible.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Tt had been
his belief that the amendment was
carrying out his intention to make the
amounts similar.

The CHATRMAN : The amendment
had been very carefully discussed, and
the Committee had had ample oppor-
tunity of ascertaining its effect before
it became an amendment. As Chairman
of Committees he thought it wag
scarcely part of his duties to help make
amendments, although he had to confess
that perhaps he had got into the bad
habit of doing so.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: If the amend-
ment were not pressed the Government
would be able to lend any amount they
liked.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins:
they to get the money ?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Even though
they might have difficuldy in secwing
large sums for the purpose, still the
fact remained that they would have the
power to loan an anlimited amount.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN moved an
amendment—

That the request be pressed subject
to the following modification, namely,
that the words at the end of Subsection 1
of proposed new section, o sum to be
limited by such proclamation ' be struck
out, and the following wordy inserted in
liew ;—" a like sum of two thousand
pounds.”

Amendment {Hon. J. F. Cullen’s) put,
and & division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes .. .- .. 8

Noes . . .. 10

Majority against oo 2

Whers are
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AYES,
Hou, J, F, Gullen H
Hou. V, Hamarsley
Hou, W, Marwick
Hon. E. McLarty
Hon, ., A, Picsse

H. Wilding

Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hou, C. Sommery
{Tellzr).

NoEs.

Hou, A, G. Jenking

Hon, J, W. Hirwan

Hon, B, Laurie

Hon, R. D. McKeuzie
{Teller.)

Hon, F, T. 0. Briinpge
Hou, E, M, Clarke,
Hon, F. Davis

Hou. J, X, Dodd

Hon. J, M. Drew

Hon. 1. G. Gawler

Amendment, thus negatived.

Question put and passed ; the Coun-
¢il's amendment not pressed.

No. 4—New clause, inzert the [ollowing
to stand as Clause 7:—* No member
of the Legislative Gouncil or Legislative
Assembly shall interview or communicate
with the trustees in the interest of any
person other than himself upon any
business under this Act, and any such
member committing a breach of this
section shall be guilty of an offence,
and shall be kiable, on summary con-
viction, to a penslty not exceeding
fiftty pounds:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved—

That the request be no! pressed.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes - ‘. 7
Noes e 11
Majority against 4
AYESB.
Hoo. T, F. 0. Brinuge Hon A. Q. Jenkins
Hon. J. E, Dodd Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. J. M, Drew How. F. Davis
Hon. D. G, Gawler (Teller)
Noks.

Hon. E, M. Cla-ke
Houw. J. F. Cullen
Hon. V. Hawmersley
Hon. R, Laurie

Hwm. M L. Moss
Hon. C. A. Pigsse
Hon. C. Somwera
Hon, T. H, Wildiag
Hon. W, dMorwick Hou. E, MeLorty
Houn. R. D. McEenzie (reller)

Question thus negatived ; the Coun-
cil’'s amendment pressed,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
did not matter very much now what
happened to the Bill. The opponents
of the Bill had achieved their object
and he felt sure the Legislative Assembly
would not permit this foul reflection on
itsa members.
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Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly

returned to the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—APPROFPRIATION.
All Stages.

Received from the Legislative Council
and read & first time.
3

Second Reading.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—
v« That the Bill be read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elcelera.

Mr. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Schedule A—agreed to.

Schedule B.:

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE : With regard
to the amount wnich had been set
down for the Observatory there was
an increase over the total of the previous
year. The Observatory vote in previous
years had been criticised by an hon.
member who- was now & supporter of
the present Government. Would the
Colonial Seccetary explain whether the
increased amount had been justified ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
increase was due to the action of the
Government, of which Mr. McKenzie
was a member, in ordering some instru-
ments. The present Government wers
forced into the position.

Hon. R. D. McKENZTE : The Govern-
ment could not have been forced into
the position. It was competent for
the Government to reduce the Observa-
tory staff.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: It was his
desire to make & personal explanation
under the vote “ Joint Houses of Par-
liament.” Under this heading and to
his disgust, he found his name appearing
in the Auditor General’'s report as
having drawn 2s. for stamps. He wished
to say that on principle he had .lways
refused to take stamps—

[COUNCIL.]

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
would agree that it would be better to
make the personal explanation in the
Council and not in Committee.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : It was merely
his desire to inform the Committee
that he had always been opposed to
the franking of letters and he therefore
ohjected to be charged.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedules €, D—Preamble,
agreed to.

Bilt reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third tinie and passed.

Title-—

BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Meassage.

The Assembly not having agreed to
the Council’s amendment, the reasons
for the same were now considerad.

In Commillec.

in the Chair,
in charge of

Hon. W. Kingsmill
the Colonial Secretary
the Bill.

No. l—insert new clause to stand as
Clanse 10, ‘“This Act shall continue
in force until the 31st day of December,
1912, and no longer:”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved—
That the omendment be not insisied
on.

If the amendment were insisted on it
would mean the death of tho Bill and
a further interference by the Council
in the policy of the Government. The
Government had indented a loarge
quantity of pipes for agricultural ex-
tensions at the urgent request of settlers,
and it would be impossible to lay down
these extensions for any term less than
the life of the pipes, estimated at 15
years. Was it likely that the Govern-
ment would lay down these pipes with
only the security of the passage of the
Bill for 12 months ? Certainly they
would discontinue making the con-
nections, and the Council would have
to take the responsibility. There was
a large amount of money already in-



[22 DegemMarr, 1911.]

volved, and unless the Bill passed the
Government would have no secarity.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The Minister
must have fatled to convev the sense
of the House to the Minister for Works.
Rather than pull ths Bill to pieces the
Council left the responsibility for it
with the Governmeni, but insisted that
the Gowvernment should carry out the
promise to bring down a more maturely
considered measure within  the next
12 months, The Minister had announced
that the Government conteinplated after
12 months imposing the rates as set out
in the Bill on all country lands through
which the original pipz line, and all
other service mains, had already becn
laid, although in many cases the pipes
had been laid at the request of the

tovernment and on the distinct under-

standing that no lisbility was involved
on the land ownsrs through whcse
property the pipes passed. Tf the
safeguard propnsed by the Council was
not insisted on then it would be necessary
to have some other clanse, which could
not be put in at this stage. to provide
that the Covernment should nct carry
ont the intention they intimated of
applying the powers of the Bill so
widely. Members of the Council would
be recreant to their trust if they did not
insist on maintaining the safeguard
in the Bill, or on having some other
pafeguard put in.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The Colonial
Secretary hac the opportunity of putting
the matter right by agreeing to some
provision whereby settlers now served
by the mains would be exempt. There
was no objection to the rates being
imposed in districts where the new pipe
lines ran, and where they were put down
at the request of & majority of settlers,
but there was decided objoction &c
making the Act retrospective and to
apply to the existing main pipe lines.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS : Members ougit
to support the Government. It would
be impossible to lay down pipes for
12 months. The Bill must go altogether
or the Government must have the power
to impose these rates.

Hon. C. Sommers:
the settlers for 14 years.

And penalise
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Hon. A. G, JENKINS: The settlers
were geotting value for the rate. The
same principle applied in the metro-
politan area. Every time there was
the slightest imposition of a tax gentle-
men representing the agricultural in-
dustry were up in arms.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The man who
had provided his own water supply
at considerable cost would also be called
upon to pay this exorbitant charge.
There was no comparison between the
agriculturist and the man in & munici
pality. The latter was not colled upon
to put down dams and sink wells as
well as pay the rate, as would be the
case with the agricultural settler.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
matter had already been fully discussed
and the people most affected had signi-
fied their consent. There was absolutely
no protest against the provisions of
the Bill irom those people before whom
the proposals had been laid. One would
have expected the support of members
representing agriculbural districts, but
they gave no sympathy at all.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE : No one objected
to people who would get advantage from
the Bill accepting the conditions leid
down, but it was intended in 12 months’
time to apply the rate to the land
adjoining existing pipe lines. Was that
intended ?

The Colonial Secrotary : Yes,

Hon. ¢. A. PIESSE: Then it should
mean the death of the Bill,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : It could
hardly be realised the Minister had not
been misunderstood on this matter.
These pipe lines had been laid down for
uss of the railway service, and why
should the people through whose pro-
perty they ran be singled out to pay
this exorbitant tax, seeing they were
not ‘using the pipe lines in any way ?
The object of the Council’s amendment
was to have the Bill come up for recon-
sideration at the end of 12 months,
by which time many of the people
whom the Covernment claimed had
agreed to these charges would realise
what they had agreed to. The proposal
of the Government spelt absolute rmin
to many properties through which the
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pipe lines passed. Either there wos a
misunderstanding or great injustice was
to be perpetrated.

Hon. F. DAVIS : Nearly all legislation
pressed hardly on some section of the
community nob previously affected. The
owners of condensers were not com-
pensated when the Govermment con-
veyed the Mundaring water to the
goldfields, and on the same basis why
gshould the people who had obtained
their own water supplies in the agricul-
tural districts complain of the present
Bill, because they could make use of
the pipes running through their land
in the case of a severe drought ?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE : The objection
was that the tax was to be imposed
on & mumber of people who had no
opportunity of voting in connection
with it. Provision should now be made
that thesse people would not be taxed
until they had the same opportunity of
voting upon the point as the other
people hed.

Hon. W. MARWICK: Why should
people within a mile and a quarter of &
pipe line pay the rate and people two
miles away not participate ! The water
supply was a national scheme and those
who asked for the supply should pay
for it. We should not allow the settlers
to be sacrificed. They were strugghng
now and could not afford to pay for the
watber,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : After
the expiration of 12 months the old
settlers might come under the Bill;
and why not ? At present they were
only paying for the water they used,
whereas in every town where there was
a water supply those who did not use
the water must pay the rate equally
with those who did use it. The Govern-
ment had gone to heavy expenditure
and pow members were seeking to
block the Bill in order to prevent the
provisions of the Act being extended
to the old settlers. The Government
would not undertake the work of laying
the pipes if they had to depend on the
whim of the Legislative Council 12
months hence. Judging by some amend-
ments passed during to-day he would not

[COUNCIL.]

be prepared to run any risk of depending
on the whim of the Council next vesr.

Hon. T. H. WILDING: Members
would be quite prepsred to accept a
reasonable measnre because the people
in the agricultural districts required the
water, but it was perfectly ridiculous
to compare the rate of 4d. an acre on
land in many cases worth not more than
1s. an acre with the rate in & municipality.
The olonial Secretary was unfair in
hiz remarks. When the main was taken
through the agricultural districts the
settlers were not penalised and there was
no guarantiee that the water scheme was
to pay the State.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
Minister for Works stated that it was
not proposed that the rato to be imposed
on the land adjoining the old rmains
should be 4d. an acre—possibly it would
be as low as 2d.—hecause there was
no capital expenditure involved for
whicl: the department would have to
be recouped.

Hon. J. F, CULLEN : Why not have
the Bill purely for ncw settlers and
bring in another Bill when the Govern-
ment decided to include the settlers
adjacent to the old pipe lines ?

Hon. R. LAURIE : The explanation
from the leader of the House that it
was not intended to have the same rate
for the land adjoining the old pipes as
that for the land through which the
new pipes ran should be sufficient.

Question put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes . . .. 1l
Noes 9
Majority for 2
AYES.
Hou. T, F. O, Brimage Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. P, Davis Hon.R Laurie
Haoun, J. E. Dedd Hou. R. D. McEanzie
Hau. J. M. Drew Hon. E, Mclarty
Houa. D. U. Gawler (Telier).

Nogs.

Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. I, F. Cullen
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, M. L. Moss
Hon. C. A, Piesss

Hon. €. Sommers
" Hon. 'T. H. Wilding
Hon, Sit E, H. Wittenoom
. Hon, W, Marwick
{Teller).
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Question thus passed ; the Council’s
-amendment not insisted on.

Regolution reported, the report
.adopted, and & message accordingly

retarned to the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT.
Aggembli's Meassage.

Message received from the Assembly
intimating that the Bill had been
amended in accordance with a recom-
mendation from His Excellency the
Governor, and desiring the concirrence
of the Council in such amendment, now
considered.

In Commiliee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill ia the Chair;
Hon. M. L. Moss in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1, omit ‘the first day of
January, 1911,” and insert *‘a dsie to
be fixed by proclamation :”

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Originally the
elause had provided that the Act should
come into operation on the 1st January,
but it had since been learnt that the
character of the Bill rendered it im-

_ perstive that it should be assented to,
not by the Governor, but by the Sove-
reign ; hence the amendment that it
should be brought into operation by
proclamation. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Assembly’s nmend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutionreported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly.

12 o'clock, midnight.

BILL—TOTALISATOR REGULA-
TION.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to further
regulate the use of the totalisator in
Western Australia. Tho msin reason
for its introduction is that the Western
Australian Trotting Association, who
conduct meetings on courses registered
by the Western Aunstralian Turf Club,

[51)
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are not permitted to use the machine.
The Trotting Association applied to the
Turfi Club for permission to use the
totalisator, but the application could
not be granted because the Act did not
enable the Turf Club to do so. The
Western Australian Turf Club has no
objection to this legislation. and welcomes
it in so far as it extends the use of the
totalisator to the Trotting Association.
The latter body is not in existence for
the purposes of monetary gain to its
promoters, but for the furtherance of
sport and tomencourage a good standard
of horse flesh, As a result of its efforts
several sires valued at from £100 to
£750 have been brought into Western.
Australia as well as several high priced
mares. I[ts meetings are condacted in a
way which remove it from the sphére
of criticism, but wunder the existing
law the Association could not continue
to exist. We are also proposing in this
Bill to make use of the totalisator as
s means of obtaining revenus. The
State last vear obtained £7,153 from
the totalisator, and the Commissioner
of Taxation reported that i the machine
ware extended to the different racing
clubs, the revenue from that source would
be at least trebled and instead of being
£7,000 would be nearer £21,000. The
principal object of this Bill, as I said
before, is to extend the use of the total-
isator to the Western Australian Trotting
Asgociation, but the Government also
want power to receive and deal with other
applications on their merits. Every
care will be taken to sce that the system
is not abused. The Western Australian
Turf Club have statutory powers to
use the totalisator and it is not intended
to interfere with thoze powers in any
way ; the only thing which this Bill
will require them to do is to pay a license
fee the same as any other club. Without
further remark, I beg to move—

v That the Bill be now vread a second
- time. oo SR
Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (Southy: I
would like to refer to a certain amend.
ment that many members in this House -
and many of the outside public would
like to see effected in this measure, and

[ Y
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I believe by referring to it at this atage
I may shorten the subsequent proceed-
ings. I have received & good many
comununications from racing clubs on
the goldfields and alse from the Trotting
Association and other clubs, and those
who have studied the Bill will agree,
and perhaps the Government may tske
the same view, that it goes somewhat
further than the Government intended.
T think that it is the aim of this Govern.
ment, and 1 am sure that it is the aim
of the party which thiz Government
represent, not to do anything that can
in any way interfere with bona fide
clubs or create improper competition
when clubs are run on proper lines. I
am quite sure that the Government do
not desire that proprietary clubs of an
undesirable nature should be assistad
in any way by the use of the totalisator.
I have an asmendment on the Notice
Paper, but the Parliamentary Draftaman
has pointed out that it is not quite
consistent with another clause in the
Bill and I shall propose the amendment
not in the form in which it is on the
Notice Paper, but in the form of a now
clause. I think that amendment will
then meet the wishes of those who object
to this Bill. The new clause reads—
“No license shall be granted to any
club under this Aet unless the Colonial
Treasurer is satisfied that no profits
or gains of any such club are divisible
amongst the individual members thece-
of.” No club that is now authorised
to utilise the totalisator will be prevented
from using it in future. Al clubs
registered by the Turf Club, including
three proprietary clubs, will still have
the right to use the totalisator. The
clause would also enable the Colonial
Treasurer to give & license for the use
of the totalisator to the Trotting Assoe-
iation. I do not think that anyone
objects to the Trotting Association
receiving the license. I understand that
it is & properly conducted institution
and it is not the desire of the Turf Club
or anybody engaged in legitimate racing
to interfere with that body or deny
them the right to use the machine.
The racing ciubs that use the totalisator
at the present time spend all their

{COUNCILL.]

profits on the public either in improving
the grounds, or in increasing the prizes
for racing and thus improving the bieed
of horses. The racecourses on the gold-
fields are used by the public for picnics
and as parks, and every encouragement
cught to be given to clubs that conduct
their business on those lines and are
managed by committees who take their
work very seriously and are invariably
composed of very estimable members
of the community. If the Colonial
Treasurer could see his way to accept this
amendment it would probably shorten
the discussion on this Bill.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM {North) :
This should be a Bill to extend the use
of the totalisator to the Trotting Assoc-
imtion ; that is really what it is intended
to be. To permit its use by eny one
would be a great mistake. I intend to
take exception to the definition of the
word “* totalisator,” and in Committee
I am certain that there will be an amend-
ment moved to make it plain that the
totalisator shall not be extended to any
number of persens who make bets on
the like principle.

Hon. R. LAURIE (West): Having
somoe knowledge of the working of the
totalisator under the Western Australian
Turf Club, I think the amendment
which has been suggested will, so far as
that club is concerned, meet their wishes.
The Club has had control of the total-
isator ever since it has been organised in
the State, but the Premier now sees fit
to take over the control. That, in his
opiniorl, may be a proper thing to do,
but it will be seen later on whether
that is s0 or not. At the present time
the Turf Club is the ruling body and I
think the amendment which has been
referred to by Mr. Kirwan will meet
the case, that is to say it will restrict
the use of the machine in the future to
those clubs that are not using it for
gain. I do regret that the Premier
has seen fit to take over this matter ;
I trust he will step there and not attempt
to take over the control of racing.

Question put ancd passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, etcetera.
Hon. W Kingsmill in the Chair ; the
Colonial SBecretary in charge of the Bill.
Clanse l—agreed to.
Clause 2—Definitions :
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY moved an
amendment—
That in the definition of * totalisator ”
all the words after totalisator in line 2
be struck out.
The definition as it appeared in the
Bill was altogether too wide. The
amendment would make the definition
read '* Totalisator means the instrument
machine, or contrivance known as the
‘ totalisator.” ” The words to which he
objected were *‘ and any other instrument,
machine, or contrivance of a like nature,
or any scheme for enabling any number
of persons to make bets with one another
on the like principle.”  The policy which
had been in force in the State for a
number of years should not be departed
from. If the definition were passed as it
appeared in the Bill it would enable even
Tattersalls to start in the State. TPerhaps
that was the intention of the Government.

Amendment put and pessed, the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 14—agreed to.

New Clause :

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN moved—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 15 :—** No license shall be
granted lo any Club under this Act
unless the Colonial Treasurer i3 satisfied
that no profits or gains of any such
club are divisible amongst the individual
smembers thereof or any of them.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
would be no opposition to the new clause.

New clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

Read & third time and returned to
the Legisiative Assembly with amend-
ments.

BILL—UPPER DARLING RANGE
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reoding.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second

"Canning Frnit Growers waited on
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reading seid : This Bill authorises the
construction of a line to connect with
the present Canning Mills Railway which
runs from Pickering Brook to the Canning
Mills and was purchased last finanecisl
year from the timber company for the
sam of £4,500. The terminal point
of the railway to-day is within the
catchment area of the Victoria reservoir
which is part of the source of the water
supply of the metropolitan area. This
terminal point is surrounded by private
property and it is desirable that the
terminus of the line should be on Crown
lands and even more desirable to remove
the terminus from the present catchment
ares & distance of 1 mile 26 chains further
on in order to overcome the difficulties
which are said to be facing the water
supply people in connection with the
pollution of this particular area. The
line was promised definitely by the
previous Administration on the 19th
May. A deputation representing the
the
and
the

then Acting Premier, Mr. Gregory,
Mr. Gregory stated in reply to
request of the deputation that the
building of the line meant only the
construction of a few miles, and he
thought that could be conveniently
done after Parliament met. He could
agsure the deputation that the whole
work would be completed before the
end of November. If he was satisfied
that the work could not be carried
out by the end of November, he would
ask the Cabinet to consider the matter
and go on with it without waiting for
the sanction of Parliament. In answer
to & guestion as to the possibility of a

- change of Government, Mr. Gregory said

that no Government coming into power
would be likely to repudiate the promises
that had been made. Then on the
4th Aupgust the Acting Premier wrote:
* Please instruct that survey of this
promised work is completed early so
that the promise made that this ex.
tension should be complsted this year
shall be kept.” The instructions were
given but they were not altogether
expedited, with the result that the
survey was not completed and it was
impossible to carry out the promise to



1520

have it fnished by the end of November.
As a matter of iact when these instruc-
tions were given in August it would have
been impossible to do the work because
the rails were not available. The position
is that it was impoasible for the Minister
to carry out his promise, and the present
Government have decided to honour it,
and are now asking Parliament to give
them authority to construct this railway.
The intention of the previous Government
wag to construct the railway without
getting the sanction of Parliament, but
we are asking for that sanction. The
cost of construction will be £3,000,
and rails and fastenings £900, meking a
total estimated cost of £3,900 ; whilst the
length of the line will be 1 mile 26 chains.
I move—

T'hat the Bill be now read a second

lime.

Hon. F. DAVIS (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban): It is not often I speak on a
railtvay Bill, but in this pearticular

instance I happen to know the locality
well and emn therefore able to speak on it.
I happened during the course of my
journalistic work to go over the route
of this particular line and met many
settlers, fruit-growers in the district,
and conversed with them as to the
difficulties under which they laboured
in connection with carting their fruit
to market. The present terminus of
the line is in a deep hollow, so much so
that it is difficult for the average train
to draw the trucks from there if they
aro over & certain number, and t{he
line i3 not too well hallasted at the
present time. The difficulty is that
there are practically no roads there, as
we understand them in the general
sense of the term, available for the
settlers to cart their fruit to the market,
and they held that if the line be ex-
tended 1} miles further it will take
them: over the deep hollow into fairly
good country and enable them to easily
cart their fruit to the proposed terminns,
and by that means obviate a geod
deal of the damage that is occasioned
to the fruit in transit, which will be of
great benefit to them. The only diffi-
culty 1 see is the fact that the hotel is
located at the present terminus, bus

[COUNCIL.]

if .this Bill is authorised that difficulty-
can he overcome. The railway ex-
tension will be a great boon to the
settlers.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tirne.

In Commitlee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Gommittee without
debate, reported without amendment’
and the report adopted. )

Read a third time, and pasgsed.

BILL—HOTHAM-CROSSMAN RAITL.-
WAY.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) inh moving the second
reading said : This Bil! is to sanction
the extension of a railway under con-
struction, running out from Pinjarra
to Hotham, and on to a point known
as Boddington Pool. The railway to-day
is within the vicinity of Boddington
Pool, and has been extended a short
distance beyond the point authdrised
by Parliarment. Representations have
been made that the line should not be
stopped at this point, but that it should
be extended on to serve the long settled
agricultural area known as Wandering.
The Advisory Board recommend that
this line should be extended and event.
ually run into Narrogin, while a number
of people contend that the railway should
be oxtended not to Narrogin but to
Williams, whilst still others are earnest
in their advocacy of extending it along
the valley of the Hotham to Popanyinn-
ing or Pingelly. There appears to be.a
wide difference of opinion as to where this
lino should ultimately junction with
the existing railway system. There has
been little time to go into the relative
merits of tho different routes advocated,
but the Government recognise that the
Wandering people are entitled to railway
communication, and that they should
have had it long ago ; and they have
decided to extend this railway tosa
point which would be common to  all
the routes advocated, Hence the pro-
position now before the Chamber. The
estimated cost of the conatruction is
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£13,600, and of rails and fastenings,
£6,500 ; the total heing £20,000, or a
cost of £2,000 per mile. The land under
cultivation to be served by the railway
is 3,000 acres, while the average rainfall
in 26 inches; the land available for
selection within 15 miles of the line is
87,000 acres, while the land alienated
within the 15-mile radius is 266,000
acres. Of large holdings within this
radius there are 37, averaging 1,000
acres, while the total area of large
holdings is 285,346 acres. That is a
very large area, which is explained
by the fact that the line comes within
156 miles of the Qccidental Syndicate’s
leases which were purchased by Messrs.
Wilkie Bros. It is these areas mainly
that constitute the 285,346 acres, The
pastoral lands served by the line represent
68,000 acres, and pastoral leases held
run into snother 20,000 acres, while
the area reserved is 6,200 acres. As
for the quality of the land within the
influence of the railway, 121,000 acres
is first-class, 115,200 acres is second-class,
and 120,000 acres is third-class. It has
been rather difficalt to estimate the
yield for this year, but the Wandering
district is ome of the oldest settled
districts in Western Australia, and,
consequently, is regarded as one of the
choicest from a producing point of view.
As to the necessity for giving railway
communication to Wandering there can
be no two opinions ; and the Government,
without wishing to stir up any difference
of opinion, have decided to take the
railway s near as possible to the Wande:-
ing ares, and leave all differences as to
alternate routes {ill later on. T move—

That the Bill be now read @ second

time.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): 1
have pleasnre in supporting the Bill
The people of Wandering have been
entirely shut off from railway communica-
tion, for which they have waited many
long years. Tt is a pity the Government
are not going to take the railway right
into Wandering. I trust that before
long the line will be taken right into
that centre. In the meantime the resi-
dents of Wandering, who have been
weiting so long for a railway, are carting

their produce right into town. However,
in future they will be within eight miles.
of the railway, which will make & material
difference to them. The land in that
district is some of the best in the State,
and has for years been producing excellent
craps. There is a huge avea there to
be served, and I have pleasure in com-
mending this railway to hon. members.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West): I
also support the secbnd reading. 1 com-
mend the Government for their action
in sending the railway on. No matter
what route may be decided upon this
extension will serve a large number of
very old scttlers who have never had
reilway communication. It is not long
since this railway started i{roin Pinjarra.
At that time some hon. members were
decidedly pessimistic in their views as
to the justification for the line. 1,
myself, was accused of having a personal
interest in it. I am sorry to say, how-
ever, that in each of the two summers
we have had the railway it has served
to burn me out. Nevertheless, the railway
has been entirely successful ; it is busy
night and day, and it must be a highly
profitable proposition. The second por-
tion of the railway is under construction,
and 1 am sure it will be equally success-
ful with the first portion. 1 am glad
to see that the Government have now
decided to carry it on to the agricultural
land, where it will serve a large number
of settlers. I was with a deputation
which waited upon the late Premier,
when a number of settlers put forward
a strong case for taking the line on o
Wandering, where indeed I hope to see
it go eventually.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Conunitiee, eleetera.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment ;
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—YILLIAMINING-ILONDININ
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the, pecond
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reading said: This proposition is to
extend the line junctioning with the
proposed railway from Wickepin to
Merredin at Yillimining and extending
in & north-easterly direction to a point
known as Kondinin Well. The length
of the line is 71 miles, the estimated cost
of construction is £85,200, the estimate
of cost of rails and fastenings. £46,150,
and the total cost of the line £131,350,
working cut at an average of £1,850 per
mile. The resident occupiers within
15 miles of the railway number 437.
The land under cultivation this year is
51,000 acres, the average rainfall is
just on 16 inches, and the average yield
all round last season was 11 bushels per
acre. The land available for selection
within the 15 miles radius is 703,000
acres, the land alienated is 772,000 acres.
the large holdings number 32 and the
total acreage of these large holdings
is 58,800 acres. The pastoral land
within 15 miles nf this line totals 680,000
acres. This railway has been reported
on by the Advisory Board on three
different occasions. The first report
was submitted on the 29th July, 1910,
On that occasion the board recommenderl
that the line should be taken from
Wickepin to Kurrenkutten vie KRulin,
and they estimatad that it would be
80 miles in length, and would serve
a belt of country which was very fertile
and of good wheat-growing character.
They finished up that report by putting
in a further recommendation. I may
say that in that report they were dealing
with numerous other railway proposals
to open up the country between the
Great Soathern and the TEastern Gold-

fields systems. The recommendtaion
with which they concluded was as
follows :—

Of these lines—referring to all the
lines they were reviewing—we consider
that next to the through line from
Wickepin to Merredin the Eastern or
Kulin loop should have preference in
order of construction, 8s the land is of
high quality, is relatively far from an
existing service, and promises very
substantial returns to the general
railway system. b

[COUNCIL.]

I have given sufficient information to
justify the line. T have much more
here, but unless it is required by hon.
members it' will not be necessarv for me
to give it at this late hour. T beg to
move—
That the Bill be now read a seccond
time.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): [
have much pleasure in supporting the
mobion. It may be impossible to proceed
with all these works at onee, but at the
same time this line has been thres
times reported on by the Advisory
Board, and if proof were required of
the need of the line it is provided in
the statisties submitted by the Colonial
Secretery. It is quite impossible for
anyone to realise the extent of this
belt of excellent land without going
through it. If any line is justified it
is this one; there is no experimental
business about this, and I have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East) :
We are passing these lines although we
are told we can only build them at the
rate of 200 miles a year. Where then,
i3 the necessity for passing these lines
when we -have 600 miles of line already
authorised ? It savours to me of
fooling the people, who think they are
gaing to get the line at once. Can the
Colonial Secretary tell us in what order
these lines will be taken ?

The Coloniat Secretary : No, I cannot.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time..

In Comsitlee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment ;
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

1 o’clock a.m.

BILL-—MARRINUP BRANCH RAIL-
WAY,

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second
reading said: This short branch line,
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some five miles in length, has already
been constructed to connect up the
Government saw-mill at Dwellingup. As
hon. members are aware, & new mill is now
in course of erection there and will
be working earlv in the new year. Itisto
this that the line has been constructed.
It was approved by the late Glovernment
and will be open for traffic in the early
part of Januarcy, but before it is possible
to open the line the pussage of this Bill
is necessary. The measure is & purely
formal one. It is necessary. however,
in order to work this line, which will
connect up the railway system with the
saw-mill. I move—

That the Bill be now read ¢ second

time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltlee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment ;
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and possed.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCILTATION
AND ARBITRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Conference with Agsembly.

Message received from the Legislative
Assembly desiring that o free conference
be granted respecting the Conciliation
and Arbitration Act Amendment Bill,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved—

That Messrs. Moss, Dodd, and Gawler
be appointed managers to confer with
the managers from the Legisiative As-
sembly in commection with the Con.
ciliation and Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : With the permission
of the House he would prefer to remain
off the conference. Sir Edward Witte-
noom might agree to act in his place.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENQOM : Mr.
Moss should be one of the managers ; he
(Sir E. H. Wittencom) would be pleased
to act as well.

“Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Both Mr.
Moss and Sir Edward Wittenoom should
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be managers and with the permission
of the House he would retire in favour
of Sir Edward Wittenoom.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the House would permit him, he would
alter his motion to read :—

That Sir Edward Wattenoom, and
Messrs. Dodd and Moss be uppointed
moanayers lo confer with the munagers
of the Legislative Assembly in con.
nection with the Concilintion and Arbi-
tration. Act Amendment Bil, and that
the conference tuke pluce forthwith in
the Presidenl’'s room.

Question put and passed.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANIK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’'s Message.

A message was received {rom the
Assembly intimuating that there was
difficolty in the way of consideration
by the Assembly of a message i which
a request was pressed by the Council ;
the Assembly therefore requested that
the Council should further consider the
message transmitted by them with re-
gard to this Bill Message now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair;
the Colonial Secretary in charge of the
Bill.

No. 3. Amendment. Clause 3. Line
7, Page 2. B8trike out the words “an
amount exceeding & sum to be limited
by such proclamation ” and insert the
words ‘‘ a like amount.”

No. 4. TInsert the following new
clause to stand as OClause 7. " No
member of the Legislative Council or
Legislative Assembly shall interview
or communicate with the trustees in
the interest of sny person other than
himself upon any business under this
Act, and any such member committing
& breach of this section shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a penalty not
exceeding £50.”

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1t
had been ruled by the present Speaker.
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-of the Legislative Assembly, and he
followed the procedent of previous
Speakers, that while it might be right
and proper for the Legislative Couneil to
press a request in connection with a
money Bill, the Legislative Assemhly
could not permié it, because it would be
in the nature of a demand, and would
interfere with the rights and privileges
of that Chamber. Realising that unless
finality was satisfactorily reached that
the Bill would be lost, and that there
would be no further means for increasing
the capital of the Agricultural Bank, and
that that would probalbly have very
serious consequences, he hoped in the
circumstances the Legislative Council
would not press their amendments, He
moved—
That the
pressed.
Hon. M. L. 3088 : While admitting,
perhaps, the Conncil should not further
press the amendments, he did not at all
agree with the ohbservations frem the
Celonial Secretary. The Assembly were
perfectly justified in standing up for all
rights they possessed, but the Council
had special statutory authority under
the Constitution Act, which the House
did not propose on any occasion to give
away in the slightest, dealing with the
right to amend money Bills, Our Stand-
ing Orders followed the Standing Orders
of the Federal Senate, which possessed
the same powers as the Council in vegard
to money Bills. But recognising the
late hour, and the desire to meat in the
confercnee asked for by another place,
it was expedient that we should not
press the amendment ; but only for
that reason and not for the reasons
advanced by the Colonial Secretary.

Hon. Sir Io. IT. WITTEXNOQOM : There
was no veflection intended to be cast
upon the Minister. Any remarks made
were simply intended to apply to members
who might, tty to exercise influence in
getting special terms from the Agricaléural
BRank for some of their friends, but in
the ecircumstances he would take the
same view as Mr. Moss.

Question passed ; the Council's re.
quests not further pressed.

requests be  mof  further

[COUNCIL.)

Resolation  reported, the report
adopted, and a Message accordingly
returned to the Leaislative Assembly.

Sitting suapended from 1-3ft6 230 a.m.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION
AND ARBITRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Feport of Manugers.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister): With the other mansgers he had
met the managers of the Assembly in
conference. | Unfortunately, they bad
been unable to corme to an agreement.
They had discussed Clause 12 at con-
siderable length. That was in reference
to the classitying or grading of employees
in any industry to which an award
should apply. After some deliberation
he had made a suggestion that the
words “ or grading of ”* should be struck
out. That, e thought, had commended
iteelf to Mr. Moss, but Sir . H. Witte-
noom could not see his way clear to
accepting it. In reference to the other
point of difference, namely, Clause 9, by
which the court prescribed regulations
for the peaceful carrying on of an in.
dustry, his two colleagues counld not
see their way clear to agree to anything
in the shape of a concession in regard
to that clause. He, for one, sincercly
regretted that the managers had been
unable to come to any agreement. No
one knew bhetter than he did what there
was ab stake in this matter. If by any
means it had been possible to arrive
at a compromise he would be enly too
happy to come back to the Committee
and report it. If there was any way
by which the Committee could agree to
some compromise on this matter it
would be of extreme benefit to the
country.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): Likoe the
Hon. Mr. Dodd he had becn cxtremely
anxivus to see some compromise arrived
at, but the attitude assumed by the three
meanagers from the Assembly, or a
majority of them, had seemed to him
to be entirely unreasonable. He had
been prepared to recommend the Com-
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mittee to adopt the Hon. My, Dodd’s
suggestion that the words ‘' or greding
of " be deleted from Clause 12, but only
conditionally on the managers from
the Assembly agreeing entirely to drop
the demand made in Clause 9. He had
pointed out to the Assembly managers
the objectionable features recognised by &
majority of the Council in Clause 9.
However, those managers had required
to retasin the two clauses and nothing
less, and as he understood it the whole
Bill had to go inte the waste paper
basket because they had not got thoss
two clamses. That was very much to
be deplored, because there were many
principles in the Bill which the Labour
party required ; yet because the Asgembly
managers had been unable to secure the
two provisions contained in Clauses ¢ and
12 it was proposed to drop the Bill,
and for this the Government must take
the responsibility. He had suggested to
the Assembly managers that they should
take the Bill minus Clauses & and 12,
and subsequently if they found they
really required those two provisions they
might seek them during the next session
of Parlisment. Towever, they had not
been prepared to do that, for they wanted
the whole Bill. TUnder the circumstances
it seemed a great pity that after having
achieved so many large principles apart
from those contained in these two clauses,
the Government were disposed to reject
the lot.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North) :
It had been with an open iind, and
prepared to be convinced as to the
advantage of conceding Clause 12 that
he had gone to the conference. How-
ever, he had not heard a single argument
there which convinced him of the need
for this clause. He had pointed out to
the Assernbly managers the large con.
cession made in Clause 11, and seeing
that the new standard of minimum wage
had been conceded, he did not think
they had any right to ask power for
the ecourt to grade the workers, as was
proposed in Clause 12. What would
happen under this clause on a station or
& farm ? The Assembly managers had
had before them only the application
of the clause to tailors’ shops, where
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it was easy to classily the workers ; bug
having rejected an amendment which
he proposed exempting the. agricultural
and pastoral industries it was necessary
to consider how the clause would apply
to those industries. Just fancy the
cowt going to a station and classilying
ploughmen, milkmen, and yardmen.
After such & classification it would be
impossible to pget the men to do any-
thing else, and in the interests of those
he represented he felt he could not give
way. No one was more desirous than
he to have industrial peace, and he
considered the concession made in Clause
11 & very material one, notwithstanding
which the Government said the Bill was
no good, and that therefore they were
going to drop it. It sounded like
petulant childishness ; because they could
not get all they wanted they would
have nothing. With his colleagues he
had endeasvoured to meet the Assembly
manggers in every possible way, and
he could now only say that it had been
impossible for him o go further. He
honestly and conscientiously loocked at
the matter from the point of view in
his mind. All had different ideas. The
Hon. Mr, Dodd looked at things from
the workers’ point of view, while he
looked at them from the standpoint of
the station owners and farmers. At
the same time he was quite certain
all were animated with the desire of
securing industrial peace. If he had seen

his way clear to yielding on any
point he would have done it, but
in the circumstances this would not

have been doing justice to those he
represented. He thought the Govern-
ment would be well advised to take the-
Bill as it wes. As Mr. Moss had said,
there was a chance of amending it
again next session. There were sevcral
splendid clauses in the Bill from the
point of view of the Labour party, and
it would be a great pity if it werz dropped.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew) moved—
That the report be udopted.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-Waest):-
It was sincerely to be regretted that
nothing had been arrived at between
the managers. He thought the best
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thing to be done, if it was constitutional,
was to leave the matter still open.

- Hon, M. L. Moss: There can only be
one conference on any Bill

Hon. E. M. CLARKE : Then it was
s great pity if this matter could not be
bridged over, especiaily when it was
geen that in the end calmer judgments
would prevail. He was quite su:e each
member had done his best from his own
standpoint.

Hon., J. W. KIRWAN (Sonth): It
was most deplorable that this result
had come about, and very much to be
regretted that the Committee had taken
the stand it had in the matter. Some
members who had adopted an uncom.
promising attitude on this question
hardly knew the seriousness of the
sitnation. Thers was one very important
industrial agreement which would term.
inate in September, and the consequences
might bhe extremely serious because of
the absence of a measure of this character
to deal with the situation. The re-
sponsibility would rest on the majority
of the Committee in the House. The
Government had been returned at the
recent elections by a substantial majority,
pledged to amend the arbitration law,
and it was deplorable that a majority of
the members of the Committee should
take this stand. He was extremely
sorry to realise that the majority of the
members of the Committee could not
see their way to yielding still further to
the members of another place.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The hon. member’s
speech could not be allowed to paas
without strong protest.

Hon. J. W. Ilirwan :
tu enter a strong protest.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The hon. member
had done it. Would he now keep quiet
and listen to others. ‘Che hon. member
had said that in the case of a serious
industrial upheaval the responsibility
would be on other hon. members. He
{Mr. Moss) had offered to make a com-
promise and had been prepared to concede
the right to classify the workers. For the
hon. inember to state that in the event of
an industrial upheaval the responsibility
would he on this Conunittee was to say
gomething unjusiifiable.  1f the in-

And T desire
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dustrial upheaval did come about it would
be the fault of the Assumbly, the members
of which were throwing away many
good principles which would have been
secured had they accepted the com-
promise offered. He made that siate-
ment with as much emphasis as the
Hon. Mr. Kirwan had n.ade his. Both he
aud the Hon. Mr. Dodd had been prepared
to concede the point in regard to Clause
12 although, of course, Mr. Dodd had
desired to retain Clause 9. Mr. Kirwan
might remembee that, ;‘I.f’ unfortunately.
this threatened industrisl upheaval took
place. For public men to come here
and on the floor of the House declare
that there were reason: for industrial
unrest was scarcely calcalated to keop
industrial peace.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It should be
the duty of public men in this State to
cbey the mandate of the people as given
to the Legislative Assembly.

BHon. M, L. MOS8S: There was &
reasonable attempt to do it without
giving everything away. The industries
of the State deserved a certain amount
of protection while the workmen “got
fair conditions of labour, but there was
s wide distinction, and he was not
prepared to give up the whole of the
capital of the country to the labour
unions.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: All members
would thank the menagers for so well
representing the feeling of the Council
No doubt the general elections placed
& certain party in power with oppor-
tunity to give effect to their views, but
still the Council would bring their
wisdom to bear on any legislation, and
Mr. Drew, when he came to review the
work of the session would admit that
members of the Council had met him
reasonnbly and fairly. There must be
no reckless words given out from the
House of Legislature that might stir
up strife among the public. Both Houses
had done their best for the weliare of
the community.

The DPRESIDENT: The standing
Orders practically directed that s written
report should be submitted by the
managers, hut as a verbal report had
been rmiven the Council might adopt °t.
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Hon. J. E. D:QDD: It was not the
time for wild speeches, but no one
knew more than he did what the rajection
of the Bill would mean, not from the
point of view of the employer, or from
the point of view of the worker, but
from the pomt of view of the country.
The Assembly Fad not asked-the Council
to give everything. They had accepted
the amendment with regard to the
presicdent of the court, which he had not
expected therr to do, and it was a big
point for them to accede. No one
regretted more than he did that the
Biil should be dropped, and he could
only say Wlth Mr. Kirwan that the
respous1b1hty would undoubtedly be
cast upon the Couneil.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : There
were two clauses obviously against the
interests of the public, and he could not
admit for one moment that tho re-
sponsibility was on the Council for
losing the mesasure because the Council
declined to' pass thase two clauses.

Hon. E. McLARTY: FEven at this
lzte hour some further conceszion might
be made, so that a reasonsable position
might be arrived at. Clause 9 was not
so very serious that the Council could
not give way on it.

Question passed ; the managers’ report
adopted.

BILL—TOTALISATOR REGULA-
TION.

. Message from the Assembly received
notifying that the amendments made
by the Council had been agreed to.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANIK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message from the Assembly received
notifying that certain amendments re.
quested by the Council had been made.

Consideration in Committes resumed
from the previous day.

In Commiitce, elcelera.

lion. W. Kingsmill in the Chair ;
the Colonial Secretary in charge of the
Bill
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Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment ; aad
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—COMPLIMIENT.-
ARY REMARKS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY {Hon.
J. M. Drew): We have now arrived
at the termination of our labours, and
I dssire to tender youn, Mr. President,
my sincere thanks for the kindness you
have shown me since T have occupied the
position of leader of the House, and
also to offer you my best wishes for a
happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. T desire to extend those thanks
and those good wishes to the Chairman
of Committees and to the hon. members
of this House, and to acknowledge the
kindiy econsideration they have shown
me. T would further like to express
gratitude for the help I have received
from the officials of the House generally.
T intend to move that the House shall
adjourn to 16th January. It is in-
tended "on this occasion tah follow the
procedure of last session. Parliament
will be prorogued by proclamation, and
an adjournment is asked for in order to
allow of sufficient time for the Bills
to be checked. When this is completed
a proclamation will be issued proroguing
Parkiament. Therefore we shall not meet
again during the present session ; indeed
some of us may never meet again within
thig Chamber. I now formally move—

Thot the House at its rising do
adjorrn till 4.30 pm. on the I6th

January, 1911,

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMACGE (North-east) :
I would just like to supplement the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary and
to thank you, Mr. President, for your
kindness during the many years I have
sat under your Presidency. I wish
also to thank the Chairman of Committess
and the staff of the House. 1 am one
of those who have to go up for election
next year and I may not again have
the opportunity of thanking you in this
House. I trust that you will live long
to adorn that chair and that yon will have
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long life and prosperity. May I also
wish youa 4 merry Christmas and & happy
New Year ?

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan) :
I desire to echo the sentiments of the
previous speakers and to wish vyou,
Mr. President, a prosperous New Year ;
I hope you will long occupy the position
of President. As one of the members
whose term of office expires next year by
effluxion of time, I may not have the
opportunity to meet you in this House
again. I have to thank you, the Chair-
man of Committees, and the officers of
the House for the courtesy at all times
extended to me; I also thank the
leader of the House and the Honorary
Minister. We do not always see eye
to eye in everything, but now that the
session is over we can give each other
credit for endeavouring to do what we
respectively consider is best for the
country. If I have the honour to be
elected again, I hope to ses you, Mr.
President, still occupying your present
high position.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North) :
I would like to congratulate the leader
of the Howse on the admirable’ way in
which he has conducted the business.
He has been exceedingly amiable and
conciliatory and he has not shown any
temper. As one who knows the duiies,
I may say that there is no more difficult
position in Parliament than that of
leader of this House. Wa hear a great
deal about the duties of the leader of
the Opposition in the Legislative As-
gsembly, but he has not to do half what the
leader of the Legislative Council has
to do. As T know perfectly well he
has to make himself conversant with every
Bill that is brought up, and he has to
know all the clauses in it. In years
gone by when I was doing penal servitude
in the same position, Bills of eighty
and ninety clauses would come forward
and some member would very kindily
ask " What does Clause 40 mean *”
I would say—"“1 don’t guite know,”
and he would retort—** Well, what the
devil are you there for 7"’ That shows
that a Minister in charge of this House
has to know every clause and he has

he hardest billet in Parliament. Mr.
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Drew has carried out his duties with
dignity, conrtesy, and ability, as he did
on a former occasion. With regard to
you, Mr. President, I hope you will
long be there to adorn the position, the
duties of which you carry out so ad-
mirably.

The PRESIDENT : Hon. members,
Ithank thespeakers for their kindly words.
I may be permitted to wish everyone
all the compliments of the season.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3,10 a.m. (Saturday).

Tegislative Fssembly,
Friday, 22nd December, 1911.

Pace

Questions: Lands Derinrr.menu. Bookkesping 1528
Comjpossionate nllowance t0 police con-

gtable’s mother 1529

Railway construction, Hrookton- Kuu]m .. 1529

Timber hands . 1553
Fruit Packer, n.ppomtment. 1553

Papers presented 1529
Statutes Comptlntmn ‘Criminal Code 1528
Return : Criminnl Investigntion Officers 1530

Bille: Divorce Amendmeut, Council’s amend-
ments, Meszaae 1530, 1547, 1562
Workers” Homes Council’s nmepdinents . 15%6
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Amendment, Council’s amendments,
Message, Heport of Monogers 1539, 1554, 1363
Agricultural Bank Act Amwendment, Cotin-
cil’s amendwments, Message 1547, 1562, 1564
Appropriation, oll stages, returned .. 55.. 1562
Land and Iocome Tax, returned 1552
Veterinary, Council's Message 1552
Goldfields Water Supply Act Amend.ment
Council's Message, Message . 1&52, 15662
Loan, €2,142,000, returned 3

Public Service Act Amendment returned 1554

Municipa]l Corporations Act Amendment
returned 1554
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ment 1563

Upper Dar]m;z B.uuge Rﬂllwu\y Extensmn,
returned 1563
Hothaw-Crosswan Kail way, returned . 1563
Yillimining-Kondinin Rnilway, returned .., 1563
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Money Bills, Procedure . 1551
Adjournment, comphmeutnry remn.rks 15G4

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—LANDS DEPARTMENT,
BOOKIKEEPING.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-

ister for Lands: 1, What was the cost of

each change of system of keeping ac-



